i

THE SOUTH PACIFIC ISLAWDS FISHERIES NEWSLETTER

Wo. 1 April, 1971

CONTENTS

1. ILditorial

2. Address by the late Afioga Afoafouvele Misimoa, Secretary General,

SPC, First Fisheries SPIFDA Consultative Meeting, SPC Headquarters,
Toumea, %0 October 1970,

3. The South Pacific Islands Fisheries Development Agency; its
Origine and Development

4, SPIFDA First Consultative Copmittee MHeeting

5. "Where do YOU go from here?"

6. ©Schedule of Consultant Services

7. Fishing News Exchange (V.T. Hinds, Compiler)

8. "Shadows Before"

Issued by the South Pacific Islands Fisheries Development Agency and
United Nations Development Programme (Special Fund) Project,with the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations as Executing
Agency and the SBouth Pacific Commisgion o-operating Azency on behalf
of participating Governments.



SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS FISHERIRES DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

Director : Mr J. A. Tubb (Fao)

Co=Director

lir V. 7. Hinds (Fisheries Officer, SPC)

Address : ¢/o South Pacific Commission,
PoOc BOX 9,
NQOUMEA, New Caledonia.

Cable

SPIFDA, HNoumea



N

g EDITORIAL

Ulth thls, the flrst iasuwe - of the South Phcific Islands

Fisheries Newsletter, we aré flying a. kite to see which way the wind
sets.

- ey T
Gaow Pl

At the Fourth South Pacific Commission Technical Heeting, on
Fisheries, Houmea, 21-29 October, 1970, and at the following SPIFDA
Fishery Consultative Committee Heeting, 30 October to 4 Hovember, the
need for an information system which would permlt thé Terrltorles to .
keep up to date on. developments in fisheriés and’ marlne olology, o

partloularly ag, they relate to-the reefs and lagoons, Was strongly‘
emphasized by the participants. Sl o

. -Such a document would hopefully glve in oon01se form a
_runnlng rev1ew of the:initiation and - Progress of'actlon programmes in
'all fields of flsherles Telk vant to the reefs and lagoons, thelr
oonservatlon ploftation, - : -

It mas also agreed that: territorial fisherlee offloers L
or.government personnel goncerned with'.fisheries development and o
admlnlstratlon should- be asiked :to supply items -of interest and’ that T
the Newsletter: should get the widest c1rculat10n possltle. N B

'hPor a. publloatlon such as: thls to be- of" value, ERS must draw':

Eon sources of . 1nformatlon and rely on' the- goodw1ll and actlve support .

of"the’ people . dlreotly concerned with thisirange: of: aotlvltles. N
Accordingly, we are appeallng in - this firat. issue for & more p051t1ve
approach to the problem by our colleagues in government and in the

fishing. game,, - Such succesges.ias you-have achieved or the failures you.

may have. expermenoed nay be. of extreme interest and wvalue to others worklng
in the same, field, to .assist -them in their deVelopment programmes and

to help them av01d errors and omissions which would retard’ suoh "
programmes.-'The responsibility for the stecess of thle Hewsletter ae a .
means of dlesemlnatlng information and assisting your oolleagues depends

Elargely upon. you yourself and.we end thls Edltorlal W_th a’ strong plea

for your co~operation and: assistance, -
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2. ADDRESS BY THE IATE.AFI0GA AFOAFQUVALE MISIMOA,
SECRETARY-GENERAL, SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION, AT

- THE OPEKING .OF THE FIRST FISHERIES" CQNSUDTATIVE o

- : . COUMITTEE ‘MERTING . ,oofdeloios wolisil Lo

Noumea, 3Q October, 1370

e i ] 1,_a:r'e meetlng Wlth dlfferentahats. «Ybu are”
now atte.dln‘ the_ 1rstk;eet;ng of : the; Figheriss: Consultative” Commlttee
establlshé 'under the Plan of Operation:for theiSeuth Pa01fic Islands
Fishe¥ies Dévelopmént’ Agency. P TN A S R A

_As you, know, it wascour intention that:.this Meétlng should
have taken place in Aprll last -but;at that  time:there: WereLlnsufflclent
representatlves of terrltorles nomlnate& o -make it Worthwhlle, so We
decided "o hold it follorlng the Fisherieg Technical keetine: ™

The delay has been unfortunate from the viewpédint of
getting started on the work for which the: Agency has been established;
but on the other hand you have had . the ‘benefit: of the dlscu951ons ovérf'
the past week Whlch I an sure, Wlll enable -you to ‘contribite mord o
the questions which will now come before you. SPIFDA is a project which
is substantially financed by the: United Hations Developmeﬁi Programme, and

¢ mmon W1th all such projects it-is: hecessary ko work imBer’ the' rules
for Etch” proaects prescrlhed in: the ., Plan. of: Operation whith ha's been 'f’
approved and 51gned by the member Governments concerned 'H“'.h - ‘

- - ; TN

 $;. The Flsherles Consultatlve COmmlttee igione of the Bodies”  9?
‘prov131on is. made in.the.Plan of Operationito’ edgife that”

T“JSPITDA meets the'naeds of the Pasific:Island teérritories]: Althoﬁghlthls

ConSultatlve Commlttee 1s advisory in nature; I thimk you can' be assured
that its adglce Wlll be ;received by-the. Pro;ectjhanager, by FAC and’ hy
UNDP Wlth the greatest attentlon and;.respecty . The wther important
measure provided for the protection of island: 1nterests is the app01ntment
of 'thé' SPC Fisheriss Officer as Co~Praject Hanager, * <3~ 7onu oo EE

I have heard some criticism that this Agency is not under
the management of the South Pacific Commission; I myself would, I
think, have preferred this arrangement, but my understanding is that for
this project such an arrangement was nos acceptable to UNDF, and the
Plan of Operation approved by governments provides for control to be
exercised by FAO (with SPC as the Co-orerating Agency). So we have the
Project, and through the Project we have resources in money and skills
which otherwise may have been impossible to obtain.



