
SPC-FAO Fisheries Training Centre Opened 
' T H E Fisheries Training Centre organ-

ized jointly by the South Pacific Com­
mission and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization at Tulagi, in the British 
Solomon Islands, with the active support 
of the Protectorate Government, was de­
clared open by His Excellency the High 
Commissioner for the Western Pacific, 
Mr. D. C. C. Trench, C.M.G., M.C., on 
September 1. 

Twenty-five trainees are attending 
from Netherlands New Guinea, Papua 
and New Guinea, the Solomons and the 
New Hebrides. Director of the Centre is 
Mr. Pierre Lusyne, Gear Technologist of 
the Fisheries Division, Food and Agri­
culture Organization. (Mr. Lusyne was 
co-Director of the first SPC-FAO training 
course held at Commission headquarters 
in Noumea in 1956-57.) Assisting him 
are four instructors—Messrs. J. Kemsley 
(Food and Agriculture Organization), 
Ronald Powell (Fisheries Officer, Cook 
Islands), M. Aylett (Fisheries Officer, 
British Solomon Islands), and Louis 
Devambez (Assistant Fisheries Officer, 
South Pacific Commission). 

In his opening address, Mr. Trench 
said he was glad to see that the emphasis 

was to be on practical work, and that 
most of the training would take place at 
sea under commercial fishing conditions. 
He also drew attention to the fact that 
the boats to be used during the training 
course had been built at another training 
centre, also organized by the South 
Pacific Commission and the Food and 
Agriculture Organization. 

Replying to the High Commissioner, 
Mr. Lusyne said that fisheries had 
tremendous potential in relation to the 
problem of world food production, and 
that the best way to develop them was 
by means of training centres similar to 
that at Tulagi. Generally speaking, 
fishermen, wherever they lived, had a 
fund of methods and techniques which 
had been proved through the ages at the 
subsistence level. The task of the in­
structors was to build upon this founda­
tion as much as possible. 

The Centre will run six days a week 
for ten weeks, to complete an intensive 
course that includes not only practical 
fishing operations at sea, but the rigging 
of lines and nets, the making of equip­
ment such as large fixed fishtraps, and 
the mechanization and maintenance of 
fishing craft. 
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