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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY

REGIONAL MEETING OF HEADS OF PLANNING & HEADS OF STATISTICS (HOPS)

(Noumea, New Caledonia, 12-16 July 2010)

Statistics2020 – Developing sustainable national and regional statistical capacities

INCREASED RANGE OF PUBLISHED DATA, INDICATORS AND REPORTS PRODUCED BY NSSS, NATIONAL PLANNING AGENCIES AND BY SPC

(Document presented by the Secretariat of the Pacific Community)

PURPOSE
1. This paper presents the purpose and objectives of main activities undertaken in the SDP’s area of ‘Demographic and Socio-Economic Analysis’ during the period 2007-2010. The paper concludes with three key points for discussion by country representatives.
BACKGROUND
2. Good quality, timely and relevant data are needed to underpin policy development and planning, and monitor and measure development progress as do the indicators of the Millennium Development Goals, MDGs. To produce and interpret such data, it is important that National Statistical Offices (NSOs) and national and sectoral planning agencies have staff with skills in data collection, processing, analysis and dissemination. It is also important that statisticians and planners have adequate skills to analyse and interpret social and economic data, including population trends and economic time-series data, and their implications for policy development and planning This will help ensure that information needs of policy-makers and planners are adequately met. 

3. The purpose of activities undertaken in the area of ‘Demographic and Socio-Economic Analysis’ is to provide and improve the quality and availability of information produced by national statistical systems (NSS). Specifically, the activities aim to 
· build and supplement the analytical capacity of national statistical & planning offices, as well as the analytical skills across the NSSs; 
· improve the quality of social and economic statistics released by NSOs/NSSs; 
· produce outputs that meet the information needs of national policy makers & planners;

· provide useful information for regional and international stakeholders; 

· reinforce international best practice in demographical/statistical methods; and 
· develop professional standards in the presentation of official statistics.

PREPARATION OF ANALYTICAL CENSUS AND SURVEY REPORTS 

(Capacity supplementation)
4. During the last 14 years, SPC has produced a long list of census and survey reports, demographic profiles, atlases, posters and pocket books for most Pacific Island Countries and Territories, PICTs (Annex 1). The main objective of the reports is to facilitate data utilization by improving the awareness, understanding and use of population and socio-economic data for policy development and planning. To achieve this objective, technical information is communicated so that it can be understood and applied by both technical and non-technical users. The aim is to familiarise planners and policy-makers with some of the key features of the socio-economic and demographic situation of the country. 

5. Knowledge in analytical methodologies requires specialised training (population studies, advanced statistics courses), and few national staff have that formal training in specialised areas such as demography and/or sampling techniques. Small NSO’s and other national departments/agencies usually do not have the resources/capacity to prepare in-depth analytical reports. This situation is exacerbated by high staff turnover, which severely limits national capabilities.

6. However, SPC emphasizes the importance of analytical reports being prepared in close collaboration with national counterparts to ensure the transfer of knowledge - improvement in analytical methodologies, enhancement of planning, and training in report writing skills in general. An invaluable input by national counterparts is the provision of background and country specific information for example: compulsory school ages, retirement age, specific events that impact on public health (cyclones, epidemics), family planning initiatives, poverty, household income, gender equality and so forth.
7. The general purpose of the analytical reports is to present major findings of available demographic and socio-economic data, usually a census, a Demographic Health Survey (DHS) or a Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES). The specific purpose of each report varies from country to country, and depends on data availability. Ideally census and survey data are compared, evaluated and complemented with available vital registration or other administrative data. The core theme of each census report is an analysis of recent population growth and dynamics. In particular the level, trends, and patterns of fertility, mortality, and migration are discussed. Most reports include a brief discussion of the likely impacts of some of these patterns and developments on wider socio-economic development issues such as health, education, and economic activity. Demographic and census reports usually include the provision of a set of population projections in order to facilitate planners and policy-makers with possible scenarios of their population size and structure in future. 

8. A basic requirement for the production of any report is the availability of country specific data. It is the responsibility of the country (usually the NSO’s project manager) to provide data presented in table form, suitable for analysis. As part of SDP “professional attachments”, one or two national staff members prepare specific sections of a specific report, with programme staff providing guidance and advice. 