It is for us to.- see that we obtaln the greatest possible

value from these resources. This, T think, is the most important

advice we need from, you. . QOver the past. few months some 1n1t1al steps .
have been taken to. 1n1tlate a Programme of ' Work drawn' up by the
Progect nanager followlng enguiries made in. Paeifie territories, and
with™ the concurrence of the Commission, FAQ and UlDP. 1In consequence,
consultants have been recruited to undertake certain work whlch was asked
_ for by 2 number of territories, R AR :

.r,

' You may not be in full agreement w1th all of these steps.:":‘f
g you are not then we Would expect -you 'to say so. If we had met in” '
“April 1t would have heen possible to avoid this situation, but at that
time meny of the. terrltorles were not agreeable to your attendlng the ,
leeting, and we, felt it was, necessary toi-have as W1de a representatlon ee
"'posslble at thls 1mportant first; Heeting. - 40

The Plan of Operation. providesthat meetlngs of ‘the

’"*Consultatlve Commlttee shall be held at -least: once in- cach’ year. We would
' like to have more frequent ‘meetings, but in the Pacific:the coet of suoh

' Ef*meetlngs is very hlgh 50 I .think we must limit oursélves- to! meetlngs once
* each year. Prov1ded the Unlted States law is"changed to permlt it,

‘participating governments have agreed to an &% increase in the SPC Budget
next year. If this money is received, provision is made foar the Commission
to meet half the cost of fares for ‘termritorial delegates to ‘the next meeting
“of thls Commlttee.w I 81ncerely hope that:this money will become avallable,
ae I am sure 1t Wlll make 1t easier. for you to attend the next meetlng.‘ '

o I Tow have very much pleesure in declarlng this first meetlng bR
of the Fisheries Consultative Committee open.

| o

X - te ' ‘ ' ) ‘ - - ;-'1‘"..
. % * * * * ¥ * + * , T Lot

N NOTE'\:Aflogarﬂfoafouvale M;s;moa dled suddenly on 18 February 197l_uﬂ
' “while on an official wisit. to the Gllbert and Ellice Islands

" Golony,
E RN KX Rk % %y




5. THRE SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS FISHERIES DEVLLOPEENT ﬁGEHCY'
ITs GRIGIHS AKD DEVELOPHENT N

DS 2 NS A EIPIPRI VS S PR ,

by o o Tl IR E Lot B
'T ‘The.f;rst 1ndlcat10ns of a; w1deepreed 1nterest 1n,_end concern with,
development of the flsherlee of the reglon wes give tAth b her;es-ﬂgnference

" e Coﬁmission thereafter took etepé téqééteibp*itE"knewledée of

the problem and fisheries personnel were appointed to its staff., In February
1962, = Fisheries Technical Heeting was &ohvened by the | South Paq1fic Com=—
m1551on'_n Noumea, and on: the:basis of ‘& recommendatloﬂ adopted at thrs meetlng,
steps”' re taken by the lletropolittan Governments concerned 16’ prepare a,;

request for the;Unlted.Hatlene Development™ Programme to furnlsh, under the
Spe01al Pund_ﬁarrangements, expertise and equlpment to develop the fleherles of
the fterritories within the sphere -of influbficek of the South’ Pacific Comm1531on.

Hegotiations. continted and- specialist meetlngs were held, 1nclud1ng
& Techpieal ﬂeetlng on. Fisheries: conversd 'by the South’ Pa01flc Qomm1551on frof
4 to 13 June, .1968, -in fioumea, and‘féllowed by a Worklng Party on South. Palelc
Flsherles Progects held at the iBagt-ifest Center, Honolulu, Hewall, from, 26 to,
30 August 1968, and a. conﬁﬂrrent semlnar “oR’ Iehthyosarcotoxlsm 1n Papeete,
French Polyne51a.:v Lo : : . -

) “ﬁeiIn addltlon t@ theee speClallsts meetlngs,_the South Paclf;c qu~
at, 1ts euccesslve Conferences aﬁd Sessldns between 1962 and 1968 examv

on the ferm and tlmlng of the ultlmete request to the Unlted ﬂatlons Development
Programme. Beowy wiaib e boelor : : . o

o P L ST PR A R LS

Arising from the recommendations of the various meetings, it was
finally decided that an extensive‘projetct; doncerned essentially with the
development and rational mamagement of the existing and potentlal Lgsourees
of the reefs, atollsiand lsgoons; should- be ‘moimted and a reqnest for Spec1al
Fund asszetance wag rtrangmitted ‘to the Gdverning Coumeil of UNDP late in 1968.

