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Introduction 
In pract ical ly all the is lands of the South 

Pacific, people use fishing nets . Some of 
these nets a re handmade from local or i m ­
ported mate r ia l s , o thers a r e bought r eady-
made. 

Nets a re well worth the pr ice you pay for 
them or the time you spend making them. They 
should be regarded as valuable i tems and you 
should keep them in the best possible condi­
tion. 

This book tells you how to look after your 
nets so that they will l as t longer. 

A net that is not proper ly looked after be­
comes use less very quickly; but if you follow 
these simple methods of car ing for your net 
as descr ibed in this book you should be able 
to make your nets last for severa l yea r s . 

If you have any problems in looking after 
nets , your f isheries officer may be able to 
help you or you may wri te to the South Pac i ­
fic Commission for more information. 



Care of 
KEEP YOUR NET 

You should alwa 
when it is not in us 

After you have b 
in c lear f resh wat 
sca rce , you can us 

Wash your 



Make sure you remove all the fish sl ime, 
the seaweeds and mud which stick to the net -
these will make your net rot quickly. 

DRY YOUR NET PROPSRLY. 

Before you pack your net away until the 
next fishing t r ip or fishing season, you must 

Dry your net in the shade or under a shel ter 
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Summ 
• Keep your ne 

in c lear fresh w 

• Dry your ne 
loose, under sh 
the sun. 

• Store your ne 
dry. Keep them 
Check them fro 
them in the a i r . 

• P r e s e r v e you 
s e s . Tanning i 
nets in good con 

• If you use che 
ne ts , be careful 
a lso to wash yo 
These chemical 



Tanning is only good for a cer ta in length 
of time and it depends on how often you use 
the net. If you use your net, say once a 
week, then you should tan it every six mon­
ths, but if you use the net every day, then 
make su re you tan it once a month. 

USING CHEMICAL PRESERVATIVES. 

Apart from tanning solutions, there a re 
a number of ordinary chemicals and com­
mercia l prepara t ions which can be used for 
preserving nets . These products a re usu­
ally very effective, but most of them are 
dangerous to handle. 

Check with your f isher ies se rv ice for the 
kinds you can buy in your a r ea and directions 
about thei r use. 

When using any of these substances a l ­
ways r emember -

(1) Never let children play near the nets 
and drums. 

(2) Always wash your hands and a r m s very 
thoroughly when you have finished. 
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dry it thoroughly. 
ting it out in the su 
he shade under a 

a shel ter . 

(t is worthwhil 
with open s ides in w 
properly. 

When you hang 
it out as much as p 
move freely throug 
ches which will s ta 

Make su re your 
a re real ly dry befor 
ropes are thicker 
they can hold mois 

STORE YOUR NET 

You have cleane 
must stay clean and 
Do not put it in a d 

If you can find a 
i s dry and pack you 



on rocks or wooden blocks to keep it away from 
the floor. . 

Another way is to hang your net in a bunch 
in a dry place, she l te red from the sun and 
rain. 

Whether you s to re your net in a c ra te or 
hang it from the ra f t e r s in your house, make 
su re from t ime to t ime that insects or mice 
or r a t s a r e not damaging it. If these animals 

HOW TO USE THE 

1. Make su re yo 
Even if your n 
ed and dried f 

2. Put your net i 
leave it soak f 

3. Take the net o 

Remember - Sp 
not le t it hang in b 

4. When the net i 
solution and s 
for 12 hours . 

5. Hang the net u 

6. Your net is no 

NOTE: A new ne 
turns brown and a 
e ra l t imes becom 

When you have 
forget about keepi 
you look after your 
may las t up to th re 



4. Let the bark soak for one day and one night. 
5. Next morning, you light a f i r e under your 

drum; boil the water for one and a half 
hours . 

Stir the bark in the boiling water with a 
st ick from t ime to t ime 

6. After your tanbark has been boiling for 
one and a half hours , put out the fire and 
the solution is ready to u se . 
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have put d i r t on 
again. 

If you have to 
long t ime, say m 
good thing somet i 
day and hang i t a 
you do that every 
your net may hav 
have t ime to dam 

In very wet pla 
net more often -

Check your n 



Preservinq uour Net 
To p re se rve a net i s to t r e a t it with some 

product that will keep i t from rotting. This 
product soaks into the thread and ropes and 
it prevents any bac ter ia from damaging them. 
These bac ter ia a re too smal l to see with the 
naked eye but they s t a r t working when your 
net i s wet and dirty and they destroy all the 
s t rength in the thread. 

You can p rese rve your net by soaking it 
in a tanning solution or by t reat ing it with a 
chemical p reserva t ive . A tanning solution 
is made by using the bark of cer ta in t r e e s . 
This bark is called " tanbark". 

There a r e many t r e e s in the South Pacific 
which produce good tanbark. The best a re 
mangrove t r ee s , but the bark of casuar ina 
t r e e s , the rind of guavas and the guava bark 
can also be used for tanning nets . 
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HOW TO MAKE A 

Whatever bark 
ing the tanning so 
as follows: -

1. Take some b 
thick. 

2. Chop or b r e a 
about 1" or 2 

3. Get a l a rge c 
drum, and pu 
water . Use 
of bark. 

Chop the ba 


