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Statistics2020 – Developing sustainable national and regional statistical capacities

PACIFIC REGIONAL INFORMATION SYSTEM (PRISM)

(Document presented by the Secretariat of the Pacific Community)

PURPOSE 
1. The purpose of this paper is to provide a general overview of developments with the Pacific Regional Information System (PRISM), regarding 21 individual National Statistics Office (NSO) websites and the PRISM regional website hosted at SPC over the 2007-2010 period.

BACKGROUND
2. PRISM is designed to facilitate access to high quality statistical information available from across the National Statistical Systems (NSSs) of the Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs). 
As part of these activities, SPC’s Statistics and Demography Programme provides on-going training and technical assistance to NSOs to support their capacity to produce an appropriate set of ‘core’ data items. The core data items published on NSO websites are then summarized in the regional tables available on the SPC PRISM website.

3. At present, all NSOs have their own websites either hosted locally or at SPC, and all are accessible via the regional website hosted at SPC: http://www.spc.int/prism. 
4. Communication with NSOs has been on-going with the introduction of new datasets, new publications and perhaps more importantly the strengthening of existing ones. NSOs remain in charge of Quality Assurance at the NSO website level, with SDP dealing with QA at the regional level. Although there is no current system for monitoring this activity, we are looking to feed this into the upcoming activities of 2010-2013 by tasking subject matter specialists to review national  data before being published in regional tables.

5. The backend technology for sites hosted at SPC remains as Frontpage 2003, and the method of data upload for the NSOs as FTP (File Transfer Protocol).

EXPECTED OUTPUTS:

6. The Expected outputs of the PRISM Project are to:
· Assist NSOs to design and develop their own websites

· Provide NSOs with appropriate equipment

· Provide technical assistance and training services to NSOs

· Provide a compilation of core indicators for the region in regional summary tables.
PROGRESS TO DATE 
7. In the field of economic statistics, especially over the last 18 months, there have been some notable enhancements, with the following examples:
· Real Gross Domestic Product growth between 2001-2008
· Exports and Import values standardised into one currency

· Household consumption expenditure tables

· Country/Annual Inflation rates

8. Economic datasets remain the most well-covered online resource throughout the NSO websites with CPI (Consumer Price Index)  reports available both annually and quarterly, Import/Export data, Government Finance, Balance of Payments, Trade Statistics, Labor Market and GDP. CPI reports are the most frequently updated resource.
Fifteen NSOs have had economic data published in the last 3 years.

9. Social data is also well-covered with recent Census, Education, Health, and Crime data for more than half of the NSOs. There is room for improvement to increase the availability of social data both in terms of the volume of reports, and the time-lag between data collection and data reporting.

Eleven NSOs have had Social data published in the last 3 years.
10. Tourism data and Environmental/Utility data has also been added over the last few years, giving a greater breadth to the type of data available on PRISM. Communication data has been of particular interest to researchers showing internet, cellular and fixed line access for approximately half of PICTs. 

Time Series Regional Data

11. Over the last 12-18 months, there has been more focus on the production of regional tables and time-series data to allow yearly comparisons, and to make it easier to assess economic and social development. 

12. Real Growth Domestic Product is an example of economic time-series data introduced last year: - http://www.spc.int/prism/Economic/GDP/Rgdp_grates.htm . This data is more meaningful to users by illustrating development over time as opposed to static tables with isolated years.
13. In terms of social time-series data, the population projection tables were added to the demography section last year (e.g. http://www.spc.int/prism/Social/Demog/popnstats09_estimates.html), showing population projections up to 2015; these projections are now available up to 2100. Another recent feature is the addition of a population clock using projection algorithms to display the current estimated population for Melanesia, Micronesia, Polynesia and PNG. http://www.spc.int/prism/populationandgrowth.htm.
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

14. With 5 years to go until 2015, the MDGs are becoming increasingly important in country development strategies and action plans. The MDG Indicator Database was first developed for the UNDP Pacific Center in 2008 and has been regularly updated – the most recent updates (from April 2010) are available via: http://www.spc.int/prism/MDG/mdg_p.htm. At present, only 10 NSOs have a page devoted to MDG indicators and national MDG reports, showing that significant improvements can still be made.
15. An example of a recent MDG National Report comes from the Cook Islands, and is available via PRISM. http://www.spc.int/prism/MDG/Countries_natrpts/CK_MDGReport_2009.pdf (published January 2010).

Statistical Reports/Classifications

16. Eighteen NSOs have statistical reports and classifications published on their websites. There is a rich set of information available from NSO websites, with detailed economic and social publications published between 2007-2010, as illustrated by the following examples: 
· Economic Review for Fiscal Year 2008 – Pub. August 2009 – Fed. States of Micronesia:

http://www.spc.int/prism/country/fm/stats/Economic/FSM_EconReview_FY08_wStats.pdf
· The 4-page Household Consumption Report for the 2008 New Caledonia HIES – Pub. May 2009 – New Caledonia: http://www.spc.int/prism/NSO-News/NC/01-bcmang.pdf
17. Despite marked improvements in previous years it must be noted that there is still a third of NSOs which do not have recent publications/reports on their websites. Not only do these reports need to be sourced and published, but the NSO publication release schedule (if it exists) needs to be more rigidly tied to the website, to ensure the rich content is as widely available as possible.
18. Eighteen NSOs have at least some recent (2007-2010) press releases with key outputs included, and seventeen NSO websites have links to other government departments. 

