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1 . INTRODUCTION 

The A u s t r a l i a n f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y i s based l a r g e l y on i n s h o r e and 
c o n t i n e n t a l s h e l f f i s h e r i e s and most income i s d e r i v e d f r om 
c r u s t a c e a n s . To d a t e , f i n f i s h have g e n e r a l l y been caught f r o m 
areas of t he c o n t i n e n t a l s h e l f c l o s e t o c a p i t a l c i t i e s and 
c e n t r e s of p o p u l a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n w a t e r s o f f sou th e a s t e r n 
A u s t r a l i a . 

A l t hough the A u s t r a l i a n f i s h fauna i s very d i v e r s e (abou t 2 ,500 
spec ies ) our f i s h e r y ' r e s o u r c e base i s no t e x t e n s i v e by w o r l d 
s t a n d a r d s . Waters a d j a c e n t to A u s t r a l i a are r e l a t i v e l y poor i n 
n u t r i e n t s and do no t s u p p o r t l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n s of 
pho t o s y n t h e t i c o rgan i sms . U p w e l l i n g s are s p o r a d i c and occur 
on ly i n r e s t r i c t e d areas around A u s t r a l i a so t h a t c o a s t a l 
wa te rs and a d j a c e n t ocean i c wa te rs are n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y 
p r o d u c t i v e . 

2 . PRODUCTION 

(a) F l e e t 

I n 1984/85 a p p r o x i m a t e l y 13,000 boa ts were l i c e n s e d t o f i s h 
c o m m e r c i a l l y , however, on ly 4,973 were l i c e n s e d to ope ra te 
beyond t h r e e m i l e s f rom t h e c o a s t . A l t hough boat numbers have 
no t i n c r e a s e d i n r ecen t years due to a p o l i c y of r e s t r i c t i n g 
the i s s u i n g of f i s h i n g l i c e n c e s , f i s h i n g e f f o r t has r i s e n 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y due to upg rad ing of the f l e e t . 

(b ) Landings 

T o t a l l a n d i n g s by A u s t r a l i a n vesse l s i n 1 9 8 4 / 8 5 , were e s t i m a t e d 
a t 158,000 tonnes l i v e w e i g h t , va lued a t $503 m. T h i s i s a 
decrease of 1% i n volume and an i n c r e a s e of 12% i n v a l u e 
compared w i t h 1983-84 . P r o d u c t i o n o f s h e l l f i s h f e l l by 14% 
w h i l e f i n f i s h i n c r e a s e d by 8%. 

( c ) U t i l i z a t i o n 

Du r i ng 1984/85 a p p r o x i m a t e l y 88% of e d i b l e mar ine produce 
caught by commerc ia l f i s h e r m e n was marketed i n f r e s h and f r o z e n 
f o r m : 7% was canned, 2% was cured and 3% reduced to m e a l . 

(d ) Impor t s 

The v a l u e of A u s t r a l i a ' s i m p o r t s o f mar ine produce in the year 
ending June 1985 was a r e c o r d $318m, an i n c r e a s e o f 17% over 
the p rev i ous twe l ve months. E x p o r t s were v a l u e d at $42 Om an 
i n c r e a s e of 2% . 
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(e ) E x p o r t s 

A u s t r a l i a ' s main e x p o r t s i n 1984/85 were f r o z e n prawns 
(12 ,300 tonnes va lued a t $150m), f r o z e n rock l o b s t e r s 
( 5 , 9 0 0 tonnes va lued at $157m), aba lone ( 4 , 3 0 0 tonnes va lued at 
$55m) and s c a l l o p s (2 ,100 tonnes va lued a t $20 m). Nea r l y a l l 
prawns and whole rock l o b s t e r s and 54% of the aba lone e x p o r t s 
went to Japan. The U n i t e d S ta tes took 98% of t h e rock l o b s t e r 
t a i l s ; Hong Kong took 25% of the aba lone e x p o r t s and France 
took a p p r o x i m a t e l y 25% of the s c a l l o p s e x p o r t e d . 

