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YELLOWFIN TUNA LANDINGS IN AMERICAN SAMOA, 197 6-1992 

Peter Craig, Dept. of Marine and Wildlife Resources 
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799. June 1993. 

This report describes landings of yellowfin tuna in American 
Samoa, including (1) commercial landings of distant-water 
yellowfin for processing at canneries, and (2) artisanal and 
recreational catches within American Samoa's EEZ. 

Yellowfin tuna account for 23% of all fish landed at American 
Samoa's canneries. The first deliveries of yellowfin tuna by US 
purse seiners were made in 1976 (Fig. 1). In recent years (1988-
1992), yellowfin landings have ranged 20,000-45,000 mt (Table 1). 
Most of this was caught by US purse seiners (93%), the remainder 
was bycatch from US trollers and foreign longliners. 

In the artisanal fishery, yellowfin account for 18-32% of the 
total pelagic harvest. Catches of yellowfin in coastal waters 
have averaged 17 mt/y over the past decade (Fig. 2), and CPUE has 
been fairly stable (Fig. 3). 

In sportfish tournaments, yellowfin catches average 1.3 mt/y and 
account for 3 5% of the harvest. Average and maximum weights of 
sport-caught yellowfin are 25.5 lb (11.6 kg) and 185 lb (84.1 kg) 
(Fig. 4). 

o 

o 
z 

80,000 

60,000 

40,000 

5 ' 20,000 

90 92 

FIGURE 1. Yel lowfin tuna land ings in Amer ican Samoa. 

L I B R A R Y 
SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION 



TABLE 1. Estimated landings of yellowfin tuna in 
American Samoa, 1976-1992. Longline data prior to 
1988 are not available. 
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FIGURE 2. Art isanal catch of yel lowf in tuna in American Samoa. 
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FIGURE 3. Yel lowfin tuna CPUE in a'rtisanal 

f ishery in American Samoa. 
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FIGURE 4. Largest and average sizes of yellowfin tuna 

caught in tournaments in American Samoa. 