Although the original’ cosicépt had Been for the establishment of a
Pacifie Islands Reef and Atoll Fisheries Development Institute and Training
Centre, more mature consideration of the problem resulted in the request _
indicated in the paragraph above and it was decided that the development E
of the deep sea/pelaglc fisheries should be on a basis of specific reguests :
for assistance where and if required by the individual territories concerned,

The request for the establishment of a South Pacific Islands
Fisheries Development Agency was approved and adopted by the Governing
Couneil of the United Nations Development Programme in January 1969 and a
Project Manager (Designate) was appointed on 1 February 1968 to prepare the
Plan of Operation for the Project.




P

The draft Plan of Cperation was cleared by FAO and submitted
for slgnature by the partlclpatlng Governments and UNDP in September 1969.

* The Plan of’ Operatlon soe01flca11y deslgnated the 'SPC-as - )
co—operatlng Agcncy on, behalf of . the - elgnatory ‘Governments, and - the~‘”""

- niominal- headquarters of the Project were establlshed in- the SPC head— E

quarters, moumea, Few quedonla.rgﬂt_

After studying the Plan of Operation in February 1970, the
Government of France proposed, certain amendments to Chapter I, Purpose
and Desorlptlon, paragraphs 1. 1 and 1.2. These proposals. were: clreulated
to Hember Governments and’ the U N, Agencres concerned,and ' on 19 liay;-
1970; ' thé defiritive version of the Plan of Operation was approved and- -
signed in Few York by the liember Govermments represented, UNDP and FAO

and forwarded to the Government of Hestern Samea- for: approval and
signature,

Pending signature of the Plan .of Operation, early steps were
taken ¢ 'distover the interest of world speclallsts in the various aspects
and sub—proaects -of the Agency. Recruitment procedures were initiated by
FAQ in uarch 1970 vlth the 1ssu11g of Field Post. Vacancy announcemente. -

The Plan of Operatlon for the progect was 51gned by the ok

Partlclpatlng Governments in, hay—June 1970 and the proaeot offlelally e
declared operatlonal on 22 July 1970 - oAk

**********

Li 4,} SPIFDA FIRST FIShnRY GONSULTATIVE COMHITTEE HLLTING
Ehe Plan of Operatlon ‘of the Agency provldes far the establleh;l
ment of a Flshery .Consultative Committee with ‘specific terms of reference.

The PFirst leeting of the Pishery Consultative Commlttee‘”'
was held in Noumea from 30 October to 4 November 1970, Attendarée
et the Fishery Consultative Committee First iieeting was facilitated ..
by the SPC meeting half the return air fare costs for the partlclpants
at the preceding PFisheries Technical Meeting.

N o e Ty e ot
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Members of the Commlttee were: Dr- Stanley Swerdloff (Amerlcan

"Samoa), lir Albert Adams (Flal), Professeur Frangois Doumenge (French

Polynezia: and. -New: HEbrldes), v James Hughson (Gllbert gnd Ellice.. .ours,
Islands, Golonj)ﬂ M- Jean—Jacques Bude end Hi hlchel Legand_(ﬂew Caledonla),
Hr Gregory: Graham : (Territory 'of Papua and New Gulnea), Hr Peter Wilgon
(Trus§ Territory of the Pacifie Islands) and M William Travis (Mestern
Samoa ).

NI

i Alea attendlng aé*ConSﬂltatlvé Commlttee' embers Were a
My, Alan Barris (SPC), Mt Hichael Prlestley (UNDP),!’I l\TakaJ;L Ko,]:;.ma L
(FAO), Nr Alan Tubb,. Pronect hanager, an& ﬂr Velentlne Hlnde, Proqect

Co-hanagerﬂ= P T

L . B P -'\;.\A.'-_.—f-,"‘ sy N
"’-_-‘-.L i L ' O T

i Gonsultants 1nv1ted were Dr Ray George, lir John Glt:tde,r Mr
John Pyson and Dr Robert Clutter.

e

fo The Government of France was represented by u. Jean Emond.

. The heetlng wasg: formally opened by the Secretary—General of
the South Pacrflc Gommission and Iir Peter Wilson, “the Representatlve
from the Trust Territory of the Paecific Islands, was elected Chairman.
Following the:adoption of ‘the Agenda’ and_ the ap901ntment gf Ragpor#eure,aﬁ
the UNDP.Bepresentative gave a brief sfa%ement outllnlng UNDPiprocedures‘H
and operations. The FAO Representative alse’ zave a brief statement
outlining FAO's procedures andsoperations.x * @

The Committee considered that its terms of refererce as set out
in SPIFDA Plan of Operatlon, ‘paragraphs, 6,1 td 6.3, Fequired clarification
and, following & searching and detailed discussion, accepted the formal
1etter, whose contents are .given. below, signed -jointly by ‘the represent-
at1VES of UNDPIan”_FAd ae a basls for its present.and futurs dpersticns.