9. The period 2007-2010 saw the production of 15 census or survey reports, population atlases or survey fact sheets for 11 PICTs: Cook Islands, Guam, Kiribati, Marshall Islands (2), Nauru (2), New Caledonia, Niue, Solomon Islands (2), Tonga, Tuvalu (2), and Wallis and Futuna. Copies of these products are on display in the back of the conference room.
10. Notwithstanding the production volume, we experienced various bottlenecks that need better planning and a stronger sharing of responsibility between collaborating partners. Given the time-intensive (and implicitly, costly) nature of such collaborative work between SDP and NSOs, it is of critical importance that basic preconditions are met, such as ensuring that:
· final datasets are indeed final, that is, clean and internally consistent before we embark on producing detailed tabulations, data analysis and professional attachments; and

· that SDP is in a position to continue with providing opportunities for professional attachments in Noumea, to assist with technical capacity building and strengthening.

CONTRIBUTION TO DATA UTILIZATION (in-country)
11. Following the completion of a census or survey report, countries are strongly encouraged to organize a data dissemination workshop in order to raise awareness and encourage utilization of available current and up-to date information. Participants generally include representatives of the private and government sectors, and NGOs. The targeted participants for the workshops are primarily mid-level positions in the public service and sometimes include senior staff and managers from other government agencies involved in undertaking work which analyses administrative or survey data and produces statistical reports.

12. The objective of such data user workshops/seminars is to highlight impacts of major findings of census and survey data for different aspects and sectors of society. SDP instructors teach participants the importance and basics of specific population, economic or social concepts and indicators relevant to the census or survey, and how these relate to policy development, planning and monitoring in their respective sectors, to allow participants to make maximum use of such information in their everyday work environment. These workshops include both the provision of information as well as practical exercises to teach participants the basics of table interpretation/analysis, so they can make better use of official datasets.
13. During the period 2007-2010, 4 data utilization/dissemination workshops were conducted; one each in Kiribati and in Tonga. In Vanuatu and Solomon Islands, a short pilot census data analysis workshop was conducted to ensure “lessons learned” were applied appropriately for the November 2009 census operations.
FACILITATE EVIDENCED-BASED DECISION MAKING THROUGH REGULAR DISSEMINATION OF DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC INFORMATION

14. One of SDP’s main objectives is to facilitate evidence-based decision making through effective data dissemination and analysis. Another key activity of SDP’s Demographic and Socio-Economic Analysis is the provision of regular up-to-date baseline population and socio-economic data to national, regional and international organizations and agencies, and NGO’s to monitor regional population and socio-economic developments. As part of the routine activities of Demographic and Socio-Economic Analysis, estimates and projections of population size and structure, as well as its growth components fertility, mortality and migration, are updated and disseminated. Moreover, a wide range of national economic and education statistics as well as other administrative data are collected and disseminated, including the calculation of gender statistics, and other indicators finding their way into key regional databases, such as the regional MDG indicator database, which SDP updates on a regular basis, and from where data/indicators find their way into the UN MDG Database, as well as the development of regional development indicators, such as computing the Human Development Indices for PICTs by UNDP.
15. Two popular and widely used sources of demographic, social and economic information are published on a regular basis every 2-3 years, yet updated on the SDP website on an ongoing basis:

· A Pacific Island Populations poster displaying demographic information for all PICTS, such as levels and trends of fertility, mortality and migration, as well as household size and urbanization; and 

· Pocket Statistical Summary, which contains key economic and demographic data.

16.   In collaboration with Family Planning International New Zealand, SDP recently calculated a Reproductive Risk Index (RRI) for various Pacific island countries, published by FPINZ as       “A measure of the future”. The RRIs measure the overall reproductive health of women.
17. Results of SDP ongoing programme activities are regularly published both on the SDP website (www.spc.int/sdp) and on PRISM (www.spc.int/prism/index.htm). These two websites provide a regional information management service by bringing together national statistics and information in a regional context. National and regional development indicators are regularly updated that include historical trends (Annex 2). These websites also provide access to numerous papers and presentations of SDP staff at conferences and regional meetings, workshops and seminars (Annex 3). A wide range of national publications that SDP was not directly involved in can be found on the various national websites that are also accessible through the PRISM website.
KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
18. The following key points are proposed for discussion by country representatives:
i. Whether the overall Demographic and Socio-Economic Analysis needs of NSOs/NSSs are being met by SDP?
ii. Timeliness of published reports (drafting, editing, lay-out, printing).
iii. The need for regular technical workshops (e.g. population projections; CSPro data processing; economic classifications) on a regional or /sub-regional basis to complement and enhance national technical capacity building. 
________________________

