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Moves in French Polynesia to improve stan-
dards and marketing

A new association of independent producers has
recently been created, called the SPPTI (Syndicat
professionnel des perliculteurs de Tahiti et de ses Tles, or
the Consortium of Pearl Producers of Tahiti and its
Islands). Its objectives are to standardise a profes-
sional and technical approach to pearl classifica-
tion based on physical criteria of quality and to
regroup production to ensure better and more effi-
cientnational and international marketing of pearls
— basically, the exportation of a higher quality
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product. The association brings together approxi-
mately 60 independent farmers in the Tuamotu
Islands.

Anewgovernmentagency, the Groupementd'intérét
économique (GIE) Perles de Tahiti, has also just been
created. Made up of members of the government
and professionals, itisresponsible for developing a
better promotion strategy for our cultured pearls
on the world scene.

Editor's note: also see the article on page 12: The Papeete plan to keep pearls in black



