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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN EDUCATION IN THE SQUTH PACIFIC : NO. i
Begional Co-operation in Education Recommended by S.P.C, Meeting

Cook Islands hag made recommendations likely +to have lasgting significance
for education in the region, if adopted by the South Pacific Conference
and Session which will be discussing them later in the year.

The Meeting, which took place from 28 May to 1 June, was
attended by representatives of seven Pacific countries and territories,
It was convened-by the Commission in accordance with recommendations
made by the Fifth.RegionalmEducation Seminar, The Cook Islande was
chosen as the venue in response to an invitation from the Cook Islandgs
Minister for Social Services, the Hon, Tupui Ariki Henry.

... During their discussions, participants reaffirmed the belief
that each country and territory has the right to develop its own- curri-
culua for tho majority of its people,based upen national needs;vwhile

education should be built upon this basic foundation. The Meeting also
recognised the need for a substantial number of people to be trained to
i fill bvasic roles; such as stenographers, agriculturalists and technicians,

o To satisfy all of these requirements and basic principles, the
Meeting Tecommended that the Pacifie Board for Educsational Co-operation
be established, .The Board would provide the means for fostering inter-
regional co—operation‘in the field orf education, while preserving
netional identity and promoting international recognition of educational
standards set by each territory and approved by the Board. It was
suggested that each of the countries ang territories within the scope
of the South Pacific Commigsion, as well as metropolitan powers with
interests in the;region, be invited to nominate a representative to the
Board, An Bxeeutive Secretary of high calibre and extensive experience

brogramme of work.
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The Board would receive requests for assistance in educational
development from member countries and territories, and, through the
Executive Secretary, would establish assistance teams which would give
technical and professional help in particular educational areas, such as
teacher tréining and development of curricula. The teams would largely
work within the requesting Qountry or territory, and would be responsible
for reporting to the Board any additional action which they considered
necessary.

If the recommendations of the Meeting are adopted, and the
Pacific Board for Educational Co-operation becomes a reality, its effects
on education could be significant indeed. The Board would promote a
wider use of training facilities already. available within the region;
assist in the development of curricula suited to the needs of the
individual countries and territories; foster the spirit of regional co-
operation already much in evidence at the Meeting which proposed its
establishment and, most important of all, perhaps, to a rapidly-developing
region such as the Pacific, contribute to a fuller and more rational use
of the region's most valuable asset: dits young people.

Meeting of the Directors of Education at the University
" " of the South Pa01f1c on 27 April 1973

A meeting of. the Directors of Education of the countries in
the University of the South Pacific regioun was held on 27 April 1973 at
the University of the South Pacific.. After a wide-ranging discussion
it emergéd that all the parties present wished to see & South Pacific
Examinatlons Board established, based on local syllabi and prescriptions.
However, the Meeting recommended a gradual approach, drawing heavily on

the expertise and skills already available in the New Zealand Department
of Educatlon.

As a consequence, the Meeting recommended that the establish-
ment of a South Pacific Examinations Board be planned in several stages
over an adequate period of time. The first stage would be an Interim
Board compriging Directors of Bducation of the USP region, together with
representatives from the University of the South Pacific, United Nations
Development Programme Curriculum Unit, the New Zealand Department of
Bducation, and such other persons as were agreed upon.

It was suggested that the main functions of the Board would be
to provide prescriptions on which the New Zealand Department of Education
could set examinations during the interim period. The Board would also
request assistance in training regional examiners and would issue certi-
ficates entitled the "South Pacific School Certificate" or the "South
Pacific University Entrance".



If the response of regional governments'was overwhelmingly in
support of these recommendations, it was agreed that steps should be
tsken for the recommended Board to meet as an Interim Board immediately
after the meeting of the Executive Committee of Council of the University
of the South Pacific at Honiara in early August 1973.

