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Importance of community participation and
customary knowledge for coral reef conser-
vation highlighted at the 7th Coral Reef Sym-
posium in Guam

From June 23 to 26, 1992, more than 500 coral reef
scientists, managers and policy-makers came to-
gether in Guam for the 7th International Coral Reef
Symposium. In addition to a range of sessions on
coral reef biology, monitoring and education, one
session, 'Community-Based Coral Reef Manage-
ment’, focused on the effectiveness and appropri-
ateness of empowering local communities with the
authority and responsibility for managing the use
of coral reef and coastal resources.

The session, organised by Greenpeace, brought
together practitioners from eight countries to
present and discuss their experiences of involving
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communities in and developing collaborative gov-
ernment — community programs for the sustain-
able use and conservation of coral reef ecosystems.
Presenters used their experience to demonstrate
various methods for getting communities to par-
ticipate in reef management, the effectiveness and
appropriateness of community-based and collabo-
rative coral reef management, the importance of
marine tenure, practices and knowledge for sus-
taining reef ecosystems, the role of international
NGOs and institutional requirements for commu-
nity-based and collaborative management, the
range of management challenges which could ben-
efit from increased community responsibility and



SPC Traditional Marine Resource Management and Knowledge Information Bulletin #2

March 1993

authority, and the importance of monitoring and
awareness for successful community-based man-
agement.

The session was chaired by Alan White of the
University of Rhode Island’s Coastal Resource Cen-
ter. Bob Johannes of CSIRO emphasised the grow-
ing trend in the Pacific and elsewhere toward
decentralisation of coral reef and coastal fisheries
management functions. He reminded the audience
that indigenous coral reef management systems
and knowledge have been functioning for millen-
nia with varying success in maintaining the eco-
logical integrity of coral reefs, and that these sys-
tems provide the context within which manage-
ment problems need to be understood and partici-
patory solutions developed.

Theinformation providedand lessonslearned were
new to many participants, as the session was the

first of its kind to be included in an International
Coral Reef Symposium. These lessons, and several
of the cases through which they were illustrated,
will be published in a book '‘Community-Based
Coral Reef Management: Lessons from Experience’,
now being developed in collaboration by
Greenpeace, University of Rhode Island Coastal
Resource Center, and the Caribbean Natural Re-
source Institute. It is hoped to publish the volume
in late 1993.

In addition, the session spurred the formation of an
international network to facilitate information ex-
change, assist capacity development and generate
support for community-based and collaborative
coral reef management worldwide.

For further information, please write to Lafcadio
Cortesi, Greenpeace Pacific Campaign, 139
Townsend St., San Francisco, CA 94107, USA.



