
RURAL WATER SUP LY 

Since i n  the  P a c i f i c  I s lands  the ma o r i t y  of the  populat ion l i v e  
i n  the r u r a l  a r eas ,  community water  supply and s a n i t a t i o n  a re  very much a  
p a r t  of r u r a l  l i f e  and development. i 

The i s l ands  of the South P a c i f i c  r e  ion vary g r e a t l y  i n  t h e i r  s i z e  
and geological  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  from rugge mountainous regions to  small  

Most people l i v i n g  i n  r u r a l  a reas  r l y  on w e l l s ,  sp r ings ,  streams 
o r  r i v e r s  f o r  t h e i r  water supply. This wa 1 e r  comes from r a i n  t h a t  has 
f a l l e n  on the land and f o r e s t  i n  a  water c tchment a r e a .  I f  the f o r e s t  
o r  bush i n  the catchment i s  c leaned,  the r i n  runs off  too f a s t ,  and there  
i s  l e s s  water  i n  the  dry per iods .  I n  the t o l l s  and low i s l a n d s  where the  
f r e s h  water i s  s ca rce ,  r a i n  water c o l l e c t i  n  and groundwater provide the  
only water  resources .  

sandy a t o l l s .  There i s  a l s o  a  wide variat:.on 
t o t a l  populat ion i t  i s  est imated t h a t  about 
high i s l ands  and about 400,000  on a t o l l s  
f i r s t  group about 800,000  l i v e  i n  the  l a r g e r  
provided with reasonably adequate piped 

There can be no doubt t h a t  the key o improved s a n i t a r y  condit ions 
is the provis ion  of a  piped water  supply.  More b e n e f i t s  can be gained from 
money spent  on a  water  supply programme th  n  i n  any o the r  way. Since piped 
water  generates  a  g rea t e r  volume of waste a t e r ,  adequate f a c i l i t i e s  must 
be provided to  s a f e l y  remove t h i s  waste e r .  I f  t h i s  i s  not  done h e a l t h  
hazards can a r i s e  from the breeding of u i t o s  and f l i e s  and cause d isease  
t o  spread.  

i n  annual r a i n f a l l .  Of the  
4.5 mil l ion  l i v e  on the  l a r g e r  

and i s o l a t e d  low i s l a n d s .  Of the 
urban cent res  which a r e  

waler suppl ies  and s a n i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .  

Wells should be l i ned  o r  covered t o  
tanks should be screened to  keep out  d i r t  I f  t he re  has not  
been any r a i n  f o r  some time, rainwater  f r o  
simple bypass could prevent  the  f i r s t  run- 
Water i n t akes  on r i v e r s  and streams should and the land use 
i n  the  catchment a rea  should be r e s t r i c t e d  The 

p o l l u t i o n  of water resources .  
uncontrol led use of he rb ic ides ,  p e s t i c i d e s  

l 

Bet t e r  q u a l i t y  and s a f e r  water resu  t s  i n  l e s s  s ickness ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
among young ch i ld ren  and he lps  people t o  W rk  more e f f e c t i v e l y  and t o  become 
more product ive.  

i l 

i 
Improved r u r a l  water  supply is one f  the many problems being 

considered by the  South P a c i f i c  Regional E R vironment Programme (SPREP). 




