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Taiwan grouper hatchery production in 2000

Two million giant grouper (Epinephelus lanceolatus)
fry were produced in Taiwan hatcheries and sold in
2000. The price dropped from HK$ 25 per 3-cm-
long fish at the beginning of the season to
HK$ 2.5/fish at the end of the season2. A large
guantity of fry was sold to Hainan and some to
Hong Kong, Sabah, Malaysia and Vietnam, but the
survival rate was reported to be unsatisfactory.
Overseas markets could not be found to absorb all
the fry produced and large quantities are now
being reared by Taiwanese culture fishermen.

The current price of the (eating-sized) giant
grouper in Hong Kong is around HK$ 90/catty and
we believe the price will drop to HK$ 60/catty
when the fish start going into the Hong Kong mar-
ket in August and September in 20013. This will
also badly affect the price of Epinephelus coioides,
which could be replaced by giant grouper. It is
believed that the harvest of fry in Taiwan will con-
tinue to be good in 2001.
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Since the price of fish is low, green groups may
want to consider raising funds to buy the fry for
release in order to improve the population of this
type of fish in the wild.

A hatchery in Penang is working hard to produce
giant grouper but no news of success has been
heard.

About 300,000 tiger grouper (Epinephelus fuscogut-
tatus) fry were produced by Taiwanese hatcheries.
The majority of the fish were sold to the local cul-
ture fishermen. The survival rate of the fish has
been very good and they grow very fast.
Hatcheries from Bali, Indonesia, and Penang,
Malaysia, also produced some fry of this species,
but information on the quantities is unavailable.
Tiger grouper fry are being reared in Thailand,
Vietnam, Sabah, West Malaysia, Hainan and
Hong Kong.

1. Chairman Hong Kong Chamber of Seafood Merchants Limited. e-mail: <bil@powernethk.com>

2. HK$ 1.00 = US$ 0.128 (Feb. 2001)
3. lcatty =600g



SPC Live Reef Fish Information Bulletin #8 — March 2001 33

The price of this fish remained stable in 2000.
Cultured fish of 0.5-0.8 kg could be sold at about
HK$ 95-100/catty.

At least one hatchery in Taiwan and two hatcheries
in Bali, Indonesia, produced high-finned grouper
(Cromileptes altivelis) fry. Taiwan culture fishermen
are not interested in this species because it grows
very slowly and cannot be reared in ponds there.

The asking price was very high at the beginning of
the season at HK$ 55 per 6-cm-long fish. No culture
fishermen wanted to take the risk. The price
dropped to HK$ 8/fish for fish 2-3 cm long but
there were still no buyers from Hong Kong or PRC.

We believe at least 20,000-30,000 high-finned
grouper fry were hatched and grew bigger than
3 ¢cm but we do not know their fate, as no buyers
were available.

Hatcheries in Taiwan are currently able to hatch
more than 40 species of marine fish for mariculture
with Epinephelus coioides, Trachinotus blochii,
Lutjanus argentimaculatus, L. stellatus and Acantho-
pagrus latus being the species raised in greatest
numbers. Giant grouper (E. lanceolatus) joined this

list in 2000. :::