Over r ecen t yea rs A u s t r a l i a ' s e x p o r t s of sash im i t una have 
i n c r e a s e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y . As a r e s u l t of t h e r e d u c t i o n i n t he 
catches i n the s o u t h e r n b l u e f i n tuna f i s h e r y f o l l o w i n g the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of t he c u r r e n t management programme, A u s t r a l i a n 
f i she rmen have taken a c t i o n to s e l l i n the h i g h e r p r i c e d 
Japanese market to compensate f o r reduced c a t c h e n t i t l e m e n t s . 
I n 1985/86 a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 ,700 t o n n e s , or about 20% of 
A u s t r a l i a ' s s o u t h e r n b l u e f i n tuna c a t c h was cons igned to 
Japan. Wh i l e p r i c e s f o r A u s t r a l i a n caught p roduc t have been 
below ave rage , p a r t l y because of the f i s h i n g methods employed 
( p o l e and l i n e and p u r s e se ine ) and p a r t l y because of t he 
r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l s i z e of the f i s h , Japanese buye rs n e v e r t h e l e s s 
have m a i n t a i n e d t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n t h i s p r o d u c t . 

I n wa te rs a d j a c e n t to the east coas t r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l - s c a l e 
t u n a f i she rmen have a c h i e v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e success w i t h a i r 
f r e i g h t e d , f r e s h c h i l l e d y e l l o w f i n and b igeye t u n a , a l so f o r 
t h e Japanese and US sash im i m a r k e t s . The f i s h e r y i s , a t 
p r e s e n t , r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l , p r o d u c i n g about 300 tonnes per 
annum, bu t i t i s e x p a n d i n g . 

3. MANAGEMENT 

(a) Gen e r a l 

Management p l ans are be ing deve loped , m o d i f i e d and implemented 
f o r A u s t r a l i a ' s main f i s h e r i e s , to conserve s tocks and p a r t l y 
t o reduce economic problems a s s o c i a t e d w i t h excess f i s h i n g 
c a p a c i t y . The i n d u s t r y has taken a major r o l e i n t he 
development of t hese management p o l i c i e s and the r e l e v a n t S t a t e 
Governments have been i n v o l v e d d i r e c t l y . 

Over the past t h r e e years l o n g - t e r m f i s h e r i e s management 
regimes have been i n t r o d u c e d f o r the Southern B l u e f i n Tuna 
F i s h e r y , t he N o r t h e r n Prawn F i s h e r y , t he To r res S t r a i t 
F i s h e r i e s and the South Eas te rn T raw l F i s h e r y , w h i l e i n t e r i m 
f i s h e r i e s management regimes have been implemented f o r t he East 
Coast T raw l F i s h e r y , the 3ass S t r a i t S c a l l o p s F i s h e r y and the 
Sou thern Shark F i s h e r y . 

Most management ar rangements are based on l i m i t e d e n t r y , b u t 
the Southern B l u e f i n Tuna F i s h e r y i s managed t h r o u g h an 
i n d i v i d u a l t r a n s f e r quota scheme. Gear r e s t r i c t i o n s , seasona l 
c l o s u r e s , v e s s e l buy -back and r e s t r i c t i o n s on v e s s e l upg rad ing 
are f e a t u r e s of some management schemes. 
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Development programmes are being in t roduced fo r new f i s h e r i e s 
to prov ide some secu r i t y f o r f ishermen or commercial f i rms 
which are prepared to undertake exper imental and developmental 
operat ions i n unexplo i ted f i s h e r i e s . 

Aus t ra l i a i s now in the process of developing a comprehensive 
management programme fo r the East Coast Tuna Fishery geared 
mainly to y e l l o w f i n and bigeye in response to i t s r ap i d 
development in recent years. The programme w i l l be developed 
in c lose consu l ta t i on w i th the appropr ia te i ndus t ry 
o rgan isa t ions and State Governments. 

