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Talk Outline

• Reasons for using Databases
• Cordis - EC project & partner database
• Ergo - database of national projects
• Other UK Datasources
• Other European Datasources
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Reasons for Using DBs

• find R&D news
• find R&D events
• find R&D programme calls
• find calls for tender
• find patents
• find partners
• find projects relevant
• find information about R&Dorganisations
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Project Research Phases

Time

Partners

Planning R&D Project Exploitation

Planning R&D ProjectProblem or
Opportunity

Results

Patents & Technologies
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CORDIS

• Provides these requirements
• only for EC or EC-related information
• Based in DGXIII, Luxembourg
• Innovation Management Committee
• CORDIS Correspondents 

– usually 1 per country, CLRC-RAL for UK
• Contract to run CORDIS let to consortium

– consortium taking over in November includes 
CLRC-RAL
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CORDIS Top Page
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CORDIS Databases

Search for
partners
results
projects

Search by
map
form

Submit
partner request

http://www.cordis.lu/
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Map Search
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Map Search - France form

Search for

partner

in the area
Rhone-Alpes

with the 
term 
‘water’
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Partner search result- list

14 partners match
the description
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Partner Search Result

Partner search
shows 

partner type
past projects
market
research level

partners they want

contact details
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Project Search Form

Search for projects

in the Programme
Esprit IV

with the term
‘water’
in their description
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Project search results list

23 projects match
the search
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Project Description - Top

project 
description 
includes :

acronym
title
objective
summary

+
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Project Description - Bottom

Contact details 
for the prime
contractor

and other
partners
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Partner Entry Form

The partner entry
form can be 
completed
on-line
downloaded as
ms-word
ascii
returned by
e-mail
fax
describe yourself
and desired partners
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Latest FW5 News

Along 
with the
databases
CORDIS
also holds
the latest
documents
on calls
for FW5.
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ERGO: European Research 
Gateway Online

• DGXIII Innovation Management Committee
• ERGO Working Group (CLRC-RAL represent UK)
• Design for European R&D System integrating 

heterogeneous sources (in countries) through 
common multilingual interface

• Project accepted but need FrameworkV Funds
• Meantime building pilot (on CORDIS node)
• 36361 project records from 11 information providers

• 1630 records on ‘water’ as search term
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Pilot Simple Query

http://www.cordis.lu/ergo/home.html
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Pilot Simple Result 
(Hitlist)
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Pilot Simple Result 
(Detail)
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Pilot Result - English
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Pilot Detailed Query



©Michael Wilson Online Information R&D DBs 14-Oct-98  24

ERGO: The Full 
System

• pilot is single central node for catalog, no access to 
detailed records. 

• full system node per region (country) and provides for 
refined catalog hitlist access to detailed source DB 
records (subject to security and any pricing) with 
translations

• UK design leaders
• see ERGO Project on CLRC website 

http://www.dci.clrc.ac.uk/Activity/ERGO
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ERGO in UK

• set up prototype node at CLRC-RAL
• holding export copies of source DBs of 3 

Research Councils (to avoid access to 
sensitive DBs)

• built the UK catalog node; uploading to 
Luxembourg (some already there) - each 
node has replicated catalog for all countries

• encouraging more organisations to join UK 
node (project with DTI/OST backing and 
support)
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Other UK Data Sources

• Commercial Information Providers
– Cartermill: CRIB, BEST - research & expertise 

http://www.cartermill.com/
– Oakland: UK Gov. funding source DBs, company 

profiles etc... 
http://www.oakland.co.uk/office/office.htm

• Government
– Research Councils - http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research-councils/

– UK Groundwater Research Database http://wlfiles2.nwl.ac.uk/gwf/
– Government laboratories - http://www.open.gov.uk/
– Universities non-RC funded R&D - http://scitsc.wlv.ac.uk/ukinfo/uk.map.html
– Consortium of European Research Libraries - http://www.curl.ac.uk/



©Michael Wilson Online Information R&D DBs 14-Oct-98  27

Other non-UK Sources

• NIWI research database (NL) - http://www.niwi.knaw.nl/us/nod/nod.htm
• NSD research database (NO) - http://www.nsd.uib.no/english/
• Danish Data Archives (DN) - http://www.dda.dk/dda.html
• Water Resources Scientific Information Center (WRSIC) of the USGS. 

water research from 1967; over 265,000 abstracts and citations -
http://www2.uwin.siu.edu/databases/wrsic/index.html

• Environet Australia - Research and Development Directory, 
Environmental Case Studies Directory : 
http://www.erin.gov.au/net/environet.html

• AlphaGalileo - European Science Press Releases
http://www.alphagalileo.org

• Novartis - database of european experts for journalists
http://www.novartisfound.demon.co.uk/mrs/MRSwelcome.htm
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