FAT Y R EARAE
"ha Chalrman, . B T T SRR UL sy .
Fishery Consultatlve Cqmmlttee... . ST I N

[SRaT T C. R T s R ‘"J!f”
. . SR ey oy e e RO

Dear lir Chelrmen, f‘: ”,ﬂ'r' cr e el
e AR T et e e T I O L R E

As you are awasge, ynnr“Committee has asked the undersigned,
as representatives of UNDP and FAQ, to amplify and clarify the Committee's
terms of reference as laid out in particular in para. 6.% of the signed
Plan of Operation.

It is our view that the Committee's r8le is not only to support
the finally agreed programme of work and to secure the necessary counter—
part support from the participating governments, but also to review,




G brrod I

comment and advise on the whole SPIFDA programme (1nclud1ng the design
of sub-proaeots) within+the frameworlk qf the Plan of: Operation. These
functions we consider to be of vital impatance in this project which
_has to meet the varied requirements of terrltorles Wldely scattered over .
8" rge'n ea'w1th diverse levels of deVelopment o )

Al

\.l e

is to rev1ew and comment. on the detailed programme 6F work presented by
the lanager and Co-lManager in order hoth to ensure that it is correctly
orlentated with regard. to the needs and prlorltles of the reglon and elso-
to, rov1de,£or the maximum lnpnt to the proaect from the partlclnatlng -,
terrltorl e"and the SPC. - RIS .

; In partloular, we._see jone of the key- funotlons of the Commlttee

. o ‘ ,Ip'accordence wlth normal practlce, the’ Progect Manager w1ll
itake full account of advice and.comments expresied’ by “the' Coneultetlve
“Gomii ttee, or, in the inter-sessional periods by tHé Chairman, in the
formulation and implementation of the prograime, obtaining the agreement of
the FAO headquarters as required. In this conmnection it is understssd that
the Project lianager will be responsible for keeping all members of the
Consultative Commlttee and other 1nterested partles 1nformed of the rogress
_*of the progect a0 - :

r N

. T R RN U2 O B S TR A
R ] L

Yours srncerely,

(Sgd) o ¥odima " - f“fﬂ. Prlestlez )
.uSenlor @ffloer ' "“Deputy Regional

{Project Operatlons) Representative,
s Tt .;.Departmen‘t of ' ‘ U:NDP, .A.pla? o

¢ Pigheries, - ' Webterd Samoa.
FAO Rome, Italy. e

Cadidls

SooHp . N :
Uith the prooedural matters approorlately dealt with, " "the’ bommlttee egamlned

l‘the work, programme of. the Agency and based malnly on earlle

1mportanoe fbr 1mmed1ate attentlon.

R

- Thet Commlttee noted that some terrltorlee had expressed interest
in suchs matters as' squld flsherles, 10e-srlo operatlons, -the Hawaiian hoop
net and maokerelwsced flsherles but’ con51dered that these and elmllar

r“'

for consideration at its second meeting.

& The- Agoncy'Was requested to" glve 1mmed1ate : ettentlon Y S
developing “the’ programmeu‘ln oonneotlon Wlth Aquaculture, :Béche-~de-ler; = &
Spiny-. Lobsters " uarlne rurtlee, Fishing Boat.Development: {with- pertlculer
referencé to--thé Usé Gf “ferrd- ement), the Polyn551an Pearl Shell Lure,W‘
and Réef and lagodh’ Lcologf ‘gnid hanagement wod AR S
{Ref s “Report of the First leeting of the Consultatlve Commlttee
(etner SPIFDR, Houmee, Hévembar, 1970) ‘ Ll mbal o B

EoE R
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B WYEERE. DO 10U Go: FROM HF..RE"
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The followlng paragraphs are 1ntended to glve ‘8 runnlng prev1ew
of* the results arising flrstly from. the work f the & cidlist donsultants
and secondly, in due course, the objectives achieved in the several territories
from the incorporation with their fisheries: development act1v1t1es of
programmes based on. the speolallst recommendatlons "

:‘L; S

It must be borne in mlnd however that certain' of“the follow1ng
recbmmendatlons are tentatrve at this stage,rarlse frdm prellmlnary 1deas
developed durlng the early stages of some of the sub-projects and” hay Be
confirmed, modified or even rejected when the final report on the sub-project
has been cleared. Meantlme, the: comments:and 1deas That follow are offered
as talklng p01nts for dlscusslon and.: corment:and: to 1nd1cate current trends
in thlnklng and plannlng. I N MR IR RO - o

Harlne Turtles

T e ST P Frie
o Based on h1s v1s1ts to anall, Tahltl, ‘the ‘Samoss) Néw Caledonla,
- Torga and Fiji during the period 7 September to 15 December ‘1970, Dr Hirth's

final report is now available on request

Urging the preparatlon of a "Turtle Field lianual® which should
emphasirze marlne turtle 1dent1flcatlon, conservstlon and management, this
report 1nc1ude Several SpelelQ recommendat1cns for immediate action.

hotable among these are the proposals that Rose Atoll, off
Amerlcan Samoaa be declared a fully:protected nature reserve; mnesting
censusés be initiated in French -Polynesia, New Caledonia; tagging programmes
be established in Fiji, New Caledonla, Western Samca and French Polynesla,
Furtle rearing experiments. be yundertaken in Western' Samoa and FlJi and an
1ntens1vs study of turtle grass pastures to deteérnine rdtes of product1v1ty,
utlllzatlon by turtles and other. aspects of. the ecology of thesa sreas be__'
established in Fiji. S v o

