October 1994

SPC Trochus Information Bulletin #3

Notes on trochus (Lola) shell production in
South Sulawesi Province, Indonesia

In the last issue (Bulletin #2) the production of
trochus shell was presented for Maluku Province,
Indonesia for the years 1987-1991.

Here, we present data from annual statistics for
South Sulawesi Province obtained from the
Provincial Fisheries Department (Dinas Perikanan,
Ujung Pandang).

The figure on page 16 is based upon those records.
Comparison with the Maluku records show a very
similar pattern, with peak productionin 1989and a
major plummet in 1990 and 1991.

Thge table is modified slightly from the Dinas
Perikanan annual statistics to show the percentage
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increase or drop in total shell weight from the
previous year, and the annual value per tonne.

Records of trochus shell production for South
Sulawesi Province

Y ear % increase/decrease U.S.$/
in total shell weight tonne
from previous years

1988 - 3,830

1989 -85.2 7,764

1990 -73.0 9,890

1991 -3.7 6,690
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Thehigh price of shell pertonnein 1989 was certainly
an incentive for increased fishing pressure here in
South Sulawesi, and presumably also in Maluku.

However, the sharp decrease in total shell weight
from 1989 to 1990 does indicate a serious reduction
of stocks, especially considering that the value per
tonne increased during this period.

This indication of serious reduction in stocks is
reinforced by the ban on collection of trochus shell
from 1992 onwards, by governmentregulation U.U.
no. 5/1990. This ban includes other molluscs such
as giant clams.



