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Introduction

Solomon Islands (SI) domestic tuna fishery began in 1972 with the establishment of Solomon Taiyo Limited
(STL). Since then the fishery has grown to become one of the major foreign exchange earners and the largest
employer in the country. The current domestic fleet comprised of poie-and-line, purse seine and longline fleets.
In addition to this, Japanese (PL,LL&PS), Taiwanese (LL &PS) and Korean (PS) foreign fishing vessels also
fish in the SI waters under bi-lateral arrangements, whilst US purse seiners have access to a restricted zone of
the EEZ under the Multi-lateral Treaty arrangement. Arrangements to have the restricted zone extended is

awaiting member countries' endorsement.

2000 saw the down-turn of SI tuna fisheries as a result of a two years social unrest. The unrest forced fishing companies
to cease operation. STL, Solomon Islands' veteran tuna company also suffered greatly and this has resulted in Taiyo
Gyogyo having to withdraw its shares in July 2000. STL is now 100% owned by the SI Government's Investment

Corporation of Solomon Islands (ICSI).

The commercial tuna fishery sector is largely based on the country's rich tuna resources and has previously
been managed based on a quota system, which allocates catch quotas to various licence holders. Since 1999,
under the new Tuna Development and Management Plan however, licence limitations and area restriction have

become the two strategies used to regulate the tuna fisheries.

Total Catches

An overview of historical annual catches in the SI waters, from 1971 -2000, is presented in Table 1. The catches for the
years 1995 -1998 have all exceeded 100,00 mt per year, with domestic fleets accounting for an average of 39% and
foreign 61 %. This was a fall in domestic fleet's dominance in the early 90s of which it hadbeen contributing an average of
74% (1990 -1994) as compared to foreign's 26%. The 1999 catch dropped to 47,240 mt and slashed further down to an all
time low of 7,496 mt in 2000. The falls in 1999 and 2000 were direct results of the exodus of fishing vessels from the SI
waters and the closure of many locally based fishing companies due to the social unrest situation, which devoured the

country during the past two

years.

Table 2. presents the total domestic catches by number of companies and number of fishing vessels.

Domestic Pole-and-line(DPL) catches have revolted around 20,000 mt between 1996 -1999 and then dropped to 2,695.7
mt in 2000. Like the DPL fleet, the domestic single purse seine (DSPS) fleet catch has dropped from 20,011 in 1999 to
just 2,365 mt in 2000, whilst the domestic group purse seine (DGPS) fleet catch dropped from 4,186 mt to 1,040 mt
during the same period. The domestic longline (DLL) catch was least affected during the period, having only dropped
from 1,212 mt to 1,057 mt.



Contribution wise, the DPL fleet have during the past five years, been contributing an average of 50% of the domestic

catch per year, DSPS fleet 35%, the DGPS 11% and DLL fleet 4%.

Fleet Structure

The current fleet structure is presented in Table 3. A total of 5 locally based companies were licensed to fish for tuna in
2000. Of these, 3 companies were licensed to operate purse seiners, 2 companies poie-and-liners, one company tuna
longliners, and 2 companies shark longliners. Only STL has continued to operate its GPS fleet in 2000. In 1999, 15 locally
based companies were registered. In addition to the domestic fleets, 3 Japanese associations have been granted licence to
operate foreign longline, poie-and-line and purse seine vessels in the SI waters under a bi-lateral arrangement. Taiwan
Deep Sea Tuna Association (PS&LL) and Korea Deep Sea Tuna Association (PS) have also been granted licence to
operate under similar bi-lateral arrangements, whilst US seiners also have access under the multi-lateral treaty

arrangement to operate purse seiners. Two companies have been licensed to do shark longlining.

In total, 201 fishing vessels were licensed to fish in the SI waters in 2000. This comprised of 35 (IS local & 20 foreign)
tuna longliners, 54 (23 local & 31 foreign) pole-and-liners, 91 (8 local & 83 foreign) purse seiners and 13 shark

longliners.

As of July, 2001, 142 (22 domestic &120 foreign) fishing vessel have been registered to fish in the SI EEZ. The domestic
pole-and-line fleet has drastically reduced its fleet from 23 boats in 2000 to just two (2) in 2001. This was a direct result
of STL' s closing of most operations and closing down. Currently there are only two pole-aDd-line vessels licenced to

fish. STL's group purse seine fleet operation has also been terminated indefinitely.

