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Abstract 
The paper outlines a number of recent developments in 
fisheries in the Solomon Islands. These include: 
(i) the commissioning of two 500 T. Tuna purse seiners by 
the Government; 
(ii) the commencement of a project to establish a clam 
hatchery; 
(iii) a review of the country's fisheries legislation; 
(iv) the establishment of a new locally based training 
course for fisheries personnel. 
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Introduct i on 
At last year's Technical Meeting the Solomon Islands 

delegation presented a comprehensive review of the status of 
fisheries in the country. This paper is therefore confined to 
brief comments on some recent developments. 

Industrial Fishery 
ollowing the success of a group purse seine operation, 
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rogress continues to be made, albeit slowly, with the 
ruction of a new cannery at Noro, Western Province. Solomon 
Ltd. have recently called for tenders for some of the 

ruction work. 
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of the I C L A R M / S . I . G O V T . Coastal 
Giant Clam H a t c h e r y is now going a h e a d . 

ill c o n c e n t r a t e on re s e a r c h into b r e e d i n g 
ill form t h e I n d o - P a c i f i c c o m p o n e n t of an 
iculture P r o j e c t . 
me to i n v e s t i g a t e the inte r a c t i o n between 
fish f i s h e r y and coastal s u b s i s t e n c e 
inal a p p r o v a l . A m a j o r p r o g r a m m e to 
re s o u r c e r e s e a r c h and d e v e l o p m e n t 
er cons iderat i o n . 
p r o c e s s i n g c a p a b i l i t y has r e c e n t l y been 

ion of new h a r d w a r e ; and a suite of new 
oreign f i s h i n g vessel lie en sing is 
ourse for F i s h e r i e s O b s e r v e r s was held 
the help of a SPC Tuna p r o g r a m m e 

L e g i s l a t i o n and L i c e n s i n g 
A draft of a new F i s h e r i e s Act h a s r e c e n t l y been p r e p a r e d 

with the a s s i s t a n c e of the FAO legal d e p a r t m e n t . The Act would 
bring the Solomon Islands into line with regional a g r e e m e n t s on 
f i s h e r i e s , as well as ta k i n g a c c o u n t of the Provincial 
G o v e r n m e n t system and c u s t o m a r y r e e f o w n e r s h i p . 

The G o v e r n m e n t ' s " r o l l - o v e r " a c c e s s a g r e e m e n t with J a p a n e s e 
distant water f i s h i n g interests c o n t i n u e s to ope r a t e 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . Solomon Islands has c o n t i n u e d to p a r t i c i p a t e in 
the U.S. G o v t . / F o r u m C o u n t r i e s F i s h e r i e s T r e a t y n e g o t i a t i o n s , 
and is seeking new a g r e e m e n t s with K o r e a n and T a i w a n e s e f i s h i n g 
i n t e r e s t s . 
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Rural F i s h e r i e s Development 
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