[Note. Further development of these and additional. proposals are
S antlclpsted after the completlon of Dr hendrlckson 8 studles
CRTI in ulcroneS1s and TPYG June—August 1971. Ed;/ ‘
e

Spiny- Lobsters

During the period 20 October 1970 to 26 February 1971, Dr Ray
George visited Fiji, the 'Samoasy Tonga, Terrltory of Papua and Hew Guinea,
Britigh Solomon -Islands and New Hebrides. Durlng his visit to TPYG, the.
Consultant was accdmpanled by ilr Craig macDonaLd frOm the U. S. Trust .
Territory. Valuablecdata on ‘the occurrence, dlstrlbutlon end flshery fmr
the four major species of spiny lobater was collected and will be. reoorted
in detail in Dr George's Tindl report'whlch Ulll also cover French Polynes1a,
Cook Islands and New Caledonia. o




'Boat—Bulldlnn

Preliminary findings, subject to final review, suggest that .« b
management procedures are not warranted unless
a)., the. market: value can be’ 1mproved BETIET

b) the' quallty of the product to the consumer:is jeopardised,

It is proposed that the development of 1mpreved flshlng
methods be éricouraged and that under certain cendltlons research’ could
be dlrected towards the use of artlflclal shelters.

Steps shouli also be taken, at the administratgte'level to
document the development of the fwshery and to gather data on- catch and
effort, * : ~

. - e John Fyson, "FAO Naval- Archltect, 301ned the team in December
1970 and immediately took over as Acting Director of the Agency... -Later::

he visited Fiji and.the Samoas, mesntime coping. w1th voluminous technlcal
correspondence and enguiries, In February 1971 lir Fyson trensferred to
more appropriate quarters in Suva where he will be, based. Vigsits to:Gooks
Islands, Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands and Guamn are planned to
deal with specific technical problems.

While no general recommendations of widespread applicability
have yet crystallized, lir Fyson has contributed considerable expartlse
on specific problems confrenting the boat-building industry in' the region,

Aquagulture (Hollqscs)

The first draft of Johm .P,. Glulle's report, arising from visits
to Guam, Hicronesia and Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Jamuary ~ February 1971
contains a wealth of information which will be supplemented by future
reports on Fiji, the Samoas,’ Cook Islands and French Polyne31a.

Dr Glude's preliminary recommendations relate to the culture
of both the edible oyster (several. species) and lother~of-Pearl shell
In their present form the recommendations offer specific comments on’ and e
programmes for individual islands e. g. a one-year test programmé with -thé”
Japanese oysters on Ponape, Truk & Guam, the establishment of. a 4—year ﬂ.”
training course and an edible oyster culture programme for the Palau o
Islands, with further research into tle avallablllty and respdnse to
“farmlng“ of several endemic bivalves.
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COMUENT
The above paragraphs reflect the rapldly crystalllz1ng knowledge
of the problems and needs of the territorids but much yet remains to be
learnt, deflned end done.ﬁf___; T TIPS R

o
4 SIREE

The next step in the operation must he the close an& crltlcal
examlnatlon bg the terrltorles themselmes of e o

'") the appllcabrllty'of these recommendations to the partlcular

terrltory, ) -
INTS IR U §

_éhﬁuvﬂfthe extent to whlch the terrltory 1tself «canm; accept and
o -‘“1mplement any’ recommendatlon, and what local resources 1t
can apply,

¢) the amount and kind of assistance the territory reqﬁ%reelfer -
a successful programme of implementation.

Such an examlnatlon can be a551sted by ‘the a1d—g1V1ng agen01es, %gegnthemﬂ

full co—operatlon of the terrltorlal eerV1ces. _wﬂhf

THE BALL IS ALREADY N YOUR COUjT‘

RS EE R P * * * ¥

‘6. SCEEDULE OF CONSULTANT. SERYICES
COnsuitants 1nv1ted to attend the First Heetlng of the Flshery
Consultatlve Committee were: Dr R. . George (Splny Lobsters), ¥r John
Glude (Mollusc Culture), Hr John Fyson (Naval Architect)- and Dr ‘Robert-
Clutter (Reef and Lagoon Ecology). Dr Harold Hirth (Marine Turtles) had
already been appointed and was on field duty.

Bl
- l‘
IS '

. " With thé“¥iception of Hr Fyson,qwho transferred hig.office’ to
Suva on 5 March 1971, all consultants Jwere based on the Agency HG in Noumea
but in practice were’ contlnuously in travel status.

