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Mexican mabes

Enrique Arizmendi Castillo of Perlas de Guaymas, Apdo. postal #484, Guaymas, Sonora 85400 Mexico, writes

We have adapted pearl oyster culture and cul-
tured pearl production for native pearl oysters
Pinctada mazatlanica and Pteria sterna. We worked
with pearl oysters while doing our Master’s
(Sergio Farell as thesis director and Douglas
McLaurin and myself as students) in the ITESM (a
private education institute) and upon seeing our
advances, they decided to start a commercial-
demonstrative farm (ITESM-Perlas de Guaymas)
which we operate. At this moment we are har-

vesting our first crop of approximately 4,000
mabes and exactly 16 pearls, all from Pteria sterna,
pearls of unusual dark colors including purple,
blue, gray, gold, black and green with various
over-tones in the best pearls. Round pearls are
still at the research stage, as you can see from the
numbers. This is also the case with Pinctada mazat-
lanica, but projections for this farm include 40,000
for next year and 100,000 mabes for 1998.
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