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Introduction 
 

The Statistical Digest provides a range of statistics and performance measures related 
to school education in Samoa. 
 
The information included in the digest is the latest information that is available as of May 
2009.  Historical data has also been included to reflect changes over time. 
 
The Digest is divided into two parts: 

• Part 1 – Data from School Census Information System 

• Part 2 – Data from sources other than the School Census Information System 
 
 

Part 1 
Data from School Census Information System 
The Annual School Census data collection held on 4th March 2009, is a major source of 
statistical information.  The census data is stored in the Ministry’s school census 
information system called Manumea.  The school census information system includes a 
series of reports, which can be automatically produced.  These reports are contained in 
Part 1 of the Statistical Digest. 
 
 

Part 2 
Data from sources other than the School Census Information System 
The Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture’s performance measure framework 
includes a range of indicators that are not automatically produced from the School 
Census Information System.  Data has been assembled from a range of sources such 
as examination results and personnel information. This information is contained in Part 2 
of the Statistical Digest. 
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Definitions 
 

Apparent Retention Rate compares the number of students in a given year with 
the size of the cohort.  For example, the apparent 
retention rate of Years 9-12 for 2009 is calculated as the 
number of students in year 12 in 2009 divided by the 
number of students in year 9 in 2006. 

 

Completion Rates the percentage of students sitting the national exams is a 
measure of completion rates, e.g. percentage of students 
sitting year 8 exam is a measure of how many students 
starting year 8 actually complete year 8.  

 

Drop-out Rate The percentage of students who neither progressed from 
one level to the next or repeat the level. 

 
Pri-Sec (Primary-Secondary) A school that provides both primary and secondary 

levels, e.g. Paul V1 College has Year 7 & 8 levels.  It 
should be noted that Robert Louis Stevenson School is 
counted as two schools because of their physical 
locations. 

 
SPELL Test A test taken by all year 4 and year 6 students in 

Government schools.  Most Non-Government schools 
also participate, but it is not compulsory. It provides an 
indication of the students whose learning outcomes are 
identified as being at risk so that they receive attention 
from teachers in their reading and numeracy 
programmes. 

 
Student Teacher Ratio is calculated as the number of students at a school 

divided by the total number of teachers (including 
Principals) at the school.  Data is from Annual School 
Census. 

 
Transitional Rate is the percentage of students who complete one level 

and move on to the immediate level. For example, the 
transitional rate into Post-Secondary studies is the 
number of students who commenced post-secondary 
education in 2009 (Institute of Higher Education, Institute 
of Technology) as a percentage of the students who 
were in Year 13 in 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 1 – Data from School Census 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Produced using Manumea, the School 
Census Information System 
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Part 2 – Data from Sources other than 
School Census Information System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
1
Average raw score at National Yr. 8 Examinations 
All (Government and Non Government) for Core Subjects 

 

 
Number of Students sitting Yr. 8 National Examinations 

 
Percentage of Yr.8 Students

2
 that sat the Yr.8 National Examination 

All Students (Government and Non-Government) 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Data at this stage is not available disaggregated by gender, location etc. (This is required to calculate performance 

measures 1.2, 1.4 of the Performance Framework) 
2
 The percentage of year 8 students sitting year 8 exams is a measure of year 8 completion rate. 

Year 8 National Examination Subject Raw Mean Scores
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Average Raw Score at National Year 12 Examinations 
All (Government and Non Government) for Core Subjects

3
 

 
 

 
 
 
Number of Students

4
 sitting National Year12 Examination 

All (Government and Non Government) 

 
 
 
 

                                                           
3
 Data at this stage is not available disaggregated by gender, location (1.2, 1.4 of the Performance Framework). 
4
 Total number of students who sat any one of the year 12 exams.  Note that no subjects are compulsory at year 12, 

however most students undertake English, Samoan and Mathematics.  However, individual schools may have a policy of 
some subjects being compulsory. 

 

Samoa School Certificate Subject Raw Means

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

E
n
g
li
s
h

S
a
m
o
a
n

M
a
th
e
m
a
ti
c
s

G
e
o
g
ra
p
h
y

H
is
to
ry

B
io
lo
g
y

C
h
e
m
is
tr
y

P
h
y
s
ic
s

S
c
ie
n
c
e

A
g
ri
c
u
lt
u
ra
l 
S
c
ie
n
c
e

A
c
c
o
u
n
ti
n
g

E
c
o
n
o
m
ic
s

T
y
p
in
g

C
o
m
p
u
te
r 
S
tu
d
ie
s

F
o
o
d
 &
 N
u
tr
it
io
n

W
o
o
d
 T
e
c
h
n
o
lo
g
y

V
is
u
a
l 
A
rt
s

M
u
s
ic

H
e
a
lt
h
 &
 P
.E
.

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Part 2 – Page 2 



Primary Students Identified as at Risk
5
, Year 4, All Schools (Government and Non- Government) 

Results from SPELL One Test 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5
 A test taken by all year 4  students in Government schools.  Most non-Government schools also participate, but it is not 

compulsory. It provides an indication of the students whose learning outcomes are identified as being at risk so that they 
receive attention from teachers in their reading and numeracy programmes. 

Students Identified as at Risk (%), Year 4
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Primary Students identified as at Risk
6
, Year 6, Government Schools 

Results from SPELL Two Test 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
6
 A test taken by all year 6 students in Government schools.  Most non-Government schools also participate, but it is not 

compulsory. It provides an indication of the students whose learning outcomes are identified as being at risk so that they 
receive attention from teachers in their reading and numeracy programmes. 

Students Identified as at Risk (%), Year 4
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�ational Participation Rate 

 

 

 

 

Source: Population estimates were provided by the Statistical Services Division of the Ministry of Finance and UNESCO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Participation Rates (2001-2009)
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Number of Government Schools that are meeting the National Standards for Primary Students – Teacher Ratio of 
1 Teacher to 30 Students (1:30) 

 
 

Number of Government Schools that are meeting the National Standards for Secondary Students – Teacher Ratio 
of 1 Teacher to 20 Students (1:20) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Percentage of Government Schools meeting the Teacher-Student Ratio Policy
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Apparent retention rate
7
 for All Schools 

 
 

 
 

Students commencing First Year of Tertiary Studies
8
 

 
 
Transition Rate

9
 from Year 13 to identified Tertiary Education 

 

                                                           
7
 Apparent Retention Rate compares the number of students in a given year with the size of the cohort some years ago.  

For example, the apparent retention rate of Year 9-12 for 2009 is calculated as the number of students in year 12 in 2009 
divided by the number of students who were in Year 9 in 2006. 
8
 Students commencing at USP are not included. 
9
 Transition rate into Post School Education is the number of students who commenced post-school education in 2009   

(Institute of Higher Education, Institute of Technology) as a percentage of the students who were in Year 13 in 2008. 
Students commencing at USP are not included. 

National Apparent Retentiopn Rates, 2002-2009
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