!‘g.‘=
Recrultment 1nto the operat;ons of the Ageney of: these specialists
was contlngent upont’ thelr own prior Hommltments and their detailed work
schedules were as:foilbwe._ o T'v‘. P P

I a0 Bty

(a) " Marlne Turtles.f

Consdltanﬁ* ‘ Dr Herold leth Unlver51ty of Utah

Appointed: * 7 September 1970

Terminal date: 15 December 1970

Territories visited: Hawaii, French Polynesia, American Samoa, Western
Samoa, New Caledonia, Fiji, Tonga

Reports: Pinal report now being processed.
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(b)

11

Spiny Lobsters

Gonsultant: " Dr R, W. George, Museum of Western Australla
Appointed: 19 October 1970
Terminal date: 18 April 1971 -
Territories visited: Fiji, Western Samoa, American Samoa, Tonga,
- Papua-New Guinea, British Solomon Islands,
New Hebrides, Prench Polynes1a, Cook Islands,
Lo New Caledonla .
Reports: Interlm Tour' Reperts covering: v1s1ts to (a) Fiji,
Western Samoa, American Samoa, Tonga; (b) Papua~New Guinea,
- British: Solomon- Islands, Tew Hebrldes,:_( ) French Polynesla,
.Cook Islands, New Caledonla, submltted Flnal Report now..
N belng processed

Boat Building’ | A St
Consultant: Hr John Fyson, Naval Architect, FAD et edeelztiElTe
Appointed: 2 December 1970 7

.. -Terminal date: = : N
o Territories visited: New Caledonla, Fiji, Amerlcan Samoe, Western

(4)

(e)

o

. Samoa, French Polynesla
N “fduring the perlod Y Decemberf1970 - 22 February
im0 1971 e Fyson ‘gérved also as Actxng Proaect
ool - “lanager durlng ‘the absence of the.‘rogect henager
o duty in Rome and on’ home leave)

‘Reports.( Routlne 1nter1m reports on WOrk progress are submltted

. regularly. '

f‘.‘.;"- L

Holluse Culture

.-Congultant:. ilr Jéhn .Glude, Fish end Wlld Llfe SerVLce, Seattle

Appointed; :6 Japuwary 1971 0 R
Terminal date: %0 June 1971
Territories visited: Hawaii, Guam, Trust Territory of the Pacific
e Islands, Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Flg;, New..
Caledonia, Australla, Kew Zealand, Amer;can Samoa,
. : Cook -Islands," Fremnch - Polyne51a
Reports. Interlm tour reports coverlng Guam, Trust Territory of the
_ Pacific Islands,. Gilbert: and Ellice Islands, FlJl and bew,”
S Caledonla have been submltted '

Reef and Laroon Ecolosv '
Consultant: Dr Robert Clutter, Un1vers1ty of Hawaii o i
Appointed: 6 January 1971 st T e
Terminal date: 20 September 1971 '
Territories visited: .Scientifie institutions in RBurope, USA Canada .
: o Hawaii, Fiji,- Australla (Paclflc Sclence Congress),
"fA'Western Samoa, Hew Caledonla
[@ote*‘ ‘Dr ‘Clutter will be’ largely resn0n51b1e
for convening the SPIFDA Colloguium on
Reefs & Lagoons, Noumea, 27 July - 2
August l97l7




1" E

&5 .'

complled by ¥ T Hinds; Fleherles Offlcer,
i Soutn Pa01f1c Commisgion.. '«

alnc1u31on 1n thls'sectlon ,ouid have been better.» Hmreverv:some territories
havé“Hesh” co—operatlve and T hopé that the sho:t news items.which are
included here will be an encouragement to the others.

Kingdom of Tonga S pane. e R o
: P e TR T SRR LAY
John Pitman, Director of Agriculture, reports :that a- Japaneee-
built 1ong-11ner was purchaeed ;n Tokyo .in December ;1370 ‘and. was: ‘delivered
to Téngs by a entlrely Tbngan qrew under & Japanese fishing master,
arriving at Ruky'alofa on February lEth. Her Hajesty, Queen Hata'aho,
raméd*“the vessel ”EKIAKI“ on February 19th, using a bottle of Saki, after
His ﬁh;eety had descrlbed the meaning of the.name as a Tongan Fishing
TBITE.  Thivited guests accompanled Thelr Maﬂestmee on a cruise round
muku‘alofa Harbour durlng Whlch tlme they were:perved various Japanese fish
dishes,” The eréw have béen busily engaged making up new fishing gear and
the vessel is expected to go into operation shortly.

.. The previous.motor fishing vessel “PAKEINA" was haﬂded over to
the Tonga’ Shlpplng ﬁgency for general dutles 1mmedlately after the arrlval
of "EKTIAKI®™. e e T -

¢‘+;~m,

Arrangements have been made Wlth the Fleherles Department Fiji,
for: two Junlor”et bl members of the Tongan Agricyltural Department to
aedeive “Eraining w1th the F131 Flsherles D1V1s1on,for some momths,

a po e
o The U s, ﬁeace qups are endeavourlng to supply by July 1971
anothéy Marln% Bloioglst Tor Tonga together with -a .couple: ofifisheries
extension staff, while the post of Fisheries Officer has been requested
for the next financial year 1971/72. : 3