Curriculum Developments in the British'Solomon
Islands Protectorate

A small but very active unit centred on the British Solomens
Training College is working on a variety of curriculum development
schemes, and several secondary schools are +rial units for basic science
materials being produced by the United Nations Development Programme
Curriculum Development Unit at the University of the South Pacific.
Primary school science curriculum work is being undertaken at the
Training College with the assistance of Dr H. Cannon,'UNESCO/UNICEF
Adviser on Science Teaching.

Guam Director of Education Suggests Period of Evaluation

A recent issue of Tuesday Topics, the weekly newsletter of the
Guam Department of Education, notes that the Director of BEducation
intends the 1973/74 school year to be a period of evaluation, with
particular reference to curriculum, instruction and student performance.
The Director lists some questions to which she would like answers;
these questions may be of interest to Directors of Education in other
territories; they are listed below:

nq. Has the total school curriculum ever been evaluated with
recommendations for improvement or discarding of in~
effective programs?

2. Have new prograls, especially experimental and pilot pro-
grams (not federal) been evaluated with recommendations to
improve, strengthen or delete?

3, Does the system have a ¢lear concise statement of goals“
and objectives? R

4. Have these goals and objectives been translated into mea-
surable objectives at the school and classroom level?

5. Are the teachers' talents and training being fully utilized
or are they merely occupying a space in the system?



7. Do the Principals have any clear-cut System or standards
to use in evaluating teachep rerformance?

8. Are the teachers, upon employment, given direction ag to the
_System's eXpectation in_their:performance and pupil achieve-
ment or are they left on their own?"

New Develogments in Bducation in Nhuru' 1972/73

e Naury's Curricyl Branch
" ,"“""‘"JLEQ"“**

The Curriculup Branch was established in May 1972, Its origi-
nal Tesponsibilitieg included a survey of exigting syllabuses; liasison
through Sub-committees with schools in Nauru; 1iaigon with curriculum
units in other parts of the Pacifie region; ang exchange of syllabuses
and curriculum material with Departments of Education in othep Pacific

By the end of 1972, guide subject syllabuses for the Secondary
School Curriculum had heen completed, ang extended assistance was being
g€iven to Infant and Primary Schools, where it was felt the greatest
Problems lay, ‘

The Curriculum Officers are currently working on the imple-
mentation of the official triaj syllabuses, ang their evaluation; -
Preparing teacher-support materialsg; ang assisting with teacher
education Programmes, as well 88 maintaining liaison with schools and
overseas,

2. QGeneral Develo ments
——=—==.CVelopments



Recent Educational Developments in Papua New Guinesz

1. National Education System

Following recommendations made in 1963, Papua New Guinea now
has a National Bducation System, which incorporates both church and
government schools, and has decentralised education by creating district
education boards and school boards of management, 411 teachers in the
system are members of 2z national teaching service.

Within the system, the National Education Board, which advises
the Government on overall educational policy, has representatives of the
Government, of local government councils, of the community, of teachers,
of churches and of tertiary education. The Director of Bducation is
Chairman of the Board. The District Education Boards, which are advised
by the National Education Board, are formed of gsimilar representatives at
District level, and are responsible for the implementation of policy and
the .plaming and development of education in each of Papua New Guinea's
eighteen Districts. The School Boards of Management represent the
communities served by individual schools.

2. Curriculum and Curriculum Development - main features to March 1973

In general, Papua New Guinea is well into a phase in which
courses of study are developed to suit specific needs in the country.
Previous phases included the adoption of syllabi verbatim from elsewhere,
and adaptation of syllabi from elsewhere. This present phase is
fostered in part by strong departmental moves based on Papua New Guinea
nationalism, the absence of examination needs other than those determined
(for selection purposes) within the country, and the increased avail-
ability of resources during the latter sixties and early seventies -
UNESCO and UNDP assistance, specialist staff within the Education Depart-
ment, and assistance from other government departments and non-government
agencies. It must be acknowledged, however, that much work continues
to be done by ad hoe committees without the aid of full-time curriculum
workers, and that lack of resources for implementation renders much good
curriculum work ineffective. '

3. Current Projects:

(a) Three~Phase Primary Science has been developed and evaluated
for all six years of Primary School. The implementation of
the course is now well advanced, and an evaluation of Phase
Three for evidence of cognitive gains has been commenced.