A Nat iona l F isher ies Adjustment Programme is being developed to 
ass is t in the reduct ion of excess capac i ty from l i m i t e d ent ry 
f i s h e r i e s where fishermen are w i l l i n g to con t r i bu te a 
s u b s t a n t i a l p ropor t ion of the costs of such a programme. 
F isher ies management a u t h o r i t i e s w i l l be able to seek funds 
from the Nat iona l Scheme to commence 'buy-back ' schemes in 
i n d i v i d u a l f i s h e r i e s . Under the Programme, f i s h i n g access 
r i g h t s w i l l be surrendered by f ishermen who v o l u n t a r i l y wish to 
leave a f i s h e r y . Boats w i l l not be purchased under the 
Programme. 

(b) Torres S t r a i t Treaty 

The Torres S t r a i t Treaty which Aus t ra l i a and Papua New Guinea 
signed on 18 December 1978, came i n t o fo rce on 
15 February 1985. I t represents a unique border agreement 
between independent sovereign na t ions in that i t es tab l ishes a 
Protected Zone (PZ) w i t h i n which both nat ions have r i g h t s and 
o b l i g a t i o n s , ra ther than a s i n g l e border l i n e . With in the PZ 
are l i nes d i v i d i n g the areas of primary f i s h e r i e s and seabed 
j u r i s d i c t i o n between the two n a t i o n s . 

The Treaty a lso i s unique in tha t i t p ro tec t s the r i g h t s of the 
t r a d i t i o n a l i nhab i tan ts of the PZ and adjacent areas by 
recognis ing and preserv ing the e x i s t i n g p a t t e r n of t r a d i t i o n a l 
a c t i v i t i e s . In p r a c t i c e , t h i s means favour ing management 
opt ions which alio*/ the greatest oppor tun i ty f o r t r a d i t i o n a l 
i nhab i tan ts to p a r t i c i p a t e in a f i she ry eg d iv ing rather than 
t raw l i ng f o r l o b s t e r s . A research programme, in accordance 
w i t h A u s t r a l i a ' s o b l i g a t i o n s has been set up to support 
management programmes. 

(c) Tu r t l es and Dugong 

Tur t les and dugong are pro tected species in Aus t ra l i an waters 
but they may be taken fo r t r a d i t i o n a l purposes by Torres S t r a i t 
Is landers in the Torres S t r a i t and abo r ig ina l s in other areas. 
The Commonwealth and Queensland f i s h e r i e s a u t h o r i t i e s are 
working together to produce j o i n t plans fo r t u r t l e and dugong 
conservat ion and management in var ious areas. 
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(d) Great B a r r i e r Reef Marine Park 

The Great Bar r i e r Reef covers an area of almost 3 50,000 square 
k i lomet res o f f the nor th east coast of A u s t r a l i a . Of t h i s area 
98.5% has now been declared Marine Park, under the auspices of 
the Great Ba r r i e r Reef Marine Park Act . The Great B a r r i e r Reef 
Marine Park Au thor i t y i s respons ib le f o r admin is te r ing the 
Act. The Ac t ' s s ta ted goa l is to provide fo r the " p r o t e c t i o n , 
wise use, apprec ia t ion and enjoyment of the Great Ba r r i e r Reef 
in p e r p e t u i t y through the development of the Marine Park" . 

