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Info on recent trochus harvest/export figures

Last Pohnpei (+ the three closest islands)
harvest in 1992 was 36 tons (short tons) and
wastakenin8hours. Buying price: US$1.50-
1.85 per Ib. Stock assessment for next harvest
hasalready been completed and, if thereisto
be a trochus season declared in 1993, it will
probably be 8 hours or less (Source: Tashiro
Ludwig).

Fiji 1992 trochus raw shell exports were 71
tonnesfor F$705,000 (previousexports: 1991:
103.38 t, F$901,010; 1990: 225.77 t,
F$3,266,760;1989: 235.55t, F$1,928,670; 1988:
398.47 t, F$2,010,420). Fiji also exports shell
buttons and blanks (1992: no quantities, but
value F$335,138; 1991: F$639,246; 1990:
F$1,008,837). Ban on exports in 1993, but
presumably buttons still allowed.

by Tim Adams
South Pacific Commission
Noumea, New Caledonia

Palau 1992 harvest was worth US$ 1,100,000
at export and 229 tonnes harvested (one of
the highest catches since trochus fishing
started in the 1920s) following amoratorium
of 2 years. The Palau trochus open season
has been one month in duration since Japa-
nese mandate times.

Aitutaki (Cook Islands) harvest in 1992 was
28 tonnes.