Annex 1:  List of available SDP Country Reports
	Country
	Title

	
	

	American Samoa
	American Samoa Population Profile (1999)

	
	

	Cook Islands
	Cook Islands 2006 Census of Population and Housing, Volume 2: Analytical Report (forthcoming)



	
	

	Cook Islands
	The Demographic Profile of the Cook Islands, 1996-2002 (2005)

	
	

	Cook Islands
	Cook Islands Population Profile based on 1996 Census 1999

	
	

	Fiji Islands
	Fiji Islands Population Profile, based on 1996 Census (1999)

	
	

	FSM
	Federated States of Micronesia Population Profile (1997)

	
	

	Guam
	Guam Population Profile (2007)

	
	

	Guam
	Guam Population Profile (1997)

	
	

	Kiribati
	Kiribati 2005 Census, Volume II: Analytical Report (2007)

	
	

	Kiribati
	Kiribati Population Profile, based on 1995 Census (1998)

	
	

	Marshall Islands
	Republic of the Marshall Islands Demographic and Health Survey 2007 (2008)

	
	

	Marshall Islands
	Republic of the Marshall Islands 2007 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) Fact Sheets (2008)



	
	

	Marshall Islands
	Marshall Islands Population Atlas (2007)

	
	

	Nauru
	Republic of Nauru Demographic and Health Survey 2007 (2009)

	
	

	Nauru
	Nauru 2007 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) Fact Sheets (2009)

	
	

	Nauru
	Demographic Profile of Nauru, 1992-2002 (2006)

	
	

	Nauru
	Nauru Population Profile: a guide for planners and policy-makers (1999)

	
	

	New Caledonia
	Atlas de la population de Nouvelle-Calédonie (2008)



	
	

	New Caledonia
	Profile démographique de la Nouvelle-Calédonie: Basé sur le recensement de 1996 (2001)

	
	

	Niue
	Niue Population Profile: based on 2006 Census of Population and Housing: a guide for planners and policy-makers (2008)

	
	

	Niue
	Niue Population Profile based on 1997 Census (1999)

	
	

	Northern Mariana Islands
	CNMI Population Profile, based on 1995 Census (1998)

	
	

	Solomon Islands
	Solomon Islands Demographic and Health Survey 2006-2007 (2009)

	
	

	Solomon Islands
	Solomon Islands 2007 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) Fact Sheets (2009)

	
	

	Solomon Islands

	Malaita Provincial Population Profile (an atlas) (2008)


	
	

	Tokelau
	Tokelau Population Profile, based on 1996 Census (1998)

	
	

	Tonga
	2009 Household Income and Expenditure Survey Report (forthcoming)

	
	

	Tonga
	Tonga 2006 Census of Population and Housing, Volume 2: Analytical Report (2008)

	
	

	Tonga
	Tonga Population Profile based on 1996 Census: a guide for planners and policy-makers (1999)

	
	

	Tonga
	Tonga Population Profile (1996)

	
	

	Tuvalu
	2010 Household Income and Expenditure Survey Report (forthcoming)

	
	

	Tuvalu
	Tuvalu Demographic and Health Survey 2007 (2009)

	
	

	Tuvalu
	Tuvalu 2007 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) Fact Sheets (2009)


	
	

	Tuvalu
	The Tuvalu 2002 Population and Housing Census, Volume 1 – Analytical Report (2005)

	
	

	Tuvalu
	The Tuvalu 2002 Population and Housing Census, Volume 2 – Demographic Profile, 1991-2002 (2005)

	
	

	Tuvalu
	Tuvalu Population Profile (1998)

	
	

	Wallis & Futuna
	Atlas de la population de Wallis et Futuna (2007)

	
	

	Wallis & Futuna
	Profil Démographique de Wallis et Futuna basé sur le recensement de 2003 (2007)

	
	

	PICT
	2010 Pocket Statistical Summary (2010)



	
	

	PICT
	A measure of the future: women’s sexual and reproductive risk index for the Pacific (2009)

