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Observations on the impact of the installation of a
pearl farm in Guaymas, Sonora, Mexico

Enrique Arizmendi, from Perlas de Guaymas, makes the
following observations:

a. There has been an increase in the number of spat
collected per bag for two consecutive years, both
for Pteria sterna and for Pinctada mazatlanica, as
our farm size has increased from research to
pilot to commercial. We think this is the logical
result of an important increase in the fertilisation
rates of these pearl oysters.

b. Seed collection results in a re-use, not an extrac-
tion, of the organisms. We do seed collection and
culture in the same bay and the pearl oysters stay
with us for about four years, during which time
they develop as fully mature adults and spawn
several times before harvest. We don’t know the
survival rates from pearl oyster larvae to fully
mature adults in the natural process but in cul-
ture it is about 80%. This is incredibly higher than
the rate that can be deduced from observations
on the number of adults in the natural beds (a
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few thousand) and of the larvae present (we can
collect up to 600 Pteria sterna spat per bag).

. Our collection and culture structures are work-

ing as artificial reefs for a great number of
species. The Sonoran coast is very productive,
but here at 28°N, there is a lack of suitable niches
because there are no coral reefs, and rocky reefs
are limited to the shoreline.

d. We have kept broodstock with the best traits for

several years in the best conditions. The quality
of these organisms for breeding is unsurpassable.

. We, as the pearl industry leaders, agree with

research groups in promoting the preservation of
the natural pearl beds (the wild organisms) of
both species of pearl oysters.
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