
Above: The Administration's fisheries research vessel "De Goede Hoop". Right: On this coral island ninety miles from Manokwar i , on the north 
coast of the territory, the Department of Fisheries is assisting local fishermen to salt down their catches for later sale on the mainland. The hut 

provides temporary living quarters for fisheries officers. 

SPC Fisheries Survey In 
A N important part of the investigations 

into the marine fisheries resources of 
the territory was carried out during an 
eight-day cruise in the fisheries research 
vessel De Goede Hoop. The Director of 
Fisheries, Mr. W. A. Mackenzie, accom­
panied me on this trip. 

We carried out experiments in 
handling and trolling which resulted in 
good catches of schnapper, Spanish 
mackerel, barracouda, trevally, jobfish, 
dolphin, tuna and shark. 

Most of the fish taken were caught 
with six trolling lines while the ship, 
using an echo-sounder, followed a zigzag 
course along the edge of a steep sub­
marine reef. One evening while anchored 
on the reef in six fathoms of water 

Netherlands New Guinea 
The preservation and marketing of fish, small boat design, 
improvement of fishing gear, conservation of shellfish, and. 
stocking of inland waters were among matters studied 
recently in Netherlands New Guinea by the Commission's 
fisheries officer, Mr. H. van Pel. He spent two months in the 
territory investigating marine and inland fisheries resources 

and advising the Administration on their development. 

By H. VAN PEL 

we took over forty red schnapper 
(Lutianidae) in two hours. 

We returned to port with four tons 
of fish in the ship's refrigerated hold. 

Above: In a trap built in the effluent from Lake Sentani, near Hollandia, Papuans spear schnapper migrating to spawning grounds at sea. Right: 
Part of the catch, which included fish up to thirty inches long weighing around ten pounds. 

Page 28 S P C Q U A R T E R L Y B U L L E T I N , J U L Y , 1 9 5 8 



Above: Breeding tank for carp transplanted from Mani la to Netherlands New Guinea last December. The fish-egg collector has been lifted to show 
the fibre which normally floats in the water, and on which the eggs collect. Right: A family fish pond nearly ready for stocking. 

Fishing full-time we could have taken 
one ton per day. 

Investigation Of Inland Fisheries 
The main purpose of the inland 

fisheries survey was to find ways of in­
creasing the aquatic food resources, not 
only of the lakes but of other inland 
waters. 

With Mr. G. A. Reeskamp, Agricul­
ture Officer, visits were made, mainly by 
hydroplane, to the large lakes in the 
region. These included the three Wissel 
lakes, one of which is 5734 feet above 

sea level. They are noted chiefly for 
the fresh-water crayfish caught in them, 
which provide most of the protein in the 
diet of the people living on their shores. 

I also visited the Ajamaroe lakes 
which in addition to crayfish contain 
sepat Siam (Trichogaster pectoralis, R.) 
and kissing gourami {Helostoma tem-
mincki, G. & V.) . The latter species 
were introduced from Indonesia—an in­
troduction that has proved very success­
ful and of great benefit to the people. 

Sentani Lake, near Hollandia, is the 
largest of the lakes in Netherlands New 

Guinea. Its greatest diameter is 16.8 
miles. While populated mainly with 
fresh-water species, it is remarkable that 
some sea fish are also found in its 
waters. We watched Papuans spearing 
snapper in traps they had built in the 
effluent of the lake. 

In general, our investigations in inland 
waters included observations on water 
temperature and transparency, pH 
(acidity) tests, lake bottoms, fish foods, 
water plants and insects, fish species and 
their breeding grounds, and local fishing 
gear. 
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