T T F B PR Ul S EEIR S L “'” o .i
Cook TIslands ;5““”ﬂ%15-:’_ Y "'-L

~ Dbr Barry White, reporte that, hr Tom ;aretere recently returned to
Rarotdnga after four months' flsherles trelnlng An Western Samoa and Fiji
under " Feliowshlp arrangement Wlth the Tnited Nations Devel opment
Programme.({Thls proaect was 1n1t1ated by SH -in 1969 It apmears that
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there will be plenty of work for Tom to do with the number of new

projects which are belng set up in.the Cook Islands at the moment., Five
newifast . fishing" 1auﬁohes are expaotod to, arrive.in.Rarotongs From the .
U.S8..dn ldte Aprll ﬁheee are eagerly awalted by local Cook: Island - creWs
who are mewbers of ‘the Flshermen ] Co—operatlve besed at Raroteonga. - They E
willibe “enggged in‘the Sklpgaok Fishery using the .lotherof-Péarl Shellfo
Luresi:+The Couoperatlve have set up their own retail .fish shop and a @+
processing 'aréa Bnd equlpment for the exten51on of. the freezer faclllty 1s -
on the- Water. S : SEEE :

i S N 1 .
The research scooner “UESTU ", Whlchohas been engaged ing v
marine blologlcal and aroheologloal expedltlon in South East Ocesania’ gineé
October 154 1970, recently visited the Cook Islmds. :The "WESTWARD" ig' V"““T
supporteéd by the ‘Wational Geographlo 8001ety, the. Qceanic Poundatioh, ‘the “'f
Bishop Musetin arid™ fhe Smlthsonlen Institute, - Mr Tap Bryor, Dieetor’ of™ “the -
Oceanlo-moundatlon, and Dr Ually Heath Asslstant Directa of: the- Ooeanic f N
Institute &nd Dlreotor, Lummi Aquaoulture Project at Bellingham; WEShlngton,_
spentitig: weeks in the Cook Islands.. . The scientific tear abosgrd- v151ted
Hanaue I'sland“and Altutakl looklng for suitable sites for Agiaculture’
and the introduction of the Total Atoll Production system. It is
anticipated that a pilot project will be started on the east’ ‘gide’ of i
Rarotonga: and experts from the Ooeanlo Foundation and the Stvi thionish :
Inatitute are ourrently plannlngwthe 1nlt1atloniof this project:: Operatlons ﬁ
will bé dirécted” by d” proposed Agency to be knoyn as. the.fook: Islands Marlne §
and ftoll Dévelopment Agency (CIMADA) whlch ig .expected toufuid and - S e
cperate the proaects untll such tlme as they .can-be turned.¢ver té: local’-
managemehts: in’ each 1sland Involved 1n the. planning.stages are - Ray-Dees,
Eydroponlo ungineer, Dr Schededeh WhO has ,achieved: success 4x the: breedxng
of mullet utider laboratory condltlons, and Dr Richard Poole, Oyster Biologlst.

Hallis Island . e seeae b ﬁ:"_,‘,gﬂi:.nﬂ~t5¢on L ‘
[ R T e b Dt R LI ST it oL
1E an L Tedn' Michon has %u1lt locally and 1ntroduoed 1nto the 1agoon
fisheties-the 23~foot Gulf Stream Texas Dory.- This: is much- appr601ated Ey
the Uaillslan brew ard the boat’ is currently engaged in multiple” trolllng,
trap. fishing and’ hand—llnlng. Ariother type of boat successfully 1ntroduced
into Uallls is the Raiatean Canoe from French Polynesia and five ‘of these
boats are’ currently under oonstructlon partloularly for fishirg in “the
lagoon &tic ‘aléng”the” reefs.' These are very.fast and-seaworbhy "¢afoes of
very simple’ constructlon, marlne plywood on wooden frames. .- 20-fbot
Florida skiff Ligs also been ordered from Uhlppy 8.-boat yard in:Suvg HVT s
M. Michor'iwill be very happy to reoelve any .sketches,: phatographs;" e%c. of ‘
successful ‘Fish traps used in other ,areas and you may care. to send these 'f'E"EJ
on to me ‘ahd I will send t 'mfon o’ Wallls. L T
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French Polynesia o B L N TR R A mif:iT'?fﬁﬂ”

i
L Too T R U R E A SL R

B »lhe Flsherues SérV1ce of Tahltl under the dlreCﬁlOl of! W. SlIte
Stein is+ forging aheed w1th its aquaculture programme apd ' E- recently‘had“ -
the-goodrfértuie ~to sPend C “nth in that territory visiting a mumber of “
progeets.. Lhlereeh water prawn dacrobrachlum Jer is belng cultivated in' -~

.......

supplled bymclean meuntaln weter._ Thle proaect whlch Was started Adne H
moniths. ago: expectsto Hove prawns reedy Tor the market towards the' end®’

of this year. The ponds are stocked with young prawns taken from the
numerous estuaries to be found around the. hlgh_lslend of Tabltl.”'ﬁurrently
these prawns fetech $6'a kilo' ‘and’ as. such are K:) luxury item. iThereids: -~ ¥+
increasing: 1ntereet amonget Tahltlen'entrepreneurs and rew.pondsihave veen’ 1
excavated ii. other” parts of the maiil 1eland and currently are-being stdockedy
One of-the fesearth projects” Being’ followed in, the laboratories of+the ¥3=“£“
Figherias:Service i85 the rearing 6f larval prawns in tapks inithéshopes’ “Ehat
the teebnique nay ‘be’ dgtablished i1’ order to supply Foung:; prawus o ol EL
cult;vators in the. ﬁuture.~ There is a’ preselng need for outside 3531stanee‘ﬁ
in this-particulsr preject and 1t is hoped a world expert in:this- fle]d 2
may be able . to v131t Tahlfl Wlthln the next few months. G T et Gl

The cultlvatlon of edlble eysters lB proceeélng very uell,~
partlcularly atiTahaa Tsland to- the north West of Tahiti where.some 40
concegsionaires expect to zet’ thelr flrst harvest of oystere to-market in -V

late:1971: - +These ‘cultivators have been supported to & considerable. extent S

in the initial stages by the" Fleherles Serv1ee Who heve gollected spat and
supplied smell uysters” and encouraged and 3 ”‘sed the various..stages: up i
to the present.  As the- Tahltlan cultlvators become more experienced igoi
they -will- ocompketely take over he Whole proqect end ‘be self~supperbing, -
Thle project has been under the dirTedtion of Sylvain Hilland.