The area contains f i s h i n g grounds of major s i gn i f i cance to the 
Queensland f i s h i n g indus t ry and r e c r e a t i o n a l f i shermen. 
F isher ies a u t h o r i t i e s are c lose ly i nvo l ved in developing 
management p o l i c i e s f o r the Marine Park to ensure the cont inued 
p r o d u c t i v i t y of f i s h stocks and to ensure t h a t commercial and 
r ec rea t i ona l f i s h i n g i n t e r e s t s are cons idered, along w i t h 
conservat ion and tour ism. 

e) I n t e r n a t i o n a l Management of Southern B lue f i n Tuna 

Since December 1982 o f f i c i a l s and s c i e n t i s t s from A u s t r a l i a , 
Japan and New Zealand have held f i v e meetings to consider 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l management arrangements f o r Southern B l u e f i n Tuna 
(S3T). The need f o r management was recognised as a r e s u l t of 
unanimous s c i e n t i f i c concern a t the s ta tus of the spawning 
stock which, as a r e s u l t of heavy and inc reas ing f i s h i n g 
e f f o r t , ( p a r t i c u l a r l y by Japanese and Aus t ra l i an f l e e t s ) , had 
been depeleted to about 30% of i t s p r e - e x p l o i t a t i on l e v e l . 

While no formal agreement has been concluded yet there is a 
consensus t h a t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-ordLnated management 
approach is necessary f o r the conservat ion and r a t i o n a l 
u t i l i s a t i o n of the g loba l stocks of SBT. In add i t i on each of 
the three count r ies has developed and implemented i t s own catch 
quota arrangements and the l eve l s of catch so set are genera l ly 
i n accordance w i th s c i e n t i f i c assessment of acceptable 
catches. Current ly Aus t ra l i a has a catch quota of 14,500 
tonnes, New Zealand 1,000 tonnes, and Japan has advised a quota 
of 23,150 tonnes . 

4. FOREIGN FISHING 

The A u s t r a l i a n - J a p a n S u b s i d i a r y Agreement on tuna I c n g l i n e 
f i s h i n g was r e n e g o t i a t e d i n August - September 1985 f o r the 
t w e l v e months commencing 1 November 1985. A c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n 
d e t e r m i n i n g areas of access was an u n d e r t a k i n g by Japanese 
i n d u s t r y to imolement the 1936/87 g l o b a l ca t ch l i m i t of 23 ,150 
tonnes of SBT. That u n d e r t a k i n g was in response to c o n t i n u e d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c i e n t i f i c concern a t the s ta tus of SBT s t o c k s 
(see paragraph 3 e ) . L a r g e l y as a r e s u l t of the Japanese 
i n d u s t r y ' s acceptance of a quota f o r S3T the 1985/36 Agreement 
reooens some AFZ waters south o f l a t i t u d e 39 degrees sou th 
( g e n e r a l l y , AFZ wa te rs ad jacen t to Tasmania) to Japanese 
l o n g l i n e o p e r a t i o n s . The l o n g l i n e f l e e t had been e x c l u d e d 
under the 1984/85 access agreement f r om AFZ wa te rs south of 
3405 tn which h i s t o r i c a l l y v i r t u a l l y a l l the Japanese c a t c h 
of S3T in the AFZ had been t a k e n . 



5. 

N e g o t i a t i o n s f o r a 1986/87 Agreement are schedu led d u r i n g m id -
1986 and, a g a i n , c o n s e r v a t i o n of SBT i s expec ted to be a major 
f a c t o r f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Other i ssues to be addressed w i l l 
i n c l u d e l e v e l o f access f e e s and a reas o f o p e r a t i o n . 

I n Ju l y 1986 A u s t r a l i a p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the 9 t h round of 
n e g o t i a t i o n s between the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government and the 
member c o u n t r i e s of the South P a c i f i c Forum F i s h e r i e s Agency 
t r e a t y on access by US purse s e i n e v e s s e l s on a r e g i o n a l b a s i s . 

A u s t r a l i a has made no commitment to US access a t t h i s s tage 
a l t h o u g h i t has i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t wou ld c o n s i d e r a l l o w i n g US 
v e s s e l s to opera te i n a l i m i t e d area of the AFZ i n the C o r a l 
Sea should A u s t r a l i a accede to the proposed t r e a t y . 

