October 1993

SPC Ciguatera Information Bulletin #3

Fish poisoning cases (1991-1992)

The South Pacific Epidemiological and Health
Information Service recordsbetween 3,500 and
5,000 cases of fish poisoning each year (see
tables on the following pages). Not all of these
are due to ciguatera intoxication.

The effect that fish poisoning has on island
societies is largely unknown due to the poor
reporting of case histories. To improve the
current under reporting, it is necessary to en-
courage both health and fisheries workers in
the region to record cases histories on a stan-
dard ciguatera reporting form (attached with
this bulletin), and to send them to SPC where
they can be entered in a database.

This form can be used as a template for making
multiple copies, or, where copying facilities
are unavailable, the Resource Assessment Sec-
tion (contact Paul Dalzell) will be happy to

supply copies.

Source: South Pacific Epidemiological
and Health Information Services (SPEHIS)
SPC, Noumea

We also would be glad to hear from persons
who have criticisms or suggestions for im-
proving the form.

Finally, we would encourage fisheries work-
ers in the region to work in co-operation with
their colleagues in their health departments to
record all incidents of ciguatera that they hear
about. Only with your help can we gauge the
true extent of this problem and plan to co-
ordinate future work accordingly.
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SPEHIS — Monthly summaries — Fish poisoning — 1991

lev'e eol uolre|ndod 000'T 4od S8sRO BANJR JO JBQUINN «
0T /ST S 7 12 0z er 9 74 6T 4 43 IT 8 eowes URISo/
00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 euning pue sijem
7T ¥0C 4% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 zs 8y 6 15 nienue A
z0e 152 0 LT 9 14 1T 89 14 zT €T € 8 o€ neAnL
00 € 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 € 0 0 0 ebuo |
€9y vl Ly 0 14 zT 14 L 0 0 0 0 0 0 spuess| nexo L
00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Spuejs| uowo|os
00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 BaUIND MaN ended
00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 puefs| uiedid
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ne fed
70 6 0 0 0 0 z 4 0 0 € 1 0 1 Spueis| euele |\ URBYLON
9T 14 0 0 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 anIN
80 6T 0 0 0 0 0 0 €T 82 9z LT 82 1z eluopaeD MON
00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 nineN
o€ GTT 0 6 or 1T 1T T 0T 1T 1T 6 GT L spuess| |leuseN
85 96€ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a8 0L 0 e 1req Iy
T0 LT 0 otT 0 T 0 S 0 T 0 0 0 0 weno
00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 BISSUOOIN JO SomelS ‘ped
Y 8T €8 06 Ly 25 8t Ly 8 €5 9 8Y 0L 09 esauAlod yousi4
LT L02'T  |oz /8 T. 0€T 0ct 9TT €ST 26 16 €91 1% el 1N
99 €TT L otT 8T 14 8 LT aT 9T L € € 14 spueis| %000
0 T 0 0 € T 0 0 otr 0 0 0 0 0 eowes uedLawy
sS9ey  sesed UOSSILIWOD d1}1%ed Yinos
T6/CT-T6/T |T699P T6A0U TE0 Tedes Tepoe T6 |In[ Teumnl 16 W TN TeSkw T6A) T6 el u1 Apuean)
[e10] 'wn) S911JuUn0D




SPC Ciguatera Information Bulletin #3

October 1993

SPEHIS — Monthly summaries — Fish poisoning — 1992
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Secretariat of the Pacific Community
SEAFOOD POISONING REPORT FORM

Please fill in the answers to the questions completely. Tick the boxes where appropriate.

Details of person filling in report form:

Name Job/ Position
Contact address
Date: Signature

Poisoned person's details:
Name Sex (M/F) Age (yrs)
Address

Details of the seafood that caused the poisoning: (tick all the boxes that apply)

Type of food Where caught How preserved What eaten How eaten
Fish O River [0 Fresh, noice_ ] Head [0  Unprepared (raw) [
Crab 0 Mangrove [ Fresh, iced [l Flesh [l  Marinated U
L obster [l Beach [l Frozen [0 skin [  Cooked U]
Other crustacean[]  Reef patch  []  Salted O Liver 0
Gastropod* [  Lagoon L Dried ] Roe 0
Bivalve* [0 outerreef _ [] Smoked (1 Other organs  How many others
Other mollusc__ [  Open sea [0 Pickled 0 (specify) ate this meal?
Other (specify) Other (specify) Other (specify) [0 felt sick?

U] ] l []  were admitted

Unknown [0 Unknown [0 Unknown 0 unknown__ [J to hospital?

What is the local name of the seafood?

What is the English name of the seafood?

Name of vendor or restaurant (if bought)

Name of place it was caught (if known)

When was the food eaten? Date Time

When did you first feel sick? Date Time

*  Gastropods are one-shelled seafoods like snails, trochus, conches, etc.
Bivalves are two-shelled seafoods like clams, mussels, cockles, oysters, etc.

Symptoms: (tick all the boxes that apply)

Burning or pain when touching cold water [ Pin pricking sensation on touching water U
Tingling or numbness sensations [] Strange taste in mouth 0
Difficulty or pain in urinating [ skin itching or redness O
Difficulty in breathing__ [] Excessive saivation [l Fever or chills U
Difficulty in walking [ Excessive sweati ng [0 Headache U]
Difficulty in talking [0 Diarrhoea (]  Joint aches O
Eye irritation [ Vomiting [l Muscle cramps U

Medical data:

Pulse Blood pressure  / Pupils

In case of death:

Date of death Autopsy findings

Other information

Pleasereturnthisformto:  Secretariat of the Pacific Community, BP D5, Nouméa
Cedex, 98848 New Caledonia

THANK YOU



