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THIRD REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR PACIFIC WOMEN IN MARITIME
Cairns, Australia
27" February - 3" March 2023

1. The Third Regional Conference for Pacific Women in Maritime was held in Cairns,
Australia, from 28 February - 03 March 2023. The Conference hosted by the Australian
Government through the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA), and jointly
coordinated by the Pacific Community (SPC) and the International Maritime
Organization (IMO), and attended by representatives from Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati,
Nauru, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu,
the Executive Committee of the Pacific Women In Maritime Association (PacWIMA),
partners from AMSA, Maritime New Zealand, the Torres Strait Regional Authority
(TSRA), the Women International Shipping and Trading Association (WISTA) Australia,
World Maritime University (WMU), the Adopt a Ship Programme and private sector
organizations. The list of participants is in Annex 1.

2.  The opening remarks were delivered by the Manager for International and Domestic
Engagement of AMSA, Elisa Boughton, who highlighted that the Pacific is a region of
maritime nations with strong seafaring cultures, with knowledge, expertise, and
dedication to create new opportunities for women in the maritime community. This was
followed by an introductory address by the IMQ’s focal point for the Women in
Maritime Programme, Mariana Noceti, who reiterated IMO’s commitment to gender
inclusivity as enshrined in the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The keynote
address by SPC’s Principal Strategic Lead for Pacific Women and Girls, Mereseini
Rakuita, who echoed SPC’s support to drive transformational change for Pacific women
in the maritime sector. This was followed by the PacWIMA Chairperson Dinah Inape-
Omenefa, who acknowledged the oversight and support by SPC, IMO, Maritime
Administrations and Employers as key to continue the work of women in the maritime
sector.

3. The Conference expressed its deepest appreciation to the Australia Government,
AMSA, and the people of Australia for the excellent arrangements made in hosting the
Conference.
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The Conference:

4, Reaffirmed the Pacific maritime sector’s commitment to achieve UN SDG 5: Achieve
gender equality and empower all women and girls and other SDGs related to maritime.

5.  Agreed to maintain the Resolutions of the First Regional Conference for Pacific Women
in Maritime hosted by Tonga in 2016, as the high-level priorities to guide the Pacific
region towards gender equity and equality in the maritime sector.

6. Acknowledged the progress made since the Second Regional Conference for Pacific
Women in Maritime hosted by Papua New Guinea in 2018, which included the
development and endorsement of the Regional Strategy for Pacific Women in Maritime
2020 - 2024 (the Strategy) during the 4™ PRETMM in Samoa in 2019 and the
establishment of 18 May as the IMO proclaimed International Day for Women in
Maritime.

7.  Acknowledged the challenges faced by women in the implementation of the Strategy
during the COVID-19 pandemic; agreed to continue implementing the Strategy; and
requested SPC support and mobilization of necessary resources.

8.  Agreed to update the Transport Ministers at the upcoming 5% Pacific Regional Energy
and Transport Ministerial Meeting (PRETMM), 8 — 12 May 2023 on the status of the
implementation of the Strategy; and to seek the endorsement of the Ministers for the
development of a new Regional Strategy for Pacific Women in Maritime 2025 — 2030
for presenting at the 61 PRETMM.

9. Agreed to task SPC to mobilize resources, on behalf of PacWIMA, to carry out the
consultative process required for the development and relevant implementation of a
new Regional Strategy for Pacific Women in Maritime 2025 — 2030.

10. Agreed to promote the adoption of a cross-cutting sectoral approach in dealing with the
challenges faced by women in the maritime sector; mainstream gender in the maritime
sector; and foster gender-responsive budgeting within Maritime Administrations and
National Governments as a proposed action by Ministers at the upcoming 5" PRETMM
and other relevant Ministerial and Pacific Leaders Dialogues.

11. Encouraged State WIMAs to collect and share reliable data to establish a baseline in
support to the Regional Strategy and measure progress towards achieving the
PacWIMA'’s objectives; as well as to assist their relevant Maritime Administrations in
completing the 2024 IMO Women in Maritime Survey.
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12. Following the decision to have a joint meeting of the 9™ Pacific Search and Rescue
(PacSAR) Workshop and the 3" Regional Conference for Pacific Women in Maritime,
supported the recognition of PacWIMA as a strategic partner to Pacific Island Countries
and Territories (PICTs) in SAR efforts, and the continuation of the collaborative efforts
between PacWIMA and SAR operators in the Pacific.

13. Acknowledged the need for the prevention of sexual assault and sexual harassment
(SASH) of seafarers, and PacWIMA’s role in facilitating these outcomes through a
community-based approach.