Catch by Species for EachGearType

Table 4(a). presents the annual catch composition, by species for each gear type for the domestic fleets for 1995 -2000.
The highest domestic catch of 48,241 mt was recorded in 1998 and this comprised of 38,028 mt skipjack (Katsuwonus
pelamis), 8,041 mt yellowfin (Thunnus albacares), 740 mt bigeye (Thunnus obesus), 370 mt Albacore (Thunnus
alalunga), 91 mt marlin and 20 mt others. During the last three years, skipjack (~70%) and yellowfin (~20%) have
accounted for an average of about 90% of the domestic catches. Skipjack has always been the predominant species of

poie-and-line catches, accounting for around 90% of total catches. Yellowfin accounts for the remaining 10%.

Skipjack and yellowfin were the major species caught by purse seining, whilst yellowfin and bigeye were the predominant

species caught by longline.

For the foreign fleets, Table 4(b), the catch fluctuated around 67,000 mt from 1995 to 1998 until it slashed down to 2,428
mt in 1999 and further down to just 338 mt in 2000.



Final Market Destination of Catches (1996)

Table 5(a) & (b) gives the export destinations ofSI tuna products from 1990 -2000. Major buyers of frozen fish are Japan
and Thailand; canned products are UK, Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea; fishmeal are Taiwan and Singapore. Only Japan

imports smoked fish from the SI. SI's fresh(chilled) tuna are principally exported to Japan and Taiwan.

Onshore Developments

Transshipment

A total of 532 transshipments were made at the three designated SI ports between 1997 -2001. Most of these
transshipments took place towards the end of 1997 and through the first half of 1998. These activities have
earned the Government substantial income through levies and port entry fees. Transshipment activities have

reduced greatly during the past two years, with only 7 transshipments recorded for 2000.

Processing

Only STL had continued to do canning and operate a fishmeal and a fish smoking (arabushi) plants. The new

STL company will continue to do canning and fish smoking.

Solgreen Enterprises Limited alone is currently engaged in onshore packaging of fresh tuna and billfish for

export. A total of 1,485 mt and 816 mt of fresh tuna was exported in 1999 and 2000 respectively.

Future Prospects and Developments

Tuna policy review

A review of the Solomon Islands Tuna Fisheries was undertaken in 1998 and this has resulted in the production of the
Solomon Islands National Tuna Management and Development Plan. The Plan provides for a clear and transparent
procedure in the decision-making process with the aim of sustaining exploitable stocks, minimising environmental, social
and cultural impacts, increasing domestic participation, increasing foreign revenue, enhancing administrative support and

ensuring accountability.

This is in support of the Fisheries Act 1998, which provides for the long-term conservation and sustainable
utilisation of fishery resources that enhances the maximisation of benefits and participation of nationals in the

exploitation, management and development of fishery resources including tuna.



Observers Programme

The Solomon Islands has been running a domestic observers programme since the early 70s. In 1997 the programme was
been re-strengthened with the training of 25 observers, 18 of which were immediately recruited on contract basis. A total
of 172 trips were made from 1998 -2000, and of this 57% were on domestic boats and 43 on foreign. The program was
temporarily suspended early this year due to the closure of many operations, but has now been reactivated with the

recalling of six observers.

Four(4) port samplers, with funding assistance from SPC, were stationed at the two major landing fishing
ports, Noro (STL) and Tulagi (NFD). Because of the social unrest problem the port sampling project was also
affected badly.

Eligibility Point Evaluation System

An eligibility point evaluation system has been introduced to ensure that vessels and companies to be involved
in tuna fishing, especially joint-venture companies, are genuine, hence maximise benefits derivable from the

country's tuna resources.