	
	

	PICT
	2008 Pocket Statistical Summary (2008)

	
	

	PICT
	Pacific Island Populations 2007 (poster) (2007)

	
	

	PICT
	2005 Pocket Statistical Summary(2005)

	
	

	PICT
	Pacific Island Populations 2004 (poster) 2004

	
	

	PICT
	Les populations du Pacifique en 2004   (poster en français) (2004)

	
	

	PICT
	Démographie et Planification du Développement dans le Pacifique (2002)

	
	

	PICT
	The Pacific Islands Model Population and Housing Census Form (2002)



	
	

	PICT
	Oceania Population 2000 (poster in English) (2000)



	
	

	PICT
	6 Billion People (2000)

	
	

	PICT
	1998 Pocket Statistical Summary (2008)

	
	


Annex 2:  List of statistical tables available for download on SDP website

http://www.spc.int/sdp/index.php?option=com_docman&Itemid=42
The 2010 POCKET STATISTICAL SUMMARY (GDPs, etc) / Le Résumé Statistique de Poche 2010 (PIB, etc)

Our 2010 populations and demographic indicators / Nos populations et indicateurs démographiques 2010

Populations 2000-2015 by 1 and 5 year age groups / Nos populations 2000-2015 par groupes d'âge détaillé et quinquennal
Graphs 1900-2050 / Graphiques 1900-2050
Our projections general methods&assumptions / Nos méthodes&hypothèses générales d'estimations

Population PYRAMIDS at 2 last Censuses / PYRAMIDES des âges aux 2 derniers recensements
Table 1: Populations by sex at censuses since 1900 / Populations par sexe (depuis l'an 1900)

Table 2: Populations by area, sex (2 recent censuses) / Populations par zone, sexe (2 recensements)
Table 3: Urban/rural populations by sex (2 censuses) / Populations urbaine/rurale, sexe (2 recens.)
Table 4: Populations by sex, 5-year age-groups (2 recent censuses) / Pop. par sexe, groupe d'âge
Table 5: Percentage distribution of total pop. by sex since 1950 / Pop. en % par sexe depuis 1950
Table 6 : Marriage of 15-19 and 20-24 years / Mariage des 15-19 et 20-24 ans
Table 7: Recent trends in fertility and mortality / Évolution récente de fécondité et de mortalité
Annex 3:  List of SDP Staff papers available for download on SDP website

http://www.spc.int/sdp/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=27&Itemid=42
HOPS Conference and SDP meeting papers (2007 – 2010)

· All documents relating to the Regional Meeting of Heads of Planning and Heads of Statistics (HOPS) that will be held in Noumea, July 12-16 2010

· All documents relating to the SPC/Paris21 Workshop on National Strategies for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) for the Pacific that will be held in Noumea, July 8-9 2010

· 51 documents relating to the Regional Meeting of Heads of Planning and Heads of Statistics (HOPS) held in Noumea, September 17-21 2007

· 13 documents relating to the Regional Poverty Analysis Technical Workshop 2007 held in Noumea on 22 September 2007

Papers prepared by SDP staff (2007 – 2010)

· Haberkorn G. and Jorari A. (2009).  Population and Development Data – Disentangling facts from fiction and almost-matches. Keynote Address at the Regional Symposium on Population and Development in the Pacific Islands: Accelerating the ICPD Program of Action. The University of the South Pacific, Suva, Fiji, 23-25 November 2009.

· Haberkorn G. and Nyasulu A. (2009). Managing bad weather – making greater use and better sense of statistics.  Presentation at the High-Level Advocacy Forum on Statistics: The Urgency of Statistics and the Global Crisis – Enabling Development in the Caribbean Community, 30 July 2009, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.

· Haberkorn G (2009).  “Pacific Islands’ Population and Development: Facts, Fictions and Follies”. New Zealand Population Review, 33/34: 95-127.

· Haberkorn G. (2009) Statistics development in the Pacific. ESCAP Committee on Statistics, First session, 4-6 February 2009, Bangkok.

· Haberkorn G. and Jorari A (2007). “Availability, Accessibility and Utilization of Pacific Island Demographic Data - Issues of Data Quality and User Relevance”; UNESCAP Asia-Pacific Population Journal, Vol.22, No.3, December 2007.
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