(b) Other areas in the Primary School in which activity is
presently underway are Mathematics, Health, Agriculture,
Social Studies and a Class 1 programme to cope with the
elimination of the preparatory class.

(c) Secondary Social Science has been developed, trialied and
revised, and is now taught in all Forms 1 and 2. The
second stage of this extensively materials-supported
integrated social science course is now being field tested -
Form 3 -~ and brainstormed in preliminary trials for Form 4.

(a) Secondary Science Project - a systematic programme of
development, field-testing for evaluation, review and
implementation is also underway in Secondary Science.
This follows on the Three-Phase Primary Science project.

(e) All other Secondary syllabuses are under review by committees
at present, as it is expected they will be continuously.

(f) Skulanka. Eighteen districts commenced a shoe~gtring
budgeted, largely non-academic extension school for Standard
6 leavers who did not win a place in secondary school. A
practical and village orientation is to be stressed.

() a plan for a three-year post primary village self-help

: education scheme has been announced by the Minister and is
currently under discussion. Like Skulenks, this is an
attempt to bridge the gap for the school-leaver of 12+
years until maturity at 15+, at the same time stressing
practical learning for village life,

The Teaching Methods and Materials Centre, University
: of Papua New Guinea

The main object of the Teaching Methods and Materials Centre
(TIMC) is to assist all personnel engaged in teaching in Papua New Guinea,
both in and out of schools., The Centre gives advice on particular
teaching and classroom problems; it suggests addresses where free or
cheap teaching material may be obtained; it advises on audio-visual and
other classroom aidsg; and, within Papua New Guinea, it operates a
lending service for teachers.

Information extracted from Bulletin N2 1, 1973, of the Curriculum
Branch of the Papua New Guinea Department of Education,



All new material received by the Centre ig reviewed to
determine its suitability for Papua New Guinea. Much of the material
held is too SXpensive for individual schools to purchase. By providing
this material on loan (borrowefs must return material after one month),
the Centre ig assisting Papua New Guinea teaching personnei to widen the
Scope of classroom activities, Among its Tesources the Centre has g
wide range of material on Social Science,

*
Palauan History Development Project

The Palauan History Development Project, in the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands, has Tecently published & small booklet of .
Palauan_legends s part of the information on Palau history am culture
‘which is currently being collected from local authorities, The eventual
goal of the Project is to Produce the first comprehensive and accurate
account of Palay history and culture,

Palauan.legends are not hecessarily common knowledge in the
community. Like other aspects of the culture, g specific legend is
often entrusted to one man, a caretaker for certain clan apg village
traditions., He jig responsible for exXplaining the legend, and his

Since this ig the first time that the legends of Palay have
been researched and publisheg by Palauans themselves, the task was not

compared with that obtained from other sources, Palavan traditions ape
Passed down orally and any information relating to culture had to be
Scrupulously checked,

————e

»*
Information extracted from Bulletin Ne 1, 1973, of the Curriculum

Branch of the Papua New Guinea Department of Educatiorn,



Sixth Regional Education Conference

Directors of Education are invited to note the likely dates of
the Commission's Sixth Regional Education Conference. The Conference
is scheduled to take place from 4 - 8 March 1974 at Honiara in the
British Solomon Islands Protectorate.

Please asasist!

Directors of Education are requested to continue providing
information for the Circular on new developments in Education, particu-
larly on such matters as:

(a) curriculum and curriculum development activities;
(v) new policies and developments in education;

(¢) changes in key personnel;

(d) consultants working in the region or expected to be
visiting the region.

In addition, Directors who have not yet forwarded suggestions
for distribution of the Information Circular should do so as soonh as
possible. :




