
The author (nearest camera) with Forestry 
Officer Lucien Bernier release the fingerlings 
after briefly immersing the plastic bags contain­
ing them in the lake waters to equalize the 

temperatures. 

American Game 
Fish For New 
Caledonia 
On July 26, nineteen largemouth black bass 
fingerlings arrived in New Caledonia by 
air from Honolulu, and were released the 
same day in Yate Lake. This introduction 
of this well-known American freshwater 
game fish was arranged by the South Pacific 
Commission at the request of the Forestry 

Department of New Caledonia. 

By LOUIS DEVAMBEZ* 

U IVERS and lakes in the various South 
Pacific territories are generally poor 

in indigenous fish, and especially in game 
species. With the introduction of Tilapia 
mossambica in many islands, a popula­
tion of small fish was created in rivers 
and lakes. These tilapia consume large 
quantities of plants and plankton hither­
to wasted, turning them into protein 
which can be used by man. 

However, in the absence of predators 
other than man, herons and kingfishers, 
the tilapia are breeding practically un­
checked, and vast quantities of them are 
thus not utilized. The choice of a suit­
able species of fish that would prey on 
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South Pacific 

the tilapia and provide food and sport 
for man has been debated for some time 
in several territories. 

In one instance at least, a choice has 
been made. Yate Lake, in New Cale­
donia, which is over 9300 acres in area, 
was stocked a few years ago with tilapia, 
which now provide food and recreation 
for many pole-and-line fishermen. The 
fishing pressure, however, is not sufficient 
to make any noticeable inroads on this 
prolific species, and after a careful study 
of the problem, the territorial Forestry 
Department decided to introduce some 
largemouth black bass (Micropterus 
salmoides). 

This particular freshwater species was 
chosen for a number of reasons. First 
of all, it occurs widely in the United 

States and Canada, and its ecology has 
been long studied under a variety of 
conditions. Thus, while the introduction 
of a species to a new environment is 
always—to use a well-worn phrase— 
fraught with difficulties, in this case un­
known factors were at least reduced to 
a minimum. 

The qualities of the largemouth black 
bass as a game fish are at least as well 
known as its ecology, and have re­
peatedly been highly praised in the many 
magazines devoted to angling in North 
America. It is also often mentioned that 
the black bass is quite worthy of appear­
ing on the family table. 

Other characteristics of the largemouth 
bass are comparatively prolific breeding 

(continued on page 38) 

Left to right: Part of Yate Lake, seen from the Plaine du Lac Forestry Station. Forestry Officer Lucien Bernier carrying one of the fish containers 
down to the lake. Forestry Assistant Gilbert displays a plastic bag of fingerlings. 
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(continued from page 25) 
(for a predator at least), adaptability to 
high temperatures, and quick growth. 
Under conditions comparable with those 
existing in New Caledonia, they are 
known to reach a weight of twelve 
pounds. 

Commission Assistance Requested 
Once the choice of the fish was made, 

the assistance of the South Pacific Com­
mission was requested, and the Office 
for the Development of Tourism in New 
Caledonia offered to cover part of the 
costs of introduction. 

After the usual preliminary corres­
pondence, which began early this year, 
firm arrangements were made with the 
Fish and Game Division, Department of 
Agriculture and Conservation of the 
State of Hawaii. Direct air communica­
tions with Honolulu were an important 
factor in the success of the introduction. 

On July 26 last, nineteen black bass 

fingerlings arrived in New Caledonia. 
They were released the same day in a 
fish and game reserve which includes 
part of the Yate Lake and the basins of 
two rivers flowing into it. They will find 
there some excellent spawning grounds, 
food and shelter, and it is hoped that 
they will stock the whole of the lake. 

Further consignments will be obtained 
to strengthen this first introduction, and 
within the next few years Yate Lake may 
well become a centre of attraction for 
amateur fishermen and tourists. 

LPTC Trainees M a k e Steady Progress 

(continued from page 28) 
Islands teachers are waiting for editorial 
attention; and the need has been ex­
pressed for an atlas for Melanesian 
schools. There is a strong demand for 
these books, and the Editorial Officer is 
anxious to get to grips with them. 

At the time of writing, the next book 
publication will be a "how-to-do-it" book 
on house-building for the Solomons. The 
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