The c u r r e n t t w e l v e months agreement w i t h the A u s t r a l i a n agen ts 
f o r the commerc ia l f i s h i n g i n t e r e s t s o f Taiwan e x p i r e s on 
31 Ju ly 1986. N e g o t i a t i o n s have been h e l d f o r renewa l of the 
agreement f o r t h e t w e l v e months f rom 1 August 1986. There has 
been an unaccep tab le h igh i n c i d e n t a l c a t c h of d o l p h i n s in 
p e l a g i c g i l l n e t s and i n May 1986 the M i n i s t e r f o r P r imary 
I n d u s t r y announced t h a t the maximum l e n g t h f o r p e l a g i c g i l l n e t s 
wou ld be 2.5km in n o r t h e r n w a t e r s . As a r e s u l t Taiwanese 
f i she rmen have i n d i c a t e d t h a t t hey w i l l cease g i l l n e t t i n g i n 
A u s t r a l i a n wa te rs and f u t u r e Taiwanese f i s h i n g o p e r a t i o n s w i l l 
t h e r e f o r e be c o n f i n e d to t r a w l i n g . Quotas, areas of o p e r a t i o n s 
and the number of vesse ls p e r m i t t e d to t r a w l have yet to be 
f i n a l i s ed. 

The A u s t r a l i a / K o r e a s u b s i d i a r y agreement on s q u i d f i s h i n g was 
r e - n e g o t i a t e d f o r t he t w e l v e months f rom 1 October 1985. The 
agreement was subsequen t l y amended to a l i o / / up to f o u r Korean 
squid j i g g e r s t ^ take 2,000 tonnes o f s q u i d . R e - n e g o t i a t i o n 
f o r the next t w e l v e months i s a t p resen t be ing f i n a l i z e d . 

A u s t r a l i a has two j o i n t v e n t u r e agreements w i t h companies 
i n v o l v i n g commerc ia l f i shermen of Taiwan and T h a i l a n d . These 
agreements g r a n t access to p e l a g i c and demersa l r esou rces in 
n o r t h e r n w a t e r s . P e l a g i c f i s h i n g under t hese agreements i s 
l i k e l y to be h e a v i l y c u r t a i l e d as a r e s u l t of the r e s t r i c t i o n s 
on p e l a g i c g i l l n e t s . 

S p e c i f i c c o n t r o l s are p l aced on f o r e i g n f i s h i n g v e s s e l s . 
Taiwanese vesse l s are r e q u i r e d to r e p o r t t h e i r p o s i t i o n every 
day and t h e i r c a t c h every 6 days as w e l l as to complete 
comprehensive l o g b o o k s . Japanese, Korean and Tha i vesse ls have 
s i m i l a r r e p o r t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

5. COMMONWEALTH FINANCING OF FISHERIES RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

G r a n t s t o t a l l i n g $6 .1m f o r 1 9 3 5 / 8 6 were a l l o c a t e d f r o m t h e 
F i s h i n g I n d u s t r y R e s e a r c h T r u s t A c c o u n t ( F I R T A ) f o r a r a n g e o f 
r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s , i n c l u d i n g b i o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h , g e a r 
t e c h n o l o g y , e x p l o r a t o r y f i s h i n g , e d u c a t i o n and e x t e n s i o n , and 
s e a f o o d h a n d l i n g and m a r k e t i n g . R e s e a r c h i n t o t r o p i c a l 
d i s e a s e s , and c i g u a t e r a , r e c e i v e d f u n d i n g s u p p o r t . 
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E x p l o r a t o r y s u r v e y s , funded f r om the F i s h e r i e s Development 
T r u s t Accoun t , were under taken du r i ng the 1985/86 f i n a n c i a l 
y e a r . Major p r o j e c t s i n c l u d e c o n t i n u e d e x p l o r a t o r y deep wa te r 
t r a w l i n g f o r orange roughy and m o n i t o r i n g of the s t o c k s o f the 
South East T raw l F i s h e r y . Drop l i n i n g o f f n o r t h e r n Queensland 
f o r emperor , s w e e t l i p and c o r a l t r o u t i s p r e s e n t l y b e i n g 
under taken but as ye t no i n d i c a t i o n of v i a b i l i t y has been 
p o s s i b l e . A l o n g l i n e p r o j e c t i s a l s o b e i n g unde r taken o f f t h e 
N o r t h e r n T e r r i t o r y w i t h the aim of e s t a b l i s h i n g a v i a b l e 
a l t e r n a t i v e to t he p e l a g i c g i l l n e t f i s h e r y . A u t o m a t i c 
l o n g l i n i n g f o r bo t t om f i s h i s be ing t e s t e d o f f s o u t h e r n 
Queensland and e x p l o r a t o r y l o n g l i n i n g f o r y e l l o w f i n tuna i s 
cont i n u ing . 

