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First harvest of hatchery pearls in French
Polynesia

As part of the comprehensive pearl oyster research
being conducted in French Polynesia, the Rangiroa
station has been working on reproduction under
artificial conditions as well as on pearl quality
improvement.

Recently, it harvested the first lot of pearls ever
produced by hatchery oysters. No significant dif-
ference was observed between the pearls produced
by hatchery oysters and by oysters taken from the
natural environment, seeded simultaneously and
maintained in identical conditions after seeding.
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by Philippe Cabral,
EVAAM,
Rangiroa, French Polynesia

On the basis of this very promising result, more
refined studies will now be undertaken on genetics
and selection of oysters for seeding.

Other pearl quality research improvement in
progressatRangiroadealswith seeding procedures
(insertion zone and place of nucleus) and the
influence of the carrier-shell. Future investigations
will aim to find ways of reducing post-seeding
mortality, which has been very high ever since the
outbreak in 1984 of an unidentified disease.