Bill Reed continues the successful cultivation of mother—of—Pearl
Shell, the growing of half pearls and round pearls in guitable.lagoons in
the Tuamot&s., After & number of teeth;ng Problems, Work has now aceelerated ’

1agoone w1th young ~shiell" Which 15 eseentlel for the future of'ﬂe 1nduetry.s-3

] . YR Lot - l

A unlque form off hlght flshlng fer flylng flSh is. practlsed at
Papeete. The ‘boats used “re of marlne plywood on' wooden frames,. 14 fest
long, 4 feet.wide. “THey Aare powered by 45 hp outboard engimes,: ehtalnlng a’

speed up 0. 30-kiots, - There is only one crew who sits. in-g speeially *”f*f:k

constructed cockpit let into “the fqredeck.:,”he euckplt cantalﬂs(énglne
throttle and gear shift controls Zhd the hoat is steered by e athmert-shlpe
tiller in-frout of “the fiBhermsh. The f;shermen wears: & plastic helmet -

upon which is set a powerful spot-beam’ powered by an independent Honda
generator mounted behind the cockpit on the floor of the boat., The after
2/3rds of the vessel are open and into this section of the boat the

flying fish are thrown from a long handle scoop net used by the fisherman.
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large garfish are also speared uging a multi-prong 9-foot spear. The
boat can carry 200 kgs of fish and works generally all nlght An .
exceptional catch would be, 600 flying fish but: usually ‘moTe often fA- the
region of 100 to 200. The" cost af a boat like this’ inJPapeete, complete
with motor and all flttlngs, is $1 460 There are approximately 20 of these
boats operating.. . :

The Skipjack season in Papeete has not‘been of the very best
this year. gnd'various, reasons' have heen put forward for thls including a
general lowering in temperature, InterESt has been. expressed by, some
of the fishermen in taking their ‘boats to' Pago Pago in the off season to
fish for Skipjack for sa;e.to the: canneries there. Currently, RAAHERE T
and RAAFERE II, both Sklpgack boats from Papeete, are operating out of
Noumea. RAAHERE I started this enterprise 1n late 1973, HRAAHERE-II feaiie
to lloumea during ¥arch, 1971. _ B Lt TR t

Fiji Ay T
Albert Adams reports-thatthe First Terio denent bat for the

Kia Fishermen's Association, a 30-foot Cutter, was formed amd plastered

in four weeks, built upside .down in:the PFisheries Division compound, and

subsequently Yolled over and decked. The launching was due for,Alel e

The Peoples' Foundation Fox,the Sonth-Pacific: ‘mhde & grant 6 %he.¢1a“””**

Fishermen's Association For the' purchase of fishing gear in 1970 Hnd

this has helped them.fo: -garn. the money required for the construction of

this new boat. Akuila Vuakeca, Senior Fisheries Assistant from Fiji,

is reported to be doing extremely:well on-the course for Fisheries Officers

from Overseas in the UK. Two further trainees from the South Pacific are

also on this course with Akuila and they are both from Western Samoa;

The course is expected to continue until September 1971 and a further course

will be initiated in October for a further 12-month periocd. The Overseas

Development Administration recently advised SPC about the new course and

this information was circularized to all fisheries officers in February,

1971. If territories have suitable candidates, they should submit their

names for the course without further delay.

So much for our news items this time. I shall be glad of your
continued support for this section and shall be also pleased to have your
comnents as to the value of this type of news exchange. To those of you who
have not so far contributed, try and do a little better in the future, We
cannot distribute news unless you send in news. This section reflects your
interest.

EE o
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' 8. "SHADOUS BEFORE"
X .Sgeclallst Colloqulum on Reefs and Lagoons SR
PG Headquarters, Noumea, New Caledonla'_!q?  o )
- v by -'_ >',-‘,.‘_~?e"'-‘ R 27 J'uly - 2 August 197l ‘.r? y I

itn

South Pacifie Commissions _— . R

vad Regional SymP031um"n Conservatlon of Hature,uW1ﬁh Speelal
= 'RefErence to’ Reefs and Lagqons L R S ST

”SPG Headquarters, Noumea, New Caledonla L”n,>. B . B ' i
Pacif;lc ;-':'Sélencé Co eSS coroas R L : Vgt T N
Ganberra, A.C.T,, Australla YL o
18 -~ 31 August 1971
Second_SPIFDA Flsher‘ Consultatlve Commlttee Meetl'_f'f‘ ‘f ' ' e T

'“Noumea, Hew.Caledonia ) - T
' R TR 20 - 26 0c tober 1971 ,[ e s
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