1'96%°L £8¢E - €8¢¢ - 8LEIY 0°LS0°1 ['69¢€C 0°070°l L'S69C 0002
96ET’LY |['8TFT - 1'8T¥C - STIStrE  |STIT 0'110°0C | 0981V 0'Z0¥°61 | 6661
9°076'S11 [26/979 |9°SHI 9°€€5°L9 - FIPCSF 1976981 0910°L1 | 0°0¥T'S 86I1vC | 8661
0'TES01  [£L°9¢0°0L |V 60%°T €VIT99  |0°EIPT £C8F8E  |0°€6L 1 0€I¥FTl | 0829C €159°1C | L661
8CLEDVOT [F/£0T9 I81¥EY  10°LE69S  [9°8SL F8EERE €780 060201 | 0'1¥6°S 1'901°1T | 9661
€89S°LIT |6/#81L9 |€0FE]  |0°L0L°8S  [9°008 0.6  |9°0€S 0'I¥6€l | 0'V06°C 8PPETE | S661
S'L968S  |F8E6'FT  |0VPTE  |60T0°LT  |SELOY  |I'6T0FE 0°0£5°9 0'8€7°9 1'19C°1C | ¥661
v'870°8€  [C6F8'®  |0°L01°C  |T°0TL'S  |0°81 70767 0°€L6Y 0'86£°9 TTERLT £661
['ISE0F  [96Er6 1"€S¥°T 0'8.8°9 S0l SCI6°0€ 0 1¥¥°9 0'8ELY S 9€L'61 7661
0'8V8VS €206 6665V 6'0VLT S99L L 0F69F 0101 0'819°9 L1TT9€ 1661
L'8O¥LE 06,901 |0°0£8°C 1'6 6'6£8°0  |L67L9C 0'600°C 0'191°9 L'65S°81 | 0661
8LEI'IY  |06/6F  |0°906F - 0€L 8861 9¢ 00£L°C 0'095°9 8'898°6T | 6861
L'9ET'8y  |07cF'®  |0TL6°L  |0T9T 0881 LFIS6E 0¥6T°C 0°69%°t L'1S0°€E | 8861
80VSTE (86661 0°'L66 0°€76 86L 017508 09199 0'S76'€T | L861
TO8Y'LY |S0ZI'E  |0°6S0°E S'19 L 6SEFF 0'LES'S L'7Z8°8¢ | 9861
9°058°CE  |L'668°L 0'9LSY L'E€TEC 160564 |0¥¥T 0'TLYT 6'¥€T'ST | S861
€06€°LE  |L0I6T |TLTIT 0'89€°1 S'SIy 96LFPE  |0'PTE 0°955°¢ 9'665°0¢ | ¥861
OVLI‘LE  [SPOFL S'8LIT  109TTS - €69.6Z |0°€0S §997°6T | £861
STOlve  |S44£9  |0LSI'E  |09€8°T  |SH8E 0STLLT  |0°E0F 0'TCELL 7861
86CI°lE 87629  [TO0LY  |0°€6L°T  |9°108 0'S€8°TC  10°60T 0'929CC | 1861
6'966°9C |6°€#CF  |68ILT  |0°6L6 0'9%S 0°§5.°C7C (0818 0'5€6°1C | 0861
['919°LT |I'00I'S  |0°S9S°T - 1'S€S 09IS+T  |0°SIL 0'108°€C | 6L61
6'8S1°61 6708 6v€T - 00LT 0#S9°9I  |0°00€ 0'pSE8I 8L61
00VS0C 08I - - 0'8€I8  |0CorTl |0°L8T 0°S11°TI LL61
09.8GE 069861 - - 059861 |071091 |0°CIT 0°66L°S1 9L61
0vTy'ST  |0°6sT'8 - - 0'6ST8 10691 0'691°L SL61
0'791°LT 01689 - - 0'1€8°9 o701 0'1€E0l | ¥L61
0°€169 0°697 - - 0'69C 0F#r99  0°TEI 0'CTIS9 €L61
0°0S6°L 0S¥ - - 0S¥ 0°506°L 0°506°L TL6l1
0TILY - - - - 0IILY 011LY 161
[e3o} ﬂ:&.-u Nuua 7 oﬂm_w-cwm J2UIRS |duUl] 29 9|0 mwor o.:—w:cﬂ .—oﬂmvw JOUIOS Q:o.-U unj [oJ I IVIA
NOITIOA DILSAINOA

‘3991 US13.10 pue dnsowo(] 10§ AdL ], 1830 £q MIIAIAQ YIIe) AIdYSI] eun] jenuuy :J dqe],




