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Dissertation studies management of the
Tuamotuan pearl culture industry

Source: M. Rapaport
Honolulu, Hawaii

Moshe Rapaport, of the East—West Center and the University of Hawaii at Manoa, has recently completed his PhD
dissertation, entitled Defending the Lagoons: Insider/Outsider Struggles over the Tuamotuan Pearl
Industry. This dissertation is the product of five years of research at the University of Hawaii and the East—\West
Center. The fieldwork, conducted primarily on Takaroa Atoll took place during 1990-91, at the height of a black pearl
boom, and was sponsored by a Fulbright study abroad grant, an East-West Center scholarship, and a research
contract from the Institute for the Promotion of Aquaculture and Maritime Activities (EVAAM), French Polynesia.

An abstract of his thesis is given below.

Because of their natural stocks of black pearl oys-
ters, Tuamotuan lagoons have attracted the covet-
ous interests of external society since the early 19th
century. Under the French colonial administration,
landwas individualised and lagoons were declared
public domain. Island populations responded to
these intrusions through hidden and open forms of
resistance.

Nevertheless, pearl oyster stocks were over-ex-
ploited and became nearly extinct on many atolls.

By 1970, the mother-of-pearl industry had ended. It
was replaced by a pearl farming industry, now
pitting Tuamotuan populations against the Tahi-
tian administration.

The struggle over land and sea resources parallels
a deeper struggle over ideology and meaning. Ex-
ternal administrations, entrepreneurs, and local
populations have contrasting ideologies of rights
and different conceptualisations of environment,
society, and the nature of their interrelationships.