6. ASPECTS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO THE PACIFIC 

(a ) M a r i c u l t u r e 

M a r i c u l t u r e i n A u s t r a l i a i s l e d by the c u l t u r e of o y s t e r s , 
C rassos t rea c o m m e r c i a l i s ( t h e Sydney rock o y s t e r ) and a recen t 
a d d i t i o n the P a c i f i c Oys te r , C g i g a s . T o t a l rock o y s t e r 
p r o d u c t i o n i n 1984/85 was around 8000 tonnes ( 1 2 . 7 m i l l i o n 
dozen ) . C u l t i v a t o r s o f Sydney rock o y s t e r s i n New South Wales 
and Southern Queensland accounted f o r 91% o f the t o t a l 
p r o d u c t i o n ; the rema inder was P a c i f i c o y s t e r s produced i n 
Tasmania. The p r o p o r t i o n o f P a c i f i c o y s t e r s c o m p r i s i n g t h e 
ca tch i s expec ted to i n c r e a s e . i n 1985 /86 . 

C u r r e n t m a r i c u l t u r e resea rch funded by FIRTA i n A u s t r a l i a 
covers the f o l l o w i n g 

SPECIES/SUBJECT INSTITUTION 

N u t r i t i o n NSW Department o f A g r i c u l t u r e 
Prawns NSW Department of A g r i c u l t u r e 
S c a l l o p s Tasmanian Department o f Sea 

F i s h e r i e s 
Oys te rs V i c t o r i a n Department o f 

C o n s e r v a t i o n , F o r e s t s and Lands 
P e a r l Oyster WA Department of F i s h e r i e s 
S h e l l f i s h U n i v e r s i t y of Tasmania 
Abalone Tasmanian Department o f Sea 

F i s h e r i e s . 

In a d d i t i o n , the S t a t e s a l s o f und m a r i c u l t u r e r e s e a r c h , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y Tasmania, V i c t o r i a , Queensland and New South 
Wales. Queensland and t h e Great B a r r i e r Reef Mar ine Park 
A u t h o r i t y are c a r r y i n g ou t r e s e a r c h on t r o c h u s , e s s e n t i a l l y f o r 
f i s h e r i e s management pu rposes , bu t t h e r esea rch has some 
s i g n i f i c a n c e t o m a r i c u l t u r e . 
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(b ) Use of F i s h A g g r e g a t i o n Dev ices (FADs) i n A u s t r a l i a 