0°010°1 [ 1 1'S9€C [4 (4 0°LSO‘T 14! 1 L'S69°T 8t [4 000¢
0981y I I 0°'110°02 € [4 STITL 91 I 020 61 9¢ (4 6661
0°0rZ's I I 0'910°L1 3 [4 9°598°1 IC [4 8611°%T 8¢ [4 8661
0'879°C 1 I 0°€Ib‘TI € C 0°€6LT 81 S €191 53 [4 L661
0'I¥6°s I [ 0°60T°01 [4 C €780°1 €l L 1'901°12 143 C 9661
0'706°€ I [ 0°'Iv6°El [4 C 9°0¢S 6 14 8 PPeIE [43 C $661
S[ossoA | saruedwod Aueduwo) sjassaa | Auedwio) sjassoA | satueduio))
() yne) | jo oN Jo 'ON () yne) |s]assarjooN| Jo "ON (u) yne) | jo -oN JoroN | Qu)yne)d| jo-oN Jo'oN | dVHA
aurds asang dnoin auag asung I3uig aui| Suory aury pue ajod

0007 — S661 WO} SIYIIEI [£10) PuE S[3ssIA pue Kueduiod Jo Joquinu Aq $)33[ dNsawo(q T dqe],




Table 3: Fleet structure (2000 and 2001 up to July 15™)

ES & ~ % 3 % g
* S 2255 |« |82 [E5 E
+ s 822 |35 |ER 52 |
S A T R A I
|Domestic 2000 e B
GLOBAL INVESTMENT 0 0 0 0 4 9 13
NFD 0 4 0 2 3 0 9
SOLFISH & TUNA CO. 0 0 0 0 0 6 6
SOLGREEN 0 0 14 0 0 0 14
STL 2 1 0 21 1 0 25
TOTAL| 2 5 15 23 _.L_h? 15 67
[fqreign 2000 TN
JAPANTUNA 0 0 4 26 0 0 30
KINKATSUKYO 0 0 7 5 0 0 12
Japan Farseas PS Fish. Ass| () 0 0 0 12 0 12
Taiwan Deep Sea Tuna 0 0 9 0 38 0 47
US Vessels 0 0 0 0 33 0 33
Total 0 0 20 31 83 0 134
Domestic 200 . - a
[ |GLOBAL INVESTMENT 0 0 0 0 0 4 4
NFD 0 1 0 0 2 0 3
SOLFISH & TUNA CO. 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
SOLGREEN 0 0 11 0 0 0 11
STL 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
0 | 1  | 1 2 l 2 6 22 |
Foreign 2001 T :
JAPANTUNA 0 0 4 26 0 0 30
KINKATSUKYO 0 0 7 5 0 0 12
Japan Farseas PS Fish. Ass| () 0 0 0 17 0 17
Taiwan Deep Sea Tuna 0 0 3 0 36 0 39
Korea Deep Sea Tuna Ass 0 0 0 0 27 0 27
Hainan Quebec Fishing 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
Tuna Pacific Agency 0 0 6 0 0 0 6
US Vessels 0 0 0 0 - 0 -
Grand Total 0 0 20 33 80 0 120
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Table S (a): Major Tuna Product Export Destinations

Tuna Product

Destination

Frozen tuna

Indonesia, Japan(*), Thailand, Phillipines, Pagppago

Canned Australia, Japan, Vanuatu, PNG, Greece, UK (*)
Smoked tuna Japan (*)

Fish meal Japan, Taiwan (*), Hong kong, Singapore
Chilled tuna Japan (*)

Key * (major importer)

Table 5 (b): Summary of Tuna Products Export, 1990 — 2000

Year Frozen fish Canned fish Smoked fish Fishmeal Chillled Fish TOTALS

1990 17,090 2,794 521 - 20,405
1991 47,558 4,854 406 - - 52,819
1992 27,845 5,449 429 - - 33,723
1993 15,435 5,774 504 - - 21,712
1994 23,065 7,712 839 - - 31,616
1995 38,698 6,554 1,545 - - 46,798
1996 22,605 6,236 899 8 - 29,749
1997 25,910 7,524 945 70 2,760 37,2009
1998 37,292 1,446 149 118 2,153 41,158
1999 24,417 - - - 1,486 25,903
2000 - - - - 816 816




