
Above: Part of a handline catch of sweetlip, schnapper, trevally and kingfish, 
taken during Mr. van Pel's investigations. Right: Mr. Harold Allen, 85-year-old 

Norfolk Island fisherman, caught this huge grouper during the survey. 

Norfolk Island 
Fisheries Survey 

Though popular edible species of fish are 
very plentiful around Norfolk Island, 
transport and marketing of catches offer 

serious problems. 

By H. VAN PEL* 
TVTORFOLK Island is the only territory 

within the South Pacific Commis
sion's area which does not have a tropical 
or sub-tropical climate. Its flora and 
fauna are quite different from anything 
found in other South Pacific territories. 

* Fisheries Officer, South Pacific Commission. 

Norfolk Island, five miles long by 
three wide, is situated on an underwater 
plateau, sixty miles by twenty. The island 
has a population of about 1,025. Sea-
birds and rabbits alone inhabit two 
smaller islands nearby. 

Depths over the underwater plateau 
vary, but the bottom is invariably rocky. 
Both pelagic fish such as bonito, tuna 
and kinghsh, and coastal or bottom 
species such as sweetlip and grouper, 
are very plentiful around Norfolk Island, 
and large catches can be taken in a 
variety of ways. 

Small motor fishing boats are used. 
Due to the absence of any harbour or 
shelter they have to be launched and 
landed by a crane on a small pier, and 
can operate only in good weather. 

Fishing with poles or handlines from 
the rocky shores is popular, though most 
of the fishing is done from boats. Bulk 
of the catch is provided by the sweetlip 
Emperor (Lethrinus chrysostomus), but 
other species such as grouper, trevally, 
kingfish, bonito, shark and stonefish are 
also caught in quantities. 

Special mention must be made of the 
"dream fish". So far I have not been 
able to obtain a correct identification of 
this fish, but I have been informed by 
reliable persons that eating it very often 
results in nightmares. 

A whaling station has been established 
on Norfolk Island and its allotted quota 

(Continued on page 36) 

Humpback whale being flensed at the Norfolk 
Island whaling station. 
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(Continued from page 21) 
is 120 whales per year. These are hump
backs. caught near the shore during their 
migrations to and from warmer waters 
near the Equator. 

Actually, transport and marketing are 
the main problems in the development 
of commercial fisheries on the island. 
The distance from Norfolk Island to 
Sydney is 930 miles. However, frozen 
fish fillets have to be shipped there by 
the only regular shipping line, which 
operates via the New Hebrides and the 
Solomon Islands, a distance of close on 
3,000 miles. 

According to Norfolk Islanders, this "dream 
fish" when eaten often causes nightmares. 
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