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Searching for small juvenile Trochus
niloticus in complex coral structures is a
difficult task at the best of times, but it is
made even more difficult by the presence
of other similar juvenile gastropods.
Differentiating between small juvenile
Trochus spp. in the field is often hard and
can lead to the unnecessary collection of
specimens for later examination.

During surveys on reefs of northwestern
Australia, the principal confusion lay
between Trochus niloticus and Trochus
histrio. A reliable character to differentiate
between the two in the field was found to
be the number of parallel ridges on the
base of the shell (Fig. 1). T. histrio has six
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Figure 1. The number and strength of ridges differentiate
Trochus niloticus from T. histrio.

or seven distinct and strongly nodulous ridges, When juvenile T. niloticus grow to about 20 mm
whereas T. niloticus has 13-16 weak ridges becom- shell width, the ridging is lost; however, at this
ing less distinct toward the outer edge of the shell. size they can be readily and reliably identified by
The ridges were easily checked by running a thumb colouration and patterning. i

nail across the shell base.




