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one basket of a Japan
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Tuna Fishing 
With The Japanese Longline 

This 

JN the deep seas of the South Pacific, Japanese fishei 
tuna can be found in many places. ' * ' 

Since these fish live mostly in clear wifh o u t s t a m 
waters, are fast swimmers, very shy, and 
do not readily bite on stationary lures, 
they are obviously rather difficult to 
catch. 

So far, the best type of gear evolved 
for tuna fishing in this area is the long-
line. Most Quarterly Bulletin readers 
will have heard of Japanese tuna fishing 
activities in the South Pacific. These 
Japanese fishermen use the longline with 
outstanding success. 

This type of gear can be rigged up in 
various ways, according to the dimen
sions of the boat, the depth at which 
the fish stay and at which they find their 
usual food. 

In 1954, the Japanese fishermen de
livering tuna to The Van Camp Can
nery at Pago Pago, American Samoa, 
were using about 300 "baskets" of line 
in each boat, each basket consisting of 
a cotton mainline divided into six sec-

1 One fathom equals 6 feet equals 1.83 metres. 
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rmen use the longline method of catching tuna 

ding success. Practical details are given below. 

tions, each 30 fathom^ 
in the illustration 
either horizontally or 
held up by 13-fathom 
on to glass floats. A 
flag is attached to each 
From each basket of 
branch lines, each 13 
consisting of three 
which is a steel wire 
hook. 

The 300 baskets of 
be set to cover a m 
54,000 fathoms, or 
Needless to say, the haji 
the help of a "line 
type of winch. Incl 
lines, some 74 nautkjal 
km., of line are requi 
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By H. VAN PEL 

1 long as shown 
mainline is set 

in bights, and is 
cotton lines bent 
bamboo pole and 
float as a marker. 

mainline hang five 
fathoms long and 

the last of 
lbader with a tuna 

mainline can thus 
axlimum distance of 

nautical miles. 
uling is done with 
hauler", a special 
ding the branch 

miles, or 139 
for such a long-

line spreading 1,500 hooks. Obviously, 
this type of gear is both expensive and 
bulky. 

Saury, a kind of herring, was used 
for baiting the hooks. This bait had 
been brought from Japan. Other species 
can be used but in general bait should 
be fresh, as tuna is rather "choosy" with 
anything that does not move. 

The boats were 150 to 160 tons gross, 
powered with 210 to 240 BHP diesel 
engines. Smaller vessels use shorter lines. 

Setting and taking in the longline is 
a strenuous job, occupying from 23 to 
28 men night and day, with a bare mini
mum of rest. Depending on the length 
of the line, setting may take 4-6 hours 
and hauling 10-12 hours. Between these 
operations, other work must be attended 
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Line-hauler, a special type of winch, on the foredeck. 

to. This is repeated every day spent in 
the fishing area, the duration of each 
trip being inversely related to the suc
cess of the fishing. 

Catches ranged from one to five tons 

a day. Various species of tuna were 
represented: yellowfin, albacore, big-
eyed tuna and skipjack, among which 
albacore commands the best prices. In 
addition, the catch included sharks, mar-
lin, sailfish, etc. 

Line and bamboo poles stowed on a Japanese longline boat. 

The South Pacific Commission will be 

pleased to supply further details, on re

quest, to anyone interested in this type 

of fishing. 
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