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In 2012, Tokelau started improving birth and death registration with support 
from BAG under the Pacific Vital Statistics Action Plan, and a  National 
Statistics Advisor position seconded from Statistics New Zealand.

Members of health, statistics, and registry attended a sub‐
regional workshop to assess their system. 

A national committee of senior Government officials was 
formed and formally endorsed. 

System mapping and a national improvement plan developed; 
national registration day organised

 

The committee is undertaking a range of activities including: 

�� Revising processes for registration of births and deaths

�� Developing a procedural manual for registration

�� Certification for cause of death training for all doctors working in  Tokelau

�� Formal training for health staff on  registration processes

�� Organising a celebration day to catch up on registrations

�� Upgrading paper-based  records to a national CRVS  database.

What was done

�� Tokelau is one of the most geographically isolated countries on earth. Despite the small 
population, it faces many challenges in resourcing and sustaining a CRVS system.   

�� An estimated 1/2 - 2/3  of births of children under age 5 were not registered in 2012, and 
death registration was likely to be even less complete. 

�� With strong Government support and inter-departmental collaboration, Tokelau is now 
building up its Civil Registration System to a point where reporting of births and deaths will 
be near complete. 

�� Tokelau is a remote island nation that can only be accessed by boat. 
Government is operated by the Tapulega (traditional council), with a 
further administrative centre in Apia, Samoa - the nearest major port. 
Many vital events for Tokelau residents occur overseas with only limited 
medical care available at the hospitals on the island. 

�� Until recently, although births and deaths were known to various 
departments or officials, there was no central collation of this data and 
subsequently no analysis or use of the data for planning purposes.

CRVS in Tokelau
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Next steps:

Data analysis and 
dissemination for policy 

use, and data sharing with 
neighbouring countries 

for off-island events. 

Lessons learnt: 

Engagement with 
traditional structures/ 

chiefs has been essential 
for community 
participation.

There are 
limited incentives 
for registration in 

Tokelau. To meet demand 
for vital statistics by  health 
policy makers, Tokelau has  

developed a health-
dominated system for 

vital statistics. 

Revised birth reporting process – on-island births

Developing a Civil Registration 
System for Tokelau
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Existing legislation requires both births 
and deaths to be registered, but access 
to registration in the Solomon Islands is 
very limited.  Less than 25% of all births 
are registered, and only a very small 
proportion of deaths are formally 
registered.  
  
The Solomon Islands currently have a 
parallel system, with legislation 
allowing local magistrates to complete a 
legal declaration for a birth or death. 
However, the information collected is 
not standardized between this and the 
formal registration processes, and no 
central collation or reconciliation of the 
data is undertaken.  
  
The Ministry of Health and Medical 
Services collects a count of births, and a 
“notification” of deaths through their 
monthly reporting system from health 
centres. However, medical certificates 
are only provided for deaths at the 
hospitals, although not all deaths in 
hospital have a medically certified 
cause of death. 

CRVS in the 
Solomon Islands 

• The Solomon Islands CRVS committee, with  the support of BAG partners, undertook a comprehensive 
assessment of their CRVS  system. 

• The assessment identified a range of legal  issues that may need reform.  
• The national CRVS committee is working with the Law Reform Commission to review how legislation could 

be amended to improve CRVS.  

Assessment and Law Reform 

Ongoing improvements in registration coverage require legislation that 
provides a supportive framework for a well-functioning Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) system. 

In 2007, just 20 births were formally registered 
but by June 2014, more than 35,000 people 
legally had their birth registered. 
 

15 additional “satellite service centers” in health 
facilities have been opened to provide more 
access to registration. 

Access to registration is 
improving 

One of the key challenges for 
CRVS in the Solomon Islands 
has been access to registration 

– which has resulted in a 
parallel legal process operated 

through local magistrates 

Next Steps: 
Prioritization of 

improvements for a 
national CRVS 

improvement plan is 
scheduled for early 

2015. 

Key legal issues 
included:  

- the need for clear 
legislation making birth 
and death registration 

compulsory , and  
 - clarification of roles 
and responsibilities. 

Other issues included: 
ensuring identity 

processes (such as 
elections and 

passports) are linked to 
birth and death 

registration. 

The Solomon Islands Government recognises the importance of CRVS and is making  
progress towards establishing a robust national system. Their vision is:  

 

“To improve the lives of Solomon Islanders through a robust, accessible and sustainable 
CRVS system that provides complete, timely information to support good public policy.  

  

This will be achieved through 
Ensuring the system is adequately resourced; Serving the entire country; 
Supportive appropriate legislation; and Standardised data collection.”  
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Improving legal frameworks to support 
birth and death registration 
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