2009 PRISM Website Review and Interface Enhancements

19. In 2009 a full regional table review was carried out in order to enhance data quality, and highlight inconsistencies. The website of each SPC country was checked and any relevant data found was included in excel spreadsheets. Once all the information had been uploaded, a series of checks and cross-checks were carried out to verify the data, before the information was displayed in new regional tables. The interface at this time was also given a fresh look-and-feel to enhance user-friendliness and user-relevance, and thus ultimately contribute to greater interest in, and utilization of this information.
20. Some important limitations were highlighted during this report, such as browser compatibility issues; data inconsistencies between the excel spreadsheet and the website;  low email response rate from NSOs; possible use of other data from UN sources and ADB (Asian Development Bank) tables; requirements for regional table definitions.  Specific activities to address these issues and limitations and enhance PRISM’s overall value as the key repository for Pacific island statistics are listed below.

Preview of 2010-2013 Activities
21. PRISM overall has had made many improvements over the course of 2007-2010 in the areas of data quality, and data accessibility. Focus will continue to be on these crucial areas, with further emphasis on data dissemination and visualization. There is an excellent opportunity to enhance collaboration with other organizations, and add value to data through involving regional specialists, and ultimately increase the awareness of PRISM and acknowledge the importance of quality statistics for evidence-based decision-making.

22. Building on these developments and achievements since 2007, SDP proposes to pursue several new system developments and associated activities, to enhance the user-friendliness and user-relevance of  PRISM features and content, and thus contribute to grow and consolidate its reputation as the “go-to-source” for Pacific island social and economic data and information, with many of these features to be discussed in more detail on Day 5 of this conference.
23. Some of these new developments are:

· Introduction of interactive map viewer

· Table builder technology to allow customized results rather than static tables

· Metadata Microdata solution – NADA, World Bank

· Time-series data dissemination – e.g. bubble charts, population pyramids

· Frontpage 2003 to be upgraded to modern CMS application (e.g. Joomla)
· Regular communication with NSO counterparts, to ensure maximum availability of data

· Focus on data quality, data accessibility, and data visualization

· Ensure stronger ties with SPC Programmes to increase breadth of data available

· Ensure stronger ties with other regional organizations e.g. ADB and ADG (Australian Development Gateway) to gain maximum exposure and add value
KEY DISCUSSION POINTS 
24. The meeting is invited to comment on:

i. the reported progress of  developments since 2007,

ii. proposed new developments and associated activities during 2010-2013;
iii. Countries’ experiences with NSO website maintenance, data uploads, current levels and flow of communication with SDP and fellow NSOs;
iv. Countries perception of the perceived value of their national websites in meeting their client and stakeholders’ needs;
v. perceived value of PRISM as a key source for Pacific island data and information.
________________________

Annex Table 1: NSO Website Overview
	PICT
	All statistical reports and classifications included 
	Press releases re: Key outputs included 


	Links included to other government departments
	Page devoted to MDG indicators and national reports

	American Samoa
	No
	No
	No
	No

	Cook Islands
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes - although no summary of indicators, just national report



	Fiji
	Yes - although some tables don't include all of the most recent data, e.g. import/export data for '09 in PDF format but to '08 in summary table


	Yes
	Yes
	Yes - although no summary of indicators, just national report

	FSM
	Yes - Although publications are available, most are out of date.  The most recent is from 2008
	Yes - although the website has a section for this, the most recent releases are from 2007/ 2008


	Yes
	Yes

	French Polynesia


	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Guam
	Yes - Key economic data is included but all social information is in the 2008 Statistical Yearbook.


	Yes - up to date economic data is released separately but not social data
	Yes
	No

	Kiribati
	Yes - Although publications are available, there is nothing more recent than 2008.
	Yes - although the website has a section for this, the most recent releases are from 2006/ 2005


	Yes
	Yes - although the Report is not available and the site indicates that a draft would be ready in 2006.

	Marshall Islands
	Yes - Although there are few recent publications.
	Yes - includes the 2007 DHS and 2009 CPI
	Yes
	No - The MDG report is only available on the publications and latest releases page.



	Nauru
	Yes
	Yes - includes the 2007 DHS and 2009 CPI


	Yes
	No

	New Caledonia
	Yes - Mostly in only available in French
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	PICT
	All statistical reports and classifications included 
	Press releases re: Key outputs included 


	Links included to other government departments
	Page devoted to MDG indicators and national reports

	Niue
	Yes
	Yes
	No - Has a broken link to another government website.
	No - MDG Table empty, some info available in PDF Link

	Northern Mariana Islands


	No
	No
	No
	No

	Palau
	Yes - Although there are few recent publications.


	Yes
	Yes
	Yes - But not with other links so difficult to find

	Pitcairn Islands


	No
	No
	No
	No

	PNG


	No
	No
	No
	No

	Samoa


	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Solomon Islands
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes - Although the full report is not available.



	Tokelau
	Yes - Publications available are old.


	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Tonga


	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Tuvalu
	Yes - Many appear to be out of date
	Yes - Although many appear to be out of date


	Yes
	Yes

	Vanuatu
	Yes - although some publications appear to be out of date eg, Trade data from 2008


	Yes - includes the 2009 Census
	Yes
	Yes - Although the summary links are not active

	Wallis and Futuna
	Yes              *Website is a confusing mix of French and English


	Yes
	Yes
	No



