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OBSERVER PROGRAMMES 

In s p i t e of the low p r i o r i t y of t h e c o - o r d i n a t i o n of o b s e r v e r 
programmes in the to t a l work of the Tuna Programme (pr io r i ty 11 out of 13), 
considerable effort has been expended on t h i s i t em. Following on from 
discussions a t the Fourteenth Regional Technical Meeting on Fisher ies , Tuna 
Programme s t a f f have c a r r i e d out the second of two l e n g t h y t r i p s on 
Japanese purse-seine vessels , the l a t e r t r i p on a 116-tonne group s e i n e r . 
Reports from both t r i p s have been submitted to the government sponsoring 
the observer cruises and, sub j ec t to c l e a r a n c e , w i l l be made a v a i l a b l e 
throughout the region. 

There are as yet very few n a t i o n a l observer programmes w i t h i n the 
region and the benefi ts expected from e s t a b l i s h i n g such programmes vary 
throughout the region. Further input from countries i s necessary for the 
operation of observer programmes to cover the whole region. Involvement of 
a regional o r g a n i s a t i o n , assumed a t t h i s time to be the South P a c i f i c 
Commission, would also be required to ensure that programmes are regionally 
co-ordinated. The present low pr io r i ty of t h i s item has made i t impossible 
to fund a s p e c i f i c p o s i t i o n of o b s e r v e r programme c o - o r d i n a t o r , 
par t icu lar ly as t o t a l Tuna Programme funding i s s t i l l in doubt. 

As guidelines for further c o n s i d e r a t i o n by f i s h e r i e s o f f i c e r s , the 
case for establishment of national observer programmes wi th in developing 
Island s t a t e s i s summarised as follows: 

1. Cross-checking of data submitted by d i s t a n t - w a t e r f i s h i n g n a t i o n s 
under l icensing agreement. 

There i s of ten u n c e r t a i n t y i n data dec la red by d i s t a n t - w a t e r f i s h i n g 
nations due to problems in i n t e r p r e t i n g the requi rements of the c o a s t a l 
s t a t e . For example, there have been language problems in i n t e r p r e t i n g the 
logbook formats and t h e r e i s s t i l l u n c e r t a i n t y about how to d e c l a r e 
discards and how to measure average weights. 

2. Development of methods for improving accuracy of the data. 

Probably the best example a t the moment i s the need to develop a sampling 
system to estimate the occurrence of juvenile yellowfin and juvenile bigeye 
tuna in purse-seine catches. 
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3. Surveillance. 

Useful for monitoring act ivi t ies of vessels on which observers are placed 
and for gathering general intelligence on the fleet . 

H. Increasing the understanding of the general operation of foreign 
vessels. 

This i s a much underated aspect of observer programmes. I t i s of 
particular importance in countries where nat ionals do not have in-depth 
experience with the type of fishing being carried out. 

5. Collection of biological data. 

This i s normally a p r io r i t y item when data i s needed for s p e c i f i c , 
short-term projects. 

Issues which r e l a t e to the a c t i v i t i e s of the Tuna and B i l l f i s h 
Assessment Programme or any regional resource evaluation efforts are: 

1. Improving the understanding of the precise a c t i v i t i e s on board 
different types of vessels. 

2. Evaluation of the accuracy with which logbook forms are completed by 
individual vessels. 

3. Identification of problems or inadequacies with the present logbook 
forms or with the procedures used by fishermen to complete them. 

4. The operation of sampling programmes. Such programmes would a t 
present be of great value in helping to differentiate between juvenile 
yellowfin and bigeye tuna in purse-seine catches, including the 
inves t iga t ion of the accuracy of previous d e c l a r a t i o n s , and i n 
defining size frequencies for dominant species in the catches by major 
gear types. 

5. Investigation of the quanti ty and precise species composition of 
"trash fish" catches by the various types of vessels. 
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