Most success w i t h FADs has been ach ieved o f f t he sou th-wes t 
coast o f Western A u s t r a l i a where c a t c h e s o f up to 30 tonnes per 
season of SBT have been ach ieved i n c l o s e p r o x i m i t y t o FADs. 
However, s i n c e t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l t r a n s f e r a b l e 
quo tas ( ITQs) no f u r t h e r FADs have been dep loyed i n t h i s a r e a . 
Four FADs are now in p o s i t i o n o f f Exmouth and the Abro lhos 
I s l a n d s . Two FADs se t on a seamount about 90 m i l e s o f f C a i r n s , 
No r th Queens land, in a p p r o x i m a t e l y 45 metres o f wa te r have 
remained i n p o s i t i o n f o r f o u r y e a r s . The des i gn of t hese i s 
s i m i l a r to the e a r l y Western A u s t r a l i a n t ype w i t h p l a s t i c 
s t r ands t h readed t h r o u g h the l a y of the s y n t h e t i c moor ing 
rope . Species taken around these FADs i n c l u d e y e l l o w f i n , 
b igeye and s k i p j a c k t u n a s , d o l p h i n f i s h and ra inbow r u n n e r . 
D e t e r i o r a t i o n of the p l a s t i c s t r a n d s a t t he s u r f a c e has been 
observed and i s p robab ly due t o the a c t i o n of u l t r a v i o l e t 
l i g h t . ' New South Wales has an ongoing program and i t i s 
proposed to dep loy s i x FADs o f f Sydney t h i s y e a r . 

7. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 

(a) A u s t r a l i a n Development A s s i s t a n c e Bureau (ADAB) 

Through i t s a i d p rog ram, A u s t r a l i a has p r o v i d e d over $800,000 
suppor t f o r the SPC Tuna and B i l l f i s h Programme s ince i t s 
i n c e p t i o n f i v e years ago, i n c l u d i n g $210,000 i n 1 9 8 5 / 8 6 . I t 
s i m i l a r l y s u p p o r t e d the e a r l i e r SPC S k i p j a c k Tagg ing and Survey 
Programme. I n 1985/86 A u s t r a l i a p r o v i d e d $70,000 towards an 
SPC r e g i o n a l t r a i n i n g p r o j e c t f o r f i s h e r i e s . A s s i s t a n c e has 
a l s o been p r o v i d e d to t h e UNDP P a c i f i c R e g i o n a l Programme f o r 
p r o j e c t s such as the FFA Workshop on N a t i o n a l Tuna F i s h i n g 
O p e r a t i o n s and the SPC A r t i s a n a l F i s h i n g T r a i n i n g Module . 

A u s t r a l i a a l s o p r o v i d e s the Forum F i s h e r i e s Agency w i t h 
o n e - t h i r d o f i t s r e g u l a r b u d g e t a r y f unds and supp lements these 
w i t h p r o j e c t - l i n k e d e x t r a - b u d g e t a r y f u n d s . For 1985/86 
A u s t r a l i a ' s a s s i s t a n c e to t h e FFA was n e a r l y $700 ,000 . 

(b) A u s t r a l i a n Centre f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l A g r i c u l t u r a l Research 
(ACIAK) 

