October 1994

SPC Trochus Information Bulletin #3

Trochus production notes

Little information is available at present (and we
would be very grateful on updates from Trochus
Special Interest Group participants), but few Pa-
cific Islands appear to have exported trochus shell
in 1993.

We hear thatthe 1993 export from Palau was only 7t
or so, and this is apparently because the local price
offered by private-sector buyers was the same as
the 1992 price (Asap Bukurrou, pers. comm.). The
fishing community had been expecting a substan-
tial increase in the buying price for 1993 and
Palauans were reportedly so disappointed with the
US$1.50 per Ib on offer that very few people actu-
ally went out harvesting in 1993. Palau supplied
over 200t of trochus shell to Japan in 1992.

In Fiji, legal restrictions on the export of trochus
shell have now been gazetted as part of a package
of measures to try and protect local investment in
button factories. Exports of raw trochus shell from
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Fiji dropped off again in 1993 (see histogram be-
low), down to 52t from 71t in 1992 (Parmanand
Singh, pers. comm.), and can now be expected to
dry up altogether. The Customs-declared FOB ex-
port price per kilogram of trochus shell from Fiji in
1993 was F$11.84 (around US$8.30 per kg), up from
F$9.94 (US$6.95) in 1992. The Fiji Times reports that
the current local buying price for trochus shell at
the factory gate is as high as F$13 per kg.

In the Federated States of Micronesia, there has been
no trochus harvest in Yap State for the past three
years (1991-93); the last harvest, in 1990, exported
40t. FSM State Marine Resources Divisions nor-
mally perform trochus stock assessments yearly
and decide on a harvest season and quota on the
basis of these surveys. Trochus is not native to the
other states, but has been introduced at various
locations over the years. Pohnpei has had the high-
est average yearly production (71t) of the states
since the 1970s.
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Trochus Exports from Fiji (raw trochus shell)
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Solomon Islands has traditionally been one of the
major trochus exporters of the Pacific, averaging
387 tyearly in the period 1962-1991. In 1986, over
600 t were exported, but in 1991 this had dropped
to 87.5 t (although 98 t or more was purchased by
local button factories). The latest ‘marine shells’
export figures we have from Solomon Islands are
for the period January-September 1992, by which
time 79thad beenexported. In 1991, trochusformed
47 per cent of the exports of ‘marine shells’. If the
percentage is similar in 1992, and scaling the esti-
mate to allow for the missing final quarter of 1992,
we estimate that the export of trochus shell from
Solomon Islands in 1992 was approximately 49.5t.
Customsexportfigures have notyetbeen compiled
for 1993 (Willington Piduru, pers. comm.).

New Caledonia is another traditionally major pro-
ducer, averaging 347t per year of exports in the

period 1962-1991, although there was anenormous
peak of nearly 2,000 t in 1978. In 1992, 185.5 t of
trochus shell were exported from New Caledonia
at a local buying price of 250 FCFP per kg (around
US$2.50 per kg). In 1993, exports were 222.5 t, and
the average ‘farm-gate’ buying price in the North-
ern Province was 238 FCFP per kg (US$2.35) (Régis
Etaix-Bonnin, pers. comm.).

Trochus shell exports from Vanuatu have averaged
76t per year over the past 20 years, with a peak of
220t in 1976. Vanuatu had five domestic button
factories in 1993, each of which had a quota of 75t
of raw shell per year. It is probable that most of the
shell fished in Vanuatu is now locally processed,
and thus it has become impossible to estimate
production from the export figures for raw shell.
Unfortunately, the Vanuatu Customs figures do
not clearly categorise the export of raw shell, but-
tons or blanks, and scrap, so it is not possible to
estimate production indirectly from the button ex-
port figures.

The other major producer in the Pacific Islands
region is Papua New Guinea, which averaged 380t
per year in the decade 1980-1990 (and exported
over 1,000t in 1951). Unfortunately we have no
recent figures on trochus exports from PNG.
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