14. Requested SPC to coordinate and provide technical assistance to PacWIMA members
through the review of the governance structure of the Association to ensure it is fit-for-
purpose and drives sustainability from national member priorities whilst being
adequately resourced to achieve the national and regional desired outcomes.

15. Encouraged employers to support the Regional Strategy and actively promote gender
equality and equity, including using Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) and supporting
their staff to integrate the implementation of the Regional Strategies for Pacific Women
in Maritime in their annual performance review and work activities.

16. Acknowledged the following contributions —

(i) IMO sensitizing participants on the gender work on the Women in Maritime
programme at IMO, short course fellowships and initiatives to improve the visibility,
recognition, and training of women in the maritime sector.

(ii) AMSA best-practice to ensure gender equity through its participatory design
approach and working together for an inclusive maritime workplace.

(iii) Opportunities under the Pacific Women Lead — Women and Girls and SPC training
in communications and content development, project proposals and documentation
and sharing the lessons learnt through a case study in Fiji on the role of women in
maritime energy management and best practices.

(iv) Successes and challenges faced by indigenous women in maritime and the
governance experience of the Torres Strait Regional Authority.

(v) By WMU on the fellowship opportunities at IMO training institutions, and research
outcomes from the IOC-UNESCO endorsed programme, Empowering Women for the UN
Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development.



s, Pacific
Community

—— (Communauté
e’ U Pacifique

(vi) Adopt a Ship Programme on community outreach opportunities to engage schools
to generate interest for a maritime professional career, including the integration of
maritime training modules in the standard education curriculum. In addition, the
Programme can be a beneficial tool to address gender parity, safety awareness and
marine environment pollution.

(vii) WISTA Australia on the need to change the narrative and ensure that women
support women and the AMSA Board promoting engagement, empowerment and
education as tools for advancing the role of women in maritime.

17. Elected the new Executive Committee of PacWIMA as follow:

a. Chairperson: Ms. Meliame Fusi Tualau (TONGA)
b. Vice Chairperson: Ms. Makerita Atonio-lese (SAMOA)
c. Public Relations and Communications Officer: Ms Amy Takotta
Ngatamaine (COOK ISLANDS)
Member: Ms. Kiritaake Teannaki (KIRIBATI)
. Member: Ms. Seiloni Akanete Toakuru (VANUATU)
f. Member: Ms. Diana Kinifusia Lazarus Suafalu (SOLOMON ISLANDS)

03 March 2023



COOK ISLANDS
Amy Takotta NGATAMAINE
Maritime Security Officer
Ministry of Transport
Email: amy.ngatamaine@cookislands.gov.ck

FUI

Nanise RABE

Senior Shipping Officer

Maritime Safety Authority of Fiji

Ph: +679 3315266

Mob: +679 9906336

Email: nrabe@msaf.com.fj

Anaseini Aditagica RATULAILAI

Public Relations and Communications Officer

Pacific Women In Maritime Association

Email: anaseinitukana07 @gmail.com
KIRIBATI

Kiritaake TEANNAKI

Naval Architect

Marine Division

Email: kiritaake.teannaki@mict.gov.ki
NAURU

Jinnie MAAKI

Terminal Planner

Nauru Maritime & Port Authority

Email: bijleekha@gmail.com
NIUE

Lynsey Nina Foufou TALAGI
Maritime Manager

Department of Transport

Email: lynsey.talagi@mail.gov.nu

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Dinah Katryona OMENEFA
Manager Standards and Compliance

National Maritime Safety Authority
Email: Domenefa@nmsa.gov.pg
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Annex 1

Taimata Raui Lavenia ALLSWORTH

Quality Systems Manager

Maritime Cook Islands

Email: taimata@maritimecookislands.com

Jane Cynthia Daveta Edwards KOI
Administration and Customer Services Manager
Shipping Services Fiji Pte Ltd

Ph: +6793305577

Mob: +6799999765

Email: jane.koi@ssfl.com.fj

Tiantaake MARIANA

Human Resources Manager
Kiribati Ports Authority
Email: ttaabuaka@gmail.com

Tanesi Theresa Namaru KAPAGA
Admin and Finance Officer
Department of Transport

Email: Tanesi.Kapaga@gov.nu

Patricia Ato WILLIE

Team Leader Quality Assurance
National Maritime Safety Authority
Email: pwillie@nmsa.gov.pg
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Kandie Lornah YAMBA

Human Resource Manager
National Maritime Safety Authority
Email: lornah.yamba@gmail.com

SAMOA
Makerita ATONIO-IESE
Principal Shipping Officer
Ministry of Works, Transport
& Infrastructure