The A u s t r a l i a n Centre f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l A g r i c u l t u r a l Research 
(ACIAR), a s t a t u t o r y a u t h o r i t y e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1982 by the 
A u s t r a l i a n Government, commissions A u s t r a l i a n r esea rch 
i n s t i t u t i o n s t o c a r r y o u t h igh p r i o r i t y a g r i c u l t u r a l and 
f i s h e r i e s r esea rch on a p a r t n e r s h i p b a s i s w i t h t he i n d i v i d u a l 
South P a c i f i c c o u n t r i e s . Research p r o j e c t s w i t h t i m e f rames 
u s u a l l y of two or t h r e e y e a r s can be c a r r i e d out i n e i t h e r the 
South P a c i f i c coun t r y or A u s t r a l i a or a c o m b i n a t i o n of the 
two. C u r r e n t l y , ACIAR s u p p o r t s resea rch in the c u l t u r e of 
g i a n t c lams ( T r i dan a) i n F i j i and Papua New Guinea w i t h James 
Cook U n i v e r s i t y as the A u s t r a l i a n p a r t n e r . ACIAR can on ly 
s u p p o r t b i l a t e r a l p r o j e c t s , bu t i t encourages l i n k a g e s to 
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l research cen t res , such as ICLARM. Another 
p ro jec t underway i s tha t of es tab l i sh ing the l i f e c y c l e and 
recru i tment systems of the Coconut Crab, B i r g i s l a t r o , again 
w i th the view of p r o t e c t i n g and enr ich ing the n a t u r a l 
popula t ion of these crabs in many i s l a n d s of the South 
P a c i f i c . The p r o j e c t i s being conducted j o i n t l y by the 
Queensland Department of Primary I n d u s t r i e s , Un ive rs i t y of 
Queensland, Queensland I n s t i t u t e of Technology and the 
F isher ies Department, Vanuatu. A t h i r d f i s h e r i e s p ro jec t which 
i s about to s t a r t w i l l invo lve research on the b io logy of b a i t 
f i s h species which are important to the pole and l i n e tuna 
indus t ry of the Solomon Is lands and Papua New Guinea. 
Co l labora to rs are the M i n i s t r y of Na t iona l Resources of the 
Solomon I s l ands , the Department of Primary Indus t ry in 
Papua New Guinea, and the CSIRO D iv i s i on of F isher ies Research 
in A u s t r a l i a . 

(c) I n t e r n a t i o n a l Centre f o r L i v i n g Aquat ic Resources 
Management (ICLARM ) 

ICLARM has a presence in the developing marine science centre 
in Townsv i l l e . ICLARM i s an independent centre of s c i e n t i f i c 
research and expe r t i se which has b u i l t up an exce l len t 
repu ta t ion fo r the high q u a l i t y of i t s ou tpu t , both as a 
research body and as a centre fo r i n fo rmat ion d issemina t ion . 

ICLARM is involved in the g iant clam c u l t u r e p r o j e c t 
coord inated by ACIAR in F i j i , PNG and the P h i l i p p i n e s . 

8. TRAINING IN PRACTICAL FISHERIES 

The Aus t ra l ian Mari t ime College 

The Aus t ra l ian Mari t ime College was es tab l i shed to provide 
mar i t ime, engineer ing and f i s h e r i e s t r a i n i n g f o r the whole of 
A u s t r a l i a . F i r s t students were en ro l l ed in 1980. 

The College is in a unique p o s i t i o n to prov ide mari t ime 
education and t r a i n i n g in a l l aspects of a f isherman's j o b , at 
a l l l e v e l s , and is geared to prov ide tha t t r a i n i n g at any 
l oca t i on in the South P a c i f i c r eg i on . The importance of 
A u s t r a l i a ' s t r o p i c a l f i s h e r i e s means tha t e x i s t i n g courses 
s t ress t r o p i c a l aspects of t r a i n i n g . Courses in gear 
technology a lso cover low technology f i s h i n g methods which are 
appropr ia te fo r i s o l a t e d areas and developing c o u n t r i e s . 

In fo rmat ion on the courses o f fe red are ava i l ab l e in the Col lege 
Prospectus. These courses have a l l been developed to meet the 
needs of the Aus t r a l i an i n d u s t r y . However, students from the 
South P a c i f i c region as w e l l as South East Asia are already 
enro l led in both the Diploma and the Graduate Diploma courses. 
The College would welcome an i n i t i a t i v e t h a t would lead to the 
o r o v i s i o n of courses, on or o f f campus, designed s p e c i f i c a l l y 
f o r the needs of the South P a c i f i c r eg ion . 
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Further In fo rmat ion 

This paper provides a b r i e f l i s t of Aus t ra l i an f i s h e r i e s 
a c t i v i t i e s . Any reader i n t e res ted in f u r t h e r d e t a i l s , on any 
aspect i s welcome to contact the o rgan iza t ions mentLoned or the 
D i r e c t o r , Aus t ra l i an F isher ies Serv ice, Department of Primary 
I ndus t r y , Canberra, ACT 2600. 