Email: makerita.atonio@mwti.gov.ws

Saini SU'A
Maritime Secretary
Samoa Shipping Corporation

Email: saini@ssc.ws

SOLOMON ISLANDS
Diana Kinifusia Lazarus SUAFALU
Senior Officer, Sustainable Shipping
Solomon Islands Maritime Authority
Email: diana.vasula@sima.gov.sb

TONGA
Meliame Fusi TUALAU
Principal Marine Environment Officer
Ministry of Infrastructure
Email: meliamek@gmail.com

TUVALU
Fouaina Fonotanga TIMOTEO
Marine Tally Clerk
Marine
Email: fouainapanapa@gmail.com

VANUATU
Seiloni Akanete TOAKURU
Manager Policy and Compliance
Vanuatu Maritime Safety Authority
Email: stoakuru@vmsa.vu

*

Maria Dolores BIAUN

| International Liaison Officer
National Maritime Safety Authority
Email: MBiaun@nmsa.gov.pg

Lottie Florentessa TONE-LEUMAGA
ACEO-Corporate Services
Samoa Shipping Corporation

Email: info@ssc.ws

Sela Potesia FAKAPELEA

Senior Marine Officer

Marine & Ports Division

Email: motu_shipping@yahoo.com

Vasa Tuisiga SAITALA
Community Research Officer
USP Tuvalu Campus

Email: v_saitala@yahoo.com

Carissa JACOBE

Managing Director

South Sea Services Ltd

Email: crew _mgr@vanuatu.com.vu
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PARTNERS
AUSTRALIA
Elisa BOUGHTON Jeannine DRUMMOND
Manager International and Domestic Board Member
Engagement Australian Maritime Safety Authority

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
Email: elisa.boughton@amsa.gov.au
BOGLEV

Advisor International Engagement

Grace

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
Email: grace.boglev@amsa.gov.au

MUNRO
Advisor (Internal Communications)

Alison

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
Email: Alison.Munro@amsa.gov.au

Vonda MALONE

Chief Executive Officer

Torres Strait Regional Authority
Email: vonda.malone@tsra.gov.au

Monika LEMAIJIC

President

WISTA Australia

Email:
Monika.Lemajic@transport.nsw.gov.au

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION (IMO)
Bekir Sitki USTAOGLU
Head, Asia and Pacific Section
Technical Cooperation Division

Email: ustaoglu@imo.org

Nester NALANGU

Junior Professional Officer
Asia and Pacific Section
Technical Cooperation Division
Email: nnalangu@imo.org

Email: jeanine_drummond@me.com

GAUNT

International Advisor

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
Email: Freya.Gaunt@amsa.gov.au

Freya

Desley THOMPSON

Advisor Safety Liaison - Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander

Australian Maritime Safety Authority

Email: Desley.Thompson@amsa.gov.au

Ceanne INNIS
Maritime Safety Queensland
Email: ceanne.a.innis@msqg.qld.gov.au

Jessie  MAHON
Vice President
WISTA

Email: jemahon@deloitte.com.au

Mariana NOCETI

Principal Programme Assistant
Women in Maritime Programme
Subdivision for
Coordination
Technical Cooperation Division
Email: MNoceti@imo.org

Programme Management and

George HOYT

IMO Goodwill Maritime Ambassador

Global Coordinator — Adopt A Ship International
Email: g.hoyt@adoptaship.org
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MARITIME NEW ZEALAND
Sharyn FORSYTH
Deputy Chief Executive

Partnerships
Email: sharyn.forsyth@maritimenz.govt.nz

PACIFIC COMMUNITY (SPC)

Mereseini RAKUITA
Principal Strategic Lead - Pacific Women and
Girls

Email: mereseinir@spc.int

E.V.JOSEPH

IMO Technical Cooperation Officer
Maritime Transport

Oceans and Maritime Programme

Email: mavisj@spc.int

Mavis

Joseph HING
Digital
Officer
Oceans and Maritime Programme

Email: josephh@spc.int

Communications & Engagement

Virginia ROKOUA

Programme Officer

Oceans and Maritime Programme
Email: virginiar@spc.int

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
Elaine

Simon
Command Duty Officer
Email: elainew98@gmail.com

WORLD MARITIME UNIVERSITY (WMU)
Kitada

Momoko
Professor

Email: mk@wmu.se

Ore Ovia TOUA

Maritime Training Adviser
Maritime Transport

Oceans and Maritime Programme

Email: oret@spc.int

Amelia BOLA

Maritime Greenhouse Gas Officer
Maritime Transport

Oceans and Maritime Programme

Email: ameliab@spc.int

Lisa KINGSBERRY
Leader,
Knowledge Management

Oceans and Maritime Programme

Email: lisak@spc.int

Team